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TAD offers a round of “thanks” during National Dairy Month
Each June, I cannot decide who should be celebrated or
In larger cities, folks may not know how the jug of milk
honored during National Dairy Month. Is it a time to
and our other products get to the store shelves. They might
recognize the hard-working dairy producer? Or
not understand farming, appreciate our daily
Director’s Update
should we be thanking consumers and
struggles or offer the same support as our
Darren Turley
communities who support our industry?
neighbors. But they are no less valuable, and we
After careful thought, I’ve decided both
certainly appreciate them.
answers are correct.
A tip of the hat is also deserved by Texas dairy farmers,
First, TAD and our dairy members should tell our
who work 24/7 to keep Texans supplied with healthy,
communities how much we value their support. We are
wholesome milk and milk products, create jobs, go to great
buoyed by their handshake and kind words when we see them
lengths to protect our environment, and contribute to local and
around town. Sometimes a little encouragement is just what
state economies.
we need to ease a hard day on the farm our take our mind off
Unfortunately, the number of dairy families in Texas
financial worries.
continues to decline. Times remain tough in the dairy
We also appreciate everything our communities do to keep industry. Dairymen are working harder than ever to earn a
us in business. Our fellow citizens do more than buy our
living. Beyond the usual farming challenges, we are are
products. They also help keep our farms running by servicing
battling a severe drought, paying elevated fuel and feed costs,
equipment, lending money, delivering feed and lending a
and meeting a growing number of industry regulations. For
helping hand when we need it.
some farmers, it’s just been too much for too long.
(Continued, “Dairy Month,” Page 2)
Farm communities really are one big family.

Resources available to help dairymen
cope with drought, other weather issues

Bending the Commissioner’s Ear
The TAD Board of Directors attended the grand opening
ceremony for the new Southwest Regional Dairy Center in
Stephenville in May. To see more photos from the grand
opening and Southwest Dairy Day, visit the photo gallery on
TAD’s website at www.milk4texas.org. ▪

Severe weather – from droughts to wildfires to tornados –
continues to take its toll on Texas agriculture, including the
dairy industry. The ongoing drought – already considered the
third worst in Texas history as summer gets underway – is
predicted to persist and worsen in the coming months.
Nearly all of Texas is classified under drought conditions,
according to a recent U.S. Drought Monitor.
TAD recommends that its members take advantage of
information, financial assistance and other resources offered by
several agencies and organizations to help cope with the effects
of the drought and other extreme weather.
First, the Texas Farm Bureau has reinstated its drought
website, http://www.txfb.org/drought2011.aspx.
Links on the site can connect producers with state and
national programs that offer assistance for those in agriculture.
As rainfall remains scare, the Texas Alliance for Water
Conservation (TAWC) project aims to help producers
conserve water while maintaining profits on their farms.
(Continued, “Drought,” Page 2)
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“Dairy Month,” Continued from Page 1
Farming and rural life is often romanticized on television.
In real life, working on a farm certainly isn’t easy or
glamorous. Yet farm families love their lives on the farm and,
given a choice, wouldn’t do anything else.
TAD thanks these dedicated dairy farmers, their
supportive communities and those who continue to enjoy
dairy products – not just during this “National Dairy Month,”
but every day of the year. ▪

“Drought,” Continued from Page 1
The project is producer-led demonstration plots that utilize
different water-sipping technologies and management practices
that those producers choose to use on their crops each year.
Data is then collected and reported, along with economic data
to show which efforts are producing high profits while using
less underground water.
TAWC recently initiated TAWC Solutions, a website to
help producers with management decisions and an ET
(evapotranspiration) tool to aid in the use of applying irrigation
water. These tools can be used at www.tawcsolutions.org. The
project is funded through the Texas Water Development Board.
The plots are in Floyd and Hale counties and are overseen by
the producer board along with cooperation from Texas Tech
University College of Ag and Natural Resources, Texas A&M
AgriLife Research and Extension, USDA-ARS and NRCS and
the HPUWD.
In addition, if you suffered damage from severe weather,
including wildfires and tornados, the USDA Farm Service
Agency (FSA) may be available to assist with recovery.
FSA administers several programs that help producers
recover from disaster damage and livestock deaths, including:
the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), the Livestock
Indemnity Program (LIP), the Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP),
the Noninsured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and the
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) Program.
Fact sheets for these programs can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov, click on “Newsroom,” and then “Fact
Sheets.” Information also can be obtained at your local FSA
office. ▪

