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Despite industry challenges, holidays a time for good memories
2010 was my first at the Texas Association of Dairymen.
Even though we have our concerns for the dairy industry,
Time flies when you have so many issues to face every day.
we still understand the market conditions faced by all
This organization is diligent in representing
agriculture producers. Our industry has another
Director’s Update
the dairy industry in any and all areas that can
year of challenges ahead.
Darren Turley
affect your livelihood. We take our jobs very
I encourage each of you to take time this
seriously, because we are continually facing
season and reflect on the reason for the holiday
obstacles that can be detrimental to your operations.
and cherish the great times with family and friends. Dairying
The outlook for the next year is now being consumed with
helps develop strong family bonds. I have great memories of
the upcoming legislative session. There is no time to waste, as my family’s activities on the farm. We all worked and
bills on dairy issues already are being filed. The raw milk
laughed together through the good times and the bad. We still
sales debate will be on the docket next session along with
are very close for that reason.
immigration and dairy’s place on the school lunch menu.
During this holiday season, take time to make those
These issues will take a back seat to the budget and
memories and remember that the Texas Association of
redistricting, which are expected to overshadow almost every
Dairymen is thankful for you and all that you and your
other item during the session.
families do on your farms. ▪

Turley named TAD executive director

TAD Board meets in West Texas
Some of the first cold weather of the season greeted the
TAD Board of Directors on its annual meeting in and trip to
West Texas.
The Board spent almost two days in the Dalhart area, where
they toured Hilmar Cheese Co.’s facility.and Cargill’s Sweet
Bran distribution center.
Pictured above, Board members (l-r) Karen Kuiper, Tom
Hoff, Ken Miller, Joe Osterkamp and Lynn Ramsey check out
the milking parlor at Richard Avila’s dairy.

Darren Turley is now executive director of the Texas
Association of Dairymen, effective Nov. 1. John Cowan, who
held the role for eight years, will continue to consult for TAD.
Turley was assistant manager of TAD for more than a year.
"Almost two years ago, as we were looking for someone to
replace me, there was no question that Darren fit the needs
TAD had,” Cowan said. “Having been in dairying since
childhood and an active participant in dairy cooperative and
farm bureau programs, he had the best understanding of how to
keep TAD representing Texas dairy farm families."
Turley praised Cowan for his years of service to TAD and to
the dairy industry. In 2009, Cowan was named Cooperator of
the Year by the Texas Agricultural Cooperative Council. Before
being named TAD executive director, he served on its Board as
an associate member for three years.
“John has worked his whole life in the dairy industry, but
his contributions to the Texas Association of Dairymen have
been instrumental in shaping the current rules and regulations
governing the industry,” Turley said.
Turley is a graduate of Dublin High School and graduated
from Tarleton State University in 1990 with a bachelor of
business administration degree. He returned to work on the
family dairy farm. He and wife Deanna have been married
almost 17 years and have two daughters. ▪
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TAD unveils new website
TAD’s website – www.milk4texas.org – not only has a new
look, it has a new mission – to better share vital information
that impacts TAD members and the dairy industry.
“The new website is part of TAD’s initiative to update and
enhance how we communicate,” said TAD Manager Darren
Turley. “I hope our audience will embrace the new website and
the new technology we are adopting.”
The new website will allow TAD to send alerts to
subscribers about important legislative and regulatory news and
other items of interest to their dairy business.
“The rules and regulations that impact the dairy industry
change on a constant basis,” Turley said. “The alert system will
help TAD get important information into dairy producers’
hands quickly and efficiently.”
TAD asks those interested to share their email addresses
with TAD by going to the website to sign up for the alerts, or
by sending their email addresses to TAD at
tadinfo@milk4texas.org.
TAD also recently launched a Facebook page and a new
logo. You can follow TAD on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/texasdairy. ▪

EPA to hold training for consultants
Technical service providers who work with owners or
operators of Confined Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) are
invited to attend an upcoming workshop held by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 6.
The workshop will be Jan. 10-12 at the new EPA Region 6
facility in Addison. Registration deadline is Dec. 31.
TAD recommends that dairy producers encourage their
technical consultants to consider attending the workshop so that
they are educated on the latest CAFO enforcement issues.
To learn more about the workshop, contact Abu Senkayi at
(214) 665-8403. ▪

