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concerns over individual dairy permits or the new nutrient

Primary elections didn’t decide all races – your vote is crucial in July 31 runoffs
By Shayne Woodard, TAD lobbyist

In elections, there always surprises. With merely 4.25
percent of registered voters turning out in the Democratic
primary and 10.25 percent in the Republican primary, the
longer than normal campaign season and political infighting –
caused by the redistricting court battle – probably caused many
races to finish differently than they might have in a typical
March primary.
But all is not settled – several key races will be settled by a
July 31 runoff election. Political candidates worry about
turnout in runoffs, and this will be no different.
TAD members are encouraged to exercise their civic
duties and take time to vote in the runoffs – everyone will
have the opportunity to cast a ballot in the important U.S.
Senate race.
Heck, take your friends to the polls!

TAD’s Political Action Committee is involved with some
very important races; we ask you to seriously consider
voting and taking friends to vote as well!
U.S. SENATE
Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst will challenge Tea Party
favorite Ted Cruz in the July 31 runoff. Dewhurst is a
military veteran, successful businessman and rancher who is
a champion cutting horse rider. He has served as lieutenant
governor since 2003 and has championed rural Texas,
leading in a manner that keeps an eye out for the Texas
agriculture economy that still ranks #1 for total livestock and
livestock product receipts and #2 for total agricultural
receipts behind California.
TAD has endorsed Dewhurst in his effort to win the seat
(Continued, “Elections,” Page 4)
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Texas AgriLife Extension Service
Save the Date – 2012
June 30 – Red, White and Moo Milk Fest – Noon-3 p.m.,
Ollie Liner Center, Plainview. More information: (806) 2961119.
July 4 – Red, White and Moo, Too Dairy Fest – 11 a.m.5 p.m., Stephenville City Park, Stephenville. More
information: (254) 965-2406 or www.stephenvilletexas.org.
July 15-19 – American Dairy Science Association Annual
Meeting – Phoenix, Ariz. More information: www.adsa.org.
Oct. 18 – Southwest Dairy Day – Southwest Regional Dairy
Center, Stephenville, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Booth vendors,
equipment dealers, educational activities and DOPA credits.
Sign up now at https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/. ▪

How now brown cow?
If this doesn’t look like a Texas dairy, that’s because it’s
not. This is a milking yard in India visited recently by TAD
Executive Director Darren Turley as part of his participation in
the Texas Agricultural Lifetime Leadership (TALL) program
operated by the Texas AgriLife Extension Service.
The India trip, taken by TALL class members from all
segments of Texas agriculture, was the culmination of the twoyear program.
TAD Board Chairman Joe Osterkamp, a dairyman from
Muleshoe, has been accepted to TALL’s next class, which
starts in July and ends in Spring 2014 with a trip to Brazil.
TAD supports and encourages dairy producers to participate
in the TALL program and other programs that promote
leadership development.
To learn more about TALL, visit http://tall.tamu.edu/. ▪

Symposium offers water education
New research by Texas AgriLife Extension shows that
reducing phosphorus in dairy diets doesn’t change a cow’s
productivity, but it does affect a cow’s possible environmental
impact.
Dr. Ellen Jordan, AgriLife Extension dairy specialist, has
long worked with nutrition consultants to reduce ration
phosphorus, thereby reducing phosphorus excretion and
protecting the environment. Too much phosphorus in runoff
can cause algal blooms.
This long-term effort seems to be paying off, Jordan said.
The research has shown no production or animal well-being
impact caused by the reduction of phosphorus.
A 1999 survey of nutritionists in the region regarding their
ration formulation strategies found the average formulated level
of phosphorus for high-producing cows was 30 percent above
recommended levels and for low-producing cows it was nearly
20 percent above what was needed.
When the same question was asked of nutritionists at this
year’s Mid-South Ruminant Nutrition Conference, it was found
that the average formulated levels for both high- and lowproducing cows had declined to recommended levels.
To read the entire AgriLife Extension story visit:
http://bit.ly/Nbo8vR. ▪

TAD Board Action
The Texas Association of Dairymen Board of Directors
took the following actions at its June meeting:
• Welcomed new board members Rocky Gingg, Don
Devries and Keith Teichman.
• Approved a $1,000 donation for sponsorship of the
Hopkins County Dairy Festival.
• Approved $1,000 donation per year to help fund a dairy
producer to participate in the Texas Agricultural
Lifetime Leadership (TALL) program.
• Heard an update on a Texas Animal Health Commission
rule on calf ranch permitting and tagging.
• Heard a report on the completed research undertaken by
the Texas AgriLife Extension dairy specialist.
The next Board meetings will be an Aug. 9 conference
call and a Sept. 13 meeting in Grapevine. ▪

