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Like the latest weather, dairymen will overcome economic hardships
The recent weather has made me think of the challenges
The current state of the dairy business seems to be similar
that the dairy industry has in producing milk every day. The
to the weather. The bad weather and bad economic conditions
daily efforts of everyone on the dairy are
are both temporary. The sun will return and
Director’s Update
challenged with cold and snowy weather
things will warm up, just as the feed and milk
Darren Turley
conditions like we have had in the past weeks.
prices will return to more comfortable levels.
But the ability to get the cows milked and
Time will pass, and you will reflect on the
cared for is only part of the battle. Keeping water running and
winter weather of 2011 as a test of your survival.
machinery operating is a must for getting ample feed to the
We also will reflect on this time as one of extreme
herd. The electrical shortages that plagued parts of the state
circumstances. I have just gotten word of another dairy
were yet another challenge that affected the daily activities of
closure of a producer I am acquainted with and have a great
a dairy.
respect for as a dairyman. It is difficult to see a family who is
The challenges do not end at the dairy. The icy and snowy
so dedicated to producing a great product in an efficient
weather affected milk transport as well. Road closures and
operation no longer have that opportunity.
generally treacherous highways made getting to the dairies
These are very trying times for producers. The Texas
and then getting to the plants in time for their scheduled
Association of Dairymen respects your efforts and will
deliveries a monumental task. Stranded trucks and longer
continue to diligently represent you and all that you do in
travel times put a strain on the supply of milk to the plants.
producing the great product that we all love. ▪

TAD to take its message to the Capitol

Standing TALL
Texas Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples (center)
visits with Texas Agricultural Lifetime Leadership (TALL)
program participants, including TAD executive director Darren
Turley. TALL’s mission is to create a cadre of Texas leaders to
help ensure effective understanding and encourage positive
action on key issues, theories, policy and economics that will
advance the agriculture industry. ▪

Dairy producers will visit with key Texas lawmakers to let
them know – in person – how they feel about proposed
agriculture funding cuts, raw milk legislation, eminent domain
reform and other issues during TAD’s legislative day in Austin
on March 30-31.
“TAD’s Board visits the Texas Capitol each legislative
session so that lawmakers can hear firsthand how proposed bills
impact dairy farm families and our mission to feed Texans,”
said TAD Executive Director Darren Turley. “Each biennium,
as fewer lawmakers come from rural areas or have an
agriculture background, our education efforts to preserve and
promote the dairy industry become more important.”
Board members will walk the Capitol hallways to visit with
lawmakers, or their staffs, who represent areas of the state with
concentrations of dairies or who sit on key committees that
consider agriculture issues. Printed information on the Texas
dairy industry and TAD will be delivered to the offices.
While in Austin, the Board also will host a dinner and
reception for invited legislators, attend a meeting of the Texas
Agriculture Council, of which TAD is a member, and hold its
March board meeting. ▪
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Dairymen invited to attend opening
of Southwest Regional Dairy Center
The Texas Association of Dairymen will take part in the
2011 Southwest Dairy Day, to be held May 5 in Stephenville in
conjunction with the grand opening ceremony for the new
Southwest Regional Dairy Center.
State funding of $11.1 million to build the center was
approved in April 2006, and ground was broken on the Tarleton
State University campus in February 2009. The facility, the
only university research dairy in Texas, is expected to be a
premier learning and research dairy serving Texas and
surrounding states. Initially, the center will have a 300-cow
herd.
Southwest Dairy Day will be 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and feature
vendors, equipment dealers, educational activities and DOPA
credits. Lunch will be provided. The TAD Board will be
holding its May meeting the day prior to the event and will be
attending the ceremonies, which all dairymen are invited to
attend.
For more information on events, including booth and
equipment vendor registration, visit
http://texasdairymatters.org/2011-southwest-dairy-day/ or
contact Choyia Holley at (254) 968-4144. ▪

Online animal care training launched
A national online training program for dairy and beef animal
care has launched at www.animalcaretraining.org. The training,
offered in both English and Spanish, targets producers, animal
transporters, bovine veterinarians and livestock auction market
employees.
Web-based audiovisual training modules on topics such as
animal husbandry, animal welfare, environmental stewardship
and food safety practices are available for a fee.
The program a collaboration between the National
Cattlemen's Beef Association, American Association of Bovine
Practitioners and Livestock Marketing Association with the
Beef Cattle Institute at Kansas State University. ▪

