Dairy Dispatch
August 2012

No one can “agvocate” on dairies’ behalf like a dairy farmer
In years past, this would have been a good time of the year
to your legislator and congressman telling them how the
for dairy producers. Kids are going back to school, and prices
current ethanol mandate affects your feed price and your
would start to increase. The milk markets were
farm’s sustainability is vital to have the
Director’s Update
more predictable during those years, and the
mandate lifted for the 2012 crop purchases.
Darren Turley
feed prices were not tied to energy production.
The Texas Association of Dairymen (TAD)
No milk products were traded on the Chicago
for many years has been your voice on these
Board of Trade.
and other issues that affect your business. We are forever
Times were easier. Milk produced by American farmers
vigilant in representing milk producers of Texas on many
was consumed by this country and few others. Now the milk
issues; however, we cannot replace you when it comes to
markets are more complex, with 15 percent of the milk
advocacy – or “agvocacy,” as it’s been termed.
produced here today feeding people around the globe.
Your calls to your state and federal lawmakers are very
The need for the producer to be heard by your Coop or
valuable to help them make decisions when voting on issues
National Milk Producer Federation is greater now than ever.
that directly affect your farm. The dairy industry needs some
There also is a need for you to be very vocal to your state and
changes in its pricing policy to state competitive in the world
federal lawmakers. If you have not called to ask your federal
market. The continuation of the Farm Bill is a first step.
lawmaker to support the Farm Bill, I encourage you to do so
TAD has the utmost respect for Texas dairy producers and
as soon as possible. Also, current renewable fuel standards
will continue to work diligently to represent you in any and all
will take 45 percent of the current projected corn crop. A call
areas that affect your farm. ▪

Dust finally clears from primary
elections – runoffs yield surprises
By Shayne Woodard, TAD lobbyist

The primary election season is finally over after dragging
on and on, given the redistricting lawsuits between both
political parties that turned an initial March 6 primary election
into a May 29 election with a marathon runoff that finally
ended July 31.
The results of the primary election season would lead one
to say that the issue of incumbency was a serious problem,
especially in the Texas House of Representatives races. While
several open seats were due to retirements, several key
chairmen and incumbents also were defeated.
Another interesting trend worth looking at was the number
of candidates who placed first in their May primary election
yet came in second (and lost) in the runoff, when they needed
votes the most. This occurred in the U.S. Senate Republican
primary race between David Dewhurst and Ted Cruz (who
ultimately won) as well as in the Texas Supreme Court
Republican primary runoff race between incumbent David
(Continued, “Elections,” Page 4)

Agent honored
Justin Gilliam (center) was recently honored as TexasAgri
Life Extension Outstanding Dairy Agent at the Texas County
Agricultural Agents Association Awards Luncheon. With
Gilliam is TCAAA president Scott Mauney (left) and TAD
Executive Director Darren Turley (right.)
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Grain producers vote set for fall
By John Cowan, dairy representative, TGPIB

The Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) and the Texas
Grain Producers Indemnity Board (TGPIB) are preparing for
the November/December 2012 referendum on the
establishment of a grain indemnity fund program.
Eligible voters will decide if a refundable assessment at a
range of 0.2 percent to a maximum of 0.6 percent of the final
sales price of grain will be collected by the TGPIB.
Eligible grain producers are persons including the owner of
a farm on which grain (corn, sorghum, wheat and/or soybeans)
is produced or the owner’s tenant or sharecropper engaged in
the business of producing grain or causing grain to be produced
for commercial purposes. Only a producer who has sold grain
in the 36 months preceding Dec. 7, 2012, is eligible to vote in
the referendum.
The referendum voting period will begin Nov. 19 and end
Dec. 7. Ballots must be postmarked on or before Dec. 7 and
mailed to the TDA. Producers will be able to obtain a ballot at
their county Texas AgriLife Extension office.
Educational sessions about the referendum will be held
around the state in late summer and early fall. ▪

TAD asking governor to seek RFS waiver
The Texas Association of Dairymen is joining with other
agricultural groups in Texas to ask Texas Gov. Rick Perry to
seek a waiver from the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) of the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS). Perry made a
similar request in 2008, which the EPA denied.
With the nearly half of the nation’s corn acres damaged by
the current drought, the percentage of the corn supply being
diverted to fuel production from livestock feed supply is putting
even more pressure on already economically stressed dairy
industry. The situation is expected to get worse with crop yield
and overall production projected to be lower than anticipated.
In 2011, nearly 40 percent of the nation’s corn crop was used
for ethanol production.
Without the waiver, the dairy industry in Texas is at further
risk, according to TAD’s letter to Perry. ▪