Study: Dairy carbon footprint shrinking
A new study underscores TAD’s message that the dairy
industry strives to be good stewards of the environment.
The study found that, since 1944, thanks to efficiencies in
the dairy industry, fewer cows now produce more milk. As a
result, the carbon footprint per pound of milk produced has
fallen by 63 percent, according to a noted expert.
In 1944, it took four cows to produce the same amount of
milk as a single cow in 2007, according to Jude Capper,
assistant professor of dairy science at Washington State
University, who has researched this subject extensively and
published articles in scientific journals.
She is also at the forefront of debunking the myth that
modern agriculture is worse for the environment than the farms
that dotted the landscape in the 1940s. ▪

TAD Board Action
The Texas Association of Dairymen Board of Directors
took the following actions at its May and June meetings:
• Approved a $500 donation to support the Texas
Extension Specialist Association.
• Approved recommendation of Keith Broumley, owner of
Broumley Dairy in Hico, to Gov. Rick Perry for
appointment to fill the upcoming vacant dairy
representation seat on the Texas Animal Health
Commission.
The next Board meeting will be in August in Grapevine. ▪

Texas AgriLife Extension Service
Save the Date – 2011
Aug. 3-4 – Estate Planning Seminar, College Station
Conference Center, 1300 George Bush Drive, College
Station. More information: Connie, (979) 845-2226 or
csmotek@tamu.edu. Registration: $150.
Aug. 10 – Antibiotic Residues in Meat and Milk: Surveillance
Affects You, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Wood County Extension
Office, 618 South Main St., Quitman. Lunch provided.
Discussion led by Dr. Ellen Jordan, professor and extension
dairy specialist, Texas AgriLife Extension Service. More
information or to register (by Aug. 8): Clint Perkins, Wood
County extension agent, (903) 763-2924. ▪

Commercial drivers license to drive a tractor?
The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) is
considering requiring agricultural equipment operators to obtain
a commercial driver’s license (CDL), which could have far
reaching implications for farmers.
Farmers would have to invest in license fees and training,
and the farm role for youth under age 18 would be restricted
because they are too young to qualify for a CDL.
Plus, as with any new rules and regulations, there would be
additional paperwork to fill out, file and maintain.
“This could cause a lot of problems in terms of ag’s labor
force,” said Elizabeth Jones of the American Farm Bureau
Federation. “It compounds the issue for an industry already
dealing with labor challenges.”
The proposal is included in the highway bill now under
consideration by Congress.
DOT is taking comments until June 30 on the proposals,
which can be found at http://1.usa.gov/iK2VsY. Farmers also
are encouraged to contact Congress about the issue. ▪

DeVos receives DairyMax scholarship
TAD congratulates Dianne DeVos of Plainview, who was
awarded one of Dary MAX’s $2,500 college scholarships.
DeVos, who is majoring in AgriBusiness at Texas Tech
University, is the daughter of John and Pauline DeVos, owners
of Fox Dairy, and the sister of TAD Board member Gary
DeVos. ▪

2011 Legislative Report
Legislature adjourns – briefly –
after deciding dairy, ag issues
By Shayne Woodard and J Pete Laney

The Texas Legislature ended its regular session on May 30,
but Gov. Perry quickly had them back at work the next morning
in a special session to finish work on several unresolved issues,
including an omnibus fiscal matters bill necessary to balance
the state budget and legislation on healthcare costs. A special
session lasts a maximum of 30 days, but lawmakers can adjourn
early.
Eventually, Perry added other issues to the special session
agenda, including windstorm insurance, sanctuary cities and
congressional redistricting.
Despite the special session agenda, the Legislature did
address some major issues during its 140-day regular session
(all new laws take effect Sept. 1, unless otherwise noted).
Below is a roundup of some of the legislation TAD followed
during the regular session.
Budget
The 2012-2013 balanced budget (HB 1) does not raise taxes
and leaves more than $6 billion in the state’s Rainy Day Fund,
but includes an historic $15 billion cut from current spending.
Eminent Doman
One of the first bills passed and signed into law was eminent
domain reform (SB 18). SB 18 requires local and state
government entities interested in acquiring private property to
first make an offer, in writing and based on an appraisal, to the
landowner to purchase the property through a voluntary sale for
a fair price. It also requires condemnation petitions to
specifically state the public use for which the land is needed,
eliminating instances where land is taken without current plans
for its use.
Additionally, the bill makes it clear that eminent domain
may only be used for public use. It requires a government entity
that takes land to first have a record vote stating the land to be
taken and the project for which it is being taken. It also requires
entities to provide all appraisals of the property they have
during negotiations to ensure landowners understand the fair
market value of their land.
It allows landowners to repurchase land at the price they
were paid for it if it becomes unnecessary for the project for
which it was taken, or if no actual progress is made toward the
project in 10 years, even if the project has not been cancelled.
Raw Milk
Legislation to expand raw milk sales died in committee, but
lawmakers will be studying the issue during the legislative
interim. HB 75 did receive a committee hearing and TAD was
among those who testified in opposition. SB 237 did not receive
a committee hearing.