Livestock losses might qualify for benefits
Producers who lost livestock during the latest severe winter
weather may qualify for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). The program pays benefits
for livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality caused by
adverse weather. The livestock death losses must also have
occurred in the calendar year for which benefits are being
requested.
LIP provisions are similar to other livestock indemnity
programs, except that an owner or contract grower’s livestock
do not have to be located in a county or contiguous county
designated or declared a natural disaster.
To be eligible for LIP, a livestock producer must have
legally owned the eligible livestock on the day the livestock
died.
Producers may apply to receive LIP benefits at local USDA
Farm Service Agency service centers. To learn more, visit
http://bit.ly/gVax1D. ▪
.▪

Texas AgriLife Extension Service
Save the Date – 2011
Feb. 23 – 2011 East Texas Forage Conference, 9:30 a.m.3:30 p.m., Rains County Fairgrounds. More information:
Clint Perkins, CEA-Wood Co., (903) 763-2924; Mario
Villarino, CEA- Hopkins Co., (903) 885-3443; Stephen
Gowin, CEA-Rains Co., (903) 473-2412; or Tommy Phillips,
Van Zandt Co., (903) 567-4149.
March 9-11 – Western Dairy Management Conference,
Reno, Nevada. More information: www.wdmc.org.
May 5 – 2011 Southwest Dairy Day, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Southwest Regional Dairy Center, Stephenville. More
information: http://texasdairymatters.org/2011-southwestdairy-day/ or Choyia Holley, (254) 968-4144. ▪

TAD Board Action
The Texas Association of Dairymen Board of Directors
approved the following at its January meeting in Grapevine:
• TAD Board seat allocations for 2011 at the same
allocation as 2010: DFA Southwest, 6; DFA Southeast, 3;
Lone Star, 2; Select, 2; and Hilmar Cheese, 2. Board
allocations are based on production and farm numbers.
• An increase TAD’s financial support of the Texas Agri
Life and Extension Service in light of anticipated state
budget cuts.
• A $25,000 contribution to the Texas Employers for
Immigration Reform (TEIR).
• A $1,500 request from Tarleton State University and
TIAER to help sponsor an environmental sciences
contest that will focus on soil sampling for nutrients.
• A new TAD stragic plan.
The next Board meeting will be Feb. 17 in Grapevine. ▪

Texas herd found with brucellosis
For the first time in more than five years, a cattle herd in
Texas has been diagnosed with bovine brucellosis (Bangs
disease).
According to Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC)
officials, a small beef herd in Starr County has been determined
to be infected.
Routine surveillance (blood testing) at a livestock market
led to the discovery of the infected herd. TAHC rules require all
adult sexually intact cattle to be tested negative for the disease
prior to change of ownership.
A full disease investigation is underway to find the possible
source of infection and to identify any exposed animals that
may have left the herd.
“The discovery of this herd is a reminder of the value of
continued surveillance efforts, and the importance of an
effective system for tracing exposed animals,” said Dr. Andy
Schwartz, TAHC state epidemiologist.
Texas was the last state to be declared “free” of brucellosis
in 2008. Texas will not lose its Class Free status as designated
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
For more information on brucellosis, contact your local
TAHC office or visit www.tahc.state.tx.us. ▪

2011 Legislative Report
Legislative committees ready
to work on agriculture issues
By Shayne Woodard

Work at the Texas Capitol is now in full swing after the
recent appointment of Texas House and Senate committees.
Bills assigned to committees have begun to be heard, the first
step on the way to possible passage.
A comprehensive list of committees and their memberships
can be viewed at www.house.state.tx.us (House) and
www.senate.state.tx.us (Senate).
But a few key assignments of interest to TAD include the
following:
House:
Agriculture and Livestock: Rick Hardcastle (R-Vernon),
chairman; Doc Anderson (R-Waco), vice chairman; Tim
Kleinschmidt (R-Lexington); Jose Lozano (D-Kingsville);
Charlie Howard (R-Sugarland); Bryan Hughes (R-Mineola);
Jason Isaac (R-Dripping Springs); Jim Landtroop (RPlainview); and Boris Miles (D-Houston).
Environmental Regulation: Wayne Smith (R-Baytown),
chairman; Jessica Farrar (D-Houston), vice chairman; Jose
Aliseda (R-Beeville); Leo Burnam (D-Fort Worth); Ken Legler
(R-Pasadena); Warren Chisum (R-Pampa); Kelly Hancock (RNorth Richland Hills); Lanham Lyne (R-Wichita Falls); and
Ron Reynolds (D-Sugarland).
Natural Resources: Allan Ritter (R-Nederland), chairman;
Tracy King (D-Batesville), vice chairman; Chuck Hopson (RJacksonville); Jim Keffer (R-Eastland), Trey Martinez-Fischer
(D-San Antonio); Marva Beck (R-Centerville); Brandon
Creighton (R-Conroe); Lyle Larson (R-San Antonio); Eddie
Lucio III (R-Harlingen); Doug Miller (R-New Braunfels); and
Four Price (R-Amarillo).