TAD pushes feds to open up CRP land
The Texas Association of Dairymen has submitted a letter
to the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Farm Service
Agency for release of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
lands in Texas to allow for emergency haying and grazing.
In its request, TAD described how the ongoing drought has
taken a toll on dairy and other agriculture producers in Texas.
Grazing land has dried up, and a scarcity of hay has driven up
costs for producers struggling to feed their livestock. The
situation has only worsened with the expansion of the heat and
drought to other states in the Midwest, where crops used for
livestock feed are grown.
“Texas livestock producers need relief. Release of the CRP
lands in Texas for extra forage and grazing would be some
much needed assistance as we strive in our mission to feed the
nation during these extreme conditions,” stated TAD’s letter. ▪

Texas AgriLife Extension Service
Save the Date – 2012
Oct. 18 – Southwest Dairy Day – Southwest Regional
Dairy Center, Stephenville, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Booth vendors,
equipment dealers, educational activities and DOPA credits.
Sign up now at https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/. (See
below)
Oct. 31 – Fall DOPA training – Southwest Dairy Museum,
Sulphur Springs. More information: Mario Villarino, (903)
885-3443 or m-villarino@tamu.edu.
Nov. 8-9 – 2012 Dairy Cattle Reproduction Meeting –
Sacramento, CA. More information:
http://www.dcrcouncil.org/annual-meeting.aspx. ▪

Southwest Dairy Day: The cows are in!
Dairy cows at the Southwest Regional Dairy Center at
Tarleton State University (TSU) will be the stars at the second
annual Southwest Dairy Day, to be 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 18.
The event will be hosted by Texas AgriLife Extension Service
and TSU.
The 2011 event featured the grand opening of the Dairy
Center. Since then, the cows have arrived on campus and the
center is operational.
Allied industries will display their products and latest
technology at booth exhibits. The deadline to reserve booth
space is Sept. 16.
A free lunch will be served, courtesy of Hi-Pro. Luncheon
keynote speakers will be State Rep. Sid Miller (R-Stephenville)
and Sen. Craig Estes (R-Wichita Falls).
Educational seminars, worth one DOPA credit each,
include:
10 a.m.: Texas Dairy Industry Update – Darren Turley,
TAD executive director; and An Emerging Technology to
Improve Air Quality for Dairies – Dr. Saqib Mukhtar, Texas
AgriLife Extension Service.
1:30 p.m.: Environmental Issues Affecting Dairy
Producers – Attorney Jim Bradbury; and TMR Audits: Ways
to Improve Your Feeding Strategies – Dr. Jeff Mikkus,
Diamond V.
For more information, visit www.texasdairymatters.org or
contact Choyia Holley at (254) 968-4114 or cholley@tamu.edu. ▪

Ag agencies sport new names starting Sept. 1
Say goodbye to Texas AgriLife Extension Service – the
name, that is. It’s among four state agricultural agencies and
three other agencies that will add A&M to their names in
September to better reflect their connection to the Texas A&M
University System.
Look for these new monikers: Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service, Texas A&M AgriLife Research, Texas
A&M Forest Service and Texas A&M Veterinary Medical
Diagnostic Laboratory. ▪

Capitol Report
!