Pesticides could be banned in parts of Texas
The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality is
considering adopting a rule that would impact dairies located
within the Highland Lakes and Edwards Aquifer areas.
By recent court order, applications of pesticides into, over or
near water in the United States must be authorized under the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
program by April 9, 2011. However, the TCEQ has stated that,
starting that date, pesticide application will be prohibited within
the Highland Lakes and Edwards Aquifer recharge, contributing
and transition zones. ▪

NRCS sets listing forum on its programs
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will hold
two listening forums on Jan. 5 in Austin. TAD will attend the
forum, designed to hear input regarding implementation of
Texas NRCS programs in fiscal year 2010 and suggestions for
improvement.
To learn more, contact the NRCS at (254) 742-9805. ▪

Texas AgriLife Extension Service
Save the Date – 2011
Feb. 23 – 2011 East Texas Forage Conference, 9:30 a.m.3:30 p.m., Rains County Fairgrounds. More information:
Clint Perkins, CEA-Wood Co., (903) 763-2924; Mario
Villarino, CEA- Hopkins Co., (903) 885-3443; Stephen
Gowin, CEA-Rains Co., (903) 473-2412; or Tommy Phillips,
Van Zandt Co., (903) 567-4149.
March 9-11 – Western Dairy Management Conference,
Reno, Nevada. More information: www.wdmc.org. ▪

TAD Board Action
The Texas Association of Dairymen Board of Directors
took the following action at its November meeting in Dalhart.
For more on the Board’s annual West Texas trip, please see
story on Page 1:
• Approved a revised management agreement naming
Darren Turley as manager of TAD, effective Nov. 1 (see
story on Page 1).
• Approved a $1,000 sponsorship for an air quality
symposium by the Western States Dairy Producers Trade
Association.
• Reviewed the 2011 TAD Environmental Calendar, which
have been mailed to all Texas producers.
• Heard reports on general election results, legislative
outlook, new TAD website and other TAD projects.
The next Board meeting will be Jan. 13 in Grapevine. ▪

East Texas producers attend DOPA
TAD partnered with the Texas AgriLife Extension Service
on Nov. 27 to hold a Dairy Outreach Program Area (DOPA)
continuing education program for dairy producers in the
Sulphur Springs area.
TAD’s John Cowan served as moderator for the morning
session. Thanks to the staff of the Southwest Dairy Museum
who provided a great lunch for the approximately 50 people in
attendance.
The dairy men and women attending the meeting were
presented a full day of information designed to help dairy
producers with manure management programs. Environmental
Protection Agency Region 6 staff Jerry Seiger and Abu Senkayi
presented discussion regarding farm inspections and typical
issues they have found on farm visits.
James Moore, the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality’s Confined Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) section
leader, presented an overview of the CAFO permit,
emphasizing to the group key parts of the permit.
Following lunch, Dr. Saqib Mukhtar with Texas A&M
University presented a comprehensive program on Retention
Control Structures. Attendees engaged the presenters in some
lively discussion.
As the organizers evaluated the day, they agreed that the
program met the goal to supply good information to producers.
TAD will continue to work Texas AgriLife Extension, TCEQ
and EPA to ensure the DOPA program meets its objectives. ▪