TAD Director Darren Turley (left) and media consultant
Kirsten Voinis (right) with Texas Agriculture Commissioner
Todd and Janet Staples at Staples’ swearing in for a new term..

Ag programs face budget ax
as state faces giant shortfall
By J Pete Laney

As the Texas Legislature is facing what many believe to
be a $27 billion shortfall, agencies have been asked to slash
their budgets, and deep cuts have been proposed for most
state agencies including Texas Department of Agriculture
(TDA) and the Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC).

Raw milk update

TDA
Proposals for the two-year, 2012-2013 budget recommend
a funding level for TDA at $41 million less than its baseline
request. That would result in a 32 percent reduction to the
agency’s General Revenue related funds, which would force
the elimination of some research programs; slash more than
90 percent of marketing programs with option to fund these
programs by generating new revenue; cut funds for boll
weevil eradication by about half; eliminate wine marketing,
research and education; reduce regulatory efforts by 6 percent
and increases requirements to recover regulatory expenses via
user fees; and cut rural economic development funding by 93
percent.
Whether it’s through increased fees, a reduction in
research and marketing, or slashing economic development –
all relied upon by producers in rural areas throughout the state
– the proposed cuts at TDA will affect an industry already
facing tough and uncertain economic times.

Many of you have asked and are concerned with the raw
milk legislation as it relates to proper handling and food safety.
House Bill 75 and Senate Bill 237 have been assigned to the

TAHC
TAHC’s proposed budget would slash 51 percent of its
funding and cut 52 full-time employee, or 25 percent of the

(Continued, “Committees,” back page)

(Continued, “Budget,” back page)

Senate:
Agriculture and Rural Affairs: Craig Estes (R-Wichita
Falls), chairman; Carlos Uresti (D-San Antonio), vice
chairman; Glenn Hegar (R-Katy); Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa (DMcAllen); and Mike Jackson (R-LaPorte).
Natural Resources: Troy Fraser (R-Horseshoe Bay),
chairman; Estes, vice chairman; Bob Deuell (R-Greenville);
Robert Duncan (R-Lubbock); Kevin Eltife (R-Tyler); Hegar;
Hinojosa; Jackson; Robert Nichols (R-Jacksonville); Kel
Seliger (R-Amarillo); and Uresti.
▪▪▪▪
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Get the latest from TAD!
Sign up for “latest news” alerts
from the TAD website:
www.milk4texas.org
Follow TAD on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/texasdairy

Get the latest from the Capitol at www.capitol.state.tx.us
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Eminent domain reform moving quickly

Public Health Committee in the House and the Health and
Human Services Committee in the Senate.
The dairy industry does not typically interact with these
two committees. But your TAD team in Austin believes
both of these committees will give the bills a fair hearing
and consider all of the critical issues related to protecting
the consumer, and ultimately the industry, from unforeseen
problems related to a raw milk market. ▪

Eminent domain reform – declared an emergency legislative
item by Gov. Rick Perry and supported by the Texas
Association of Dairymen – is on the fast track in the Texas
Legislature.
The bill, Senate Bill 18 by Sen. Craig Estes (R-Wichita
Falls), unanimously passed the Texas Senate – it was the
second bill passed this session – and next should easily pass the
Texas House.
The bill would prohibit a government agency or private
entity from taking property through eminent domain “if the
taking is not for a public use.” It also would give property
owners more rights regarding easements through their land and
would allow property owners to buy back property if the
intended project is not started in 10 years.
Texas Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples is leading a
petition drive to send the Legislature the clear messages that “In
Texas, a family’s home is their castle.”
To learn more about the issue or to sign the petition, visit
www.protectyourhomeandland.com.
In November 2009, 81 percent of Texans who went to the
polls approved Proposition 11, which would restrict the use of
eminent domain. ▪

“Budget,” continued from page 3
agency staff. Proposed cuts would prevent TAHC from
completing its core mission, although the agency would be
permitted to generate revenue, such as fees, up to the
amount of the cuts (about $4 million).
▪▪▪▪
Agriculture is certainly not alone when it comes to
facing reduced funding; budget proposals include cuts to
education, healthcare services and many other areas.
The Legislature will be wading through the budget
process for the next hundred or so days as it tries to plug the
gaping hole in the state’s budget. ▪