Meet Trent Ashby: From East Texas dairy farm to Texas House
Trent Ashby, a Lufkin Republican, will be one of many new
members in the Texas House of Representatives in January for
the 83rd Texas Legislature. He will be one of only a few
legislators with an agriculture background (see his bio). TAD
recently asked Ashby a few question so our members could get
to know this new legislative champion of agriculture, education
and other important issues facing our state.
Do you have a background in agriculture or agriculture
issues?
I was born and raised on our family's dairy farm in Rusk
County. From about the time I could walk, my parents were
hauling my sisters and I around the state to dairy cattle shows.
Like many young people, I was very involved in both 4-H and
FFA, eventually becoming a state officer in both organizations.
I attended Texas A&M University on a Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo scholarship and earned a Bachelor of Science
in agricultural economics. I'm proud to still call rural East
Texas home and be raising my family here.
What motivated you to run for the Texas Legislature?
It's no secret that because of the population shift to
urban/suburban areas in Texas that rural Texas has been losing
representation and clout in the Legislature. I tossed my hat into
the ring largely because I wanted our part of East Texas to have
a strong, energetic voice that would stand tall for our rural
values and interests. Additionally, I've served for the last
several years as a local school board member, and I haven't
been particularly pleased with the way our schools and other
local governmental entities have been treated by the
Legislature.
What is your #1 priority for the 83rd legislative session?
It's hard to settle on just one top priority because I have
several, but I would say maintaining a robust, pro-job creation
climate in Texas is essential to ensuring our state's short and
long-term success. In my opinion, the key ingredients to
accomplishing this objective are strengthening our education
system, maintaining a low tax structure, fighting off
burdensome regulations, and ensuring we have an adequate
supply of water to meet our future growth demands.
What is the biggest challenge facing Texas, and why?
Public education. On the public education front, we're going
to have to come together as a citizenry and find a way to
adequately and equitably fund our schools. The only way we
can meet future workforce needs and compete in an
increasingly global economy is to give our kids, regardless of
where they live in the state, access to a quality education so that
they can be successful, and in turn contribute to our society. If
we fail in this area nothing else matters.
(Continued, “Ashby,” Page 4)

Trent Ashby and his family, wife, Nickie, and sons Grant
(left) and Garin (right).

Trent Ashby, Texas House District 57
Republican Trent Ashby, president of Community Title,
will represent six East Texas counties when the Texas
Legislature convenes in January (he has no general election
opponent).
He previously served as executive director of the Texas
Forest Country Partnership and as aide to Congressman Jim
Turner.
A 1996 graduate of Texas A&M University, Ashby
earned a bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Economics. At
A&M, he was elected yell leader and served in the Student
Senate and as class treasurer. Ashby continues to be
involved with A&M through the Texas A&M Lettermen’s
Association and the Association of Former Students
Born and raised on a dairy farm and diversified livestock
operation in Rusk County, Ashby was active in the 4-H and
FFA youth organizations. As a junior at Henderson High
School, Ashby was elected Texas 4-H president and, as a
senior, served as Texas FFA state vice president.
Currently, Ashby is president of the Lufkin ISD Board of
Trustees. He serves his community as a board member of a
number of organizations, including the Lufkin/Angelina
Chamber of Commerce, the Lufkin/Angelina County
Economic Development Partnership and the United Way.
He lives in Lufkin with his wife, Nickie, and their sons
Grant and Garin. ▪
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“Ashby,” Continued from Page 3
What is the biggest challenge facing the dairy industry
or agriculture?
Water. The dairy industry and agriculture-related
interests are major users of both groundwater and surface
water. As Texas water laws and polices are reviewed and
discussed by the Legislature, it's going to be critical that
members representing rural areas understand what's at stake
and work together to safeguard this valuable resource for
both their constituents' livelihoods and consumption
purposes.
What advice would you give to Texas dairymen to
educate and make the increasingly urbanized
Legislature aware of their issues?
I think being able to make the dairy industry personal
and meaningful to legislators is essential to being able to
effectively advocate for your issues.
I remember when I was a young kid my dad had a sticker
on his pickup truck that said “American farmers. Feeding
the world to keep liberty alive.” At the end of the day, what
legislator is against supporting measures that ensure a safe
and reliable domestic supply of milk for them and their
constituents? Ultimately, I think the food safety and security
argument, along with the economic impact data, are very
persuasive. ▪

Texas rapidly losing ag land, study shows
Texas is losing 200 acres of agricultural land for every
1,000 new residents moving to Texas each day, according to a
presentation to a state legislative committee by the Texas
Agricultural Land Trust (TALT).
The same study showed that Texas leads the country in
privately owned lands, which account for 142 million acres of
farm, ranch and timberlands, but is losing a 1.5 million acres of
agricultural land every 10 years.
A video of TALT’s presentation is available on its website
at www.txaglandtrust.org.

“Elections,” Continued from Page 1
Medina, who eventually lost to John Devine. Nine of the 13
eventual runoff winners on July 31 initially had placed second
in the May 29 primary.
Most of the races are over, or essentially over, following
the primary, given the political makeup of the districts. In the
November general election, only about 10 to 12 Texas House
races will be competitive. Only one Texas Senate race and a
couple of Texas congressional races should be tough.
To see the brackets for all Texas legislative, congressional
and statewide elections, and learn more about individual
candidates, visit the Texas Tribune’s website at
http://www.texastribune.org/election-2012/. ▪