2011 Legislative Preview
Raw milk, budget among
issues TAD will watch
When the 82nd session of the Texas Legislature convenes
Jan. 11, lawmakers will be facing several daunting tasks that
could keep them in Austin well past the 140-day period and into
the summer. Bill filing began in November and lasts through
March. The Texas Association of Dairymen will be monitoring
a number of these issues closely to determine their impact upon
the dairy industry and so TAD can take action – proactive or
defensive – as needed.
Budget
The consuming issue of the 82nd legislature is expected to
be how to make up a budget shortfall that Austin insiders
believe could be as much as $24 billion for the 2012/2013
biennium. The current state biennium budget totals $182
billion. The shortfall stems from decreases in sales and
franchise tax revenue matched with other structural issues such
as the state’s expenditures to provide for lower local property
taxes. The state expects nearly $10 billion to be available in the
“rainy day fund,” but there is contention on how much of this
will be used to close the gap. State leadership has ordered
agencies to cut 10 percent from their 2012/2013 budgets, on top
of the 7.5 percent they asked to be cut from the current budgets.
Many industry specific tax exemptions are being reviewed
and could be drastically cut or amended.
Raw Milk
TAD will oppose bills filed by an East Texas senator and
representative to ease restrictions on raw milk sales. Under
current law, a producer cannot sell unpastuerized milk off his
premises, meaning a consumer has to go to the farm. The bills
would allow a producer who obtains a permit to sell raw milk
or raw milk products at the permit holder’s place of business;
the consumer’s home; or at a retail location such as a farmers’
market where the producer sells directly to the consumer.
TAD believes that consuming raw milk or raw milk
products is a serious health risk, a view supported by the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and other numerous
notable scientific, government and health organizations. TAD
has developed a raw milk fact sheet that can be found on its
website.
Farm and Industry Practices
A bill has been filed to create the Texas Livestock Care
Standards Advisory Committee. The bill, similar to legislation
introduced in other states, is aimed at developing standards
governing livestock and poultry care, food safety, local food
availability, food affordability and best farm management
practices. The Committee would have 15 members consisting
of family farmers, veterinarians, food safety expert, local
humane society member, statewide farm organizations, dean of
(Continued, “Issues,” back page)

TAD Manager Darren Turley and Gov. Rick Perry

New lawmakers under the dome
The Legislature will include a lot of new faces this
session, with 38 of the 150 House members and two of 31
Senate members newly elected. While TAD strives to educate
all legislators about the dairy industry, dairy issues should be
familiar to some of these new members who represent dairy
areas:
• HD1: George Lavender, (R-Texarkana), a partner in
ELLCO Distribution Corp., a small industrial supply
company.
• HD 3: Erwin Cain, (R-Sulphur Springs), a small
businessman and attorney.
• HD 4: Lance Gooden, (R-Terrell), an insurance and risk
management consultant. He is a former legislative aide.
• HD 7: David Simpson, (R-Longview), president and
CEO of Avinger Timber, LLC, and manager of Simpson
Publishing Co. He is former mayor of Avinger.
• HD 12: James White, (R-Hillster), teaches and coaches
football and basketball at Woodville High School.
• HD 69: Lanham Lyne, (R-Wichita Falls), is president of
Lyne Energy Corp. He is former mayor of Wichita Falls.
• HD 83: Charles Perry, (R-Lubbock), is a CPA and land
developer.
• HD 84: John Rullo, (R-Lubbock), owns Midtown
Printing.
• HD 85: Jim Landtroop, (R-Plainview), is a business
owner and State Farm insurance agent.
• HD 87: Walter “Four” Price, (R-Amarillo), is a comanaging shareholder of a law firm, where he practices
business and probate law.
• SD 22: Brian Birdwell, (R-Granbury), is founder and
president of a non-profit organization. ▪
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Happy Holidays!
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a Texas agriculture college, Texas consumer representatives
and representatives from the agriculture industry at large.
Texas Sunset Commission Reports
Several policy change recommendations for state
agencies are expected as the Texas Sunset Advisory
Commission finalizes reports in early January for several
key agencies of interest to TAD, including the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality, Texas State Soil
and Water Conservation Board and Texas Water
Development Board.
Also under review are major agencies including the
Public Utility Commission, Texas Department of
Transportation, Texas Railroad Commission and 23 other
agencies and/or boards.
Under a Sunset review, an agency is abolished unless
legislation is passed to continue its functions. This gives
lawmakers the opportunity to closely examine each agency
and make fundamental changes to its mission or operations.
Immigration Reform
Several bills already filed address illegal immigration.
Many of these bills either include or are expected to include
e-verification of status and sanctions against an employer
who knowingly hires an illegal alien. ▪

TAD’s John Cowan (right) shares information on the dairy
industry with Sen. Troy Fraser (R-Horseshoe Bay) at the
senator’s annual fundraiser. Fraser recently was named
chairman of the Senate Committee on Natural Resources, which
considers legislation of interest to TAD and its members.