Legislative Roundup
HB 75 (Raw milk): Died, but issue will be studied in interim.
HB 268 (Requiring an ag card for sales tax exemption):
Passed with language to clarify the building of free stall dairy
barns are exempt from sales tax.
HB 1992 (TAHC fee bill): Passed.
HB 2694 (TCEQ sunset bill): Passed with language to assist
individual permit holders.
SB 18 (Eminent domain): Passed.
SB 332 (Protecting vested rights of groundwater
ownership): Passed.
Various bills on illegal immigration: Died.
The bills would have allowed a producer who obtains a
permit to sell raw milk or raw milk products at the permit
holder’s place of business; the consumer’s home; or at a retail
location such as a farmers’ market where the producer sells
directly to the consumer.
Environment
Voters in November will be asked to weigh in on two
proposed constitutional amendments passed by the Legislature:
SJR 4 would allow the Water Development Board to issue up
to an additional $6 billion in bonds for water development and
infrastructure projects, and SJR 16 would add water
stewardship to the list of types of land that can be taxed as
open-space land passed.
Water
SB 332, supported by several ag groups, clarifies that a
property owner owns the water beneath his property as real
property. It also clarifies that regulatory authorities have the
authority to develop and enforce reasonable regulations to
protect and conserve groundwater. Finally, the bill seeks to
ensure fair and impartial regulation of landowner’s rights to
groundwater.
Taxes
HB 268 passed and requires buyers of sales tax-exempt
agricultural and timber goods to provide to the seller of goods
an agricultural exemption ID number issued by the state
comptroller, was passed and sent to the governor.
Lawmakers also passed HB 2810 to clarify a sales tax
related to the building of dairy barns, and the language also was
added to HB 268.
HB 2403, which requires remote sellers to collect sales tax
if they use a website in Texas to sell digital goods, was passed
but was vetoed by the governor. Attempts to extend the $1
million franchise tax exemption for small businesses failed.
Sunset Bills
Several agencies of interest to the dairy industry were up for
(Continued, “Legislation,” Page 4)
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“Legislation,” Continued from Page 3
sunset review this session. Lawmakers voted to continue until
2023 the Soil and Water Conservation Board (HB 1808), the
Water Development Board (SB 660) and Texas Commission
on Environmental Quality (HB 2694), which some good
changes for the regulated community when it comes to
applying for permits.
For more information on legislation considered by the 82nd
Legislature, visit www.capitol.state.tx.us. ▪

It’s hard to imagine the Texas Association of Dairymen
without John Cowan, who is officially retiring from TAD on
June 30.
Cowan was honored by the TAD Board of Directors at its
June meeting, where he was surprised by his wife, Sue (in the
photo to the left, with TAD executive director Darren Turley),
and three sons who joined the Board for cake and other gift
presentations.
Cowan served TAD in several capacities, including as
executive director for eight years before turning over the
reigns in December 2010 to Turley. He has continued to
selflessly serve TAD in a consulting role.
“The importance of John’s contributions to TAD and the
dairy industry cannot be overstated,” Turley said. “He is
guided by the desire to do what is right for Texas’ dairymen.
Dairy’s voice is much stronger, thanks to John’s work for
TAD, and he has been instrumental in shaping the rules and
regulations that govern our industry.”
The Texas Legislature and Agriculture Commissioner
Todd Staples also recognized Cowan’s contributions not only
to TAD, but to the dairy industry and agriculture.
Framed copies of a resolution passed by the Legislature to
honor Cowan and of a certificate of appreciation by Staples
were presented to Cowan.
TAD and the dairy industry wish Cowan (and Sue) all the
best in his retirement! ▪