Director report,” Continued from Page 1
leader from the education that he will receive.
Finally, do not forget that June is National Dairy Month.
Please share your dairy products with family and friends this
month. The dairy industry is very connected with summer
memories. Whether it’s the cheeseburger cooked on the grill
or the homemade ice cream shared on the porch, dairy is a
part of the goodness of summer for many Americans.
Dairy producers should be proud of all the hard work that
goes into producing some of America’s favorite memories. ▪

Farm Bill includes raw milk expansion
The National Milk Producers Federation and International
Dairy Foods Association are opposing a federal Farm Bill
amendment to legalize the direct sale of raw milk and raw milk
products across state lines.
TAD also opposes such an amendment, just as it works to
defeat state legislation to expand raw milk sales.
The U.S. Senate is considering the Farm Bill amendments.
TAD urges you to contact Texas Sens. John Cornyn and Kay
Bailey Hutchison, or your congressman to voice your opposition. ▪
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During National Dairy Month, long-time dairyman weighs leaving industry
By John Traweek, Jam-Dot Dairy

Editor’s Note: This op/ed was submitted
by TAD to newspapers across Texas to inform
the public, during National Dairy Month,
about the tough economic factors behind the
jug of milk in their grocery store that is
forcing many dairymen to make some difficult
choices about whether to continue to farm.
▪▪▪
National Dairy Month normally is a time for myself and
other dairy families to be thankful for the opportunity to work
in God’s great outdoors at the honorable profession of feeding
our fellow Texans.
But this June, dairying is more sour than sweet for the
Traweeks and a growing number of our fellow dairy farmers
who are struggling to hang on to farms, many built by
generations of hard work and financial investment. Farmers
often face tough times, but the last few years have been more
brutal than even most old-timers can remember.
My family has been dairying in Central Texas’ Erath
County since the 1950s. My dad, James, began farming near
Purvis, and now he, my brother Ricky and I operate the JamDot Dairy with him outside Lingleville. We are currently
milking 500 cows on 750 acres, about half the number of cows
and acres we had two years ago.
We’re becoming a rare breed. Half the farms operating a
decade ago in Central Texas and in our state have since
shuttered their milking parlors. Now just more than 500 dairy
farms in Texas produce milk to feed a growing population.
Farms – and families – have fallen victim in recent years to
rock bottom farm-level milk prices, soaring feed and fuel costs,
record drought, shrinking credit lines, growing costs of keeping
animals healthy, meeting increasingly stringent environmental
regulations and hiring farm labor. It costs us more money to
milk a cow than we are getting paid for the milk. Dairy farmers
are caught in a downward economic storm.
Will my family and the Jam-Dot Dairy be the next to go

under? We ask ourselves this almost daily. So do many of our
friends and neighbors.
We need help and solutions. In Central Texas, producers,
agribusinesses and others in the community have started
meeting to determine what we can do, as a group, to preserve
the local dairy industry and nearby businesses that depend on it
for their survival. Hopefully we can find some answers.
Bank loans are no longer an option to money woes. There’s
no equity in farms that can’t guarantee repayment or are already
defaulting on existing loans. These local bankers are our
friends; they realize how much we contribute to the local
economy and community. But stricter industry lending rules
give them no choice. Deals based on personal relationships and
handshakes are no more. Now decisions are based solely on
cash flow and other financial numbers.
Land that farmers worked long and hard to own, free and
clear, is now encumbered by loans, in danger of default and
difficult – if not impossible – to sell. Retirement is not an
option, but neither is staying in the dairy industry.
We’re not only losing farms, we’re losing generations of
experience and knowledge. And, with little incentive for young
people to get into the business, the future of the industry is in
danger.
I’m sad to say that I’m certainly not encouraging my son to
become a third generation dairy farmer. It’s an honorable
profession, but it just doesn’t work, financially.
What, then, does the future hold for the Jam-Dot Dairy? I’m
trying to figure out how our family can gracefully exit the
business. Our farm continues to lose equity. Thankfully, our
family was smart enough to diversify and has other business
interests that are keeping the family dairy going.
The smartest thing to do would be to walk away. That
would kill my dad, even though in the last five years he’s seen
everything he’s worked for crumble to nothing. It’s a hard
decision to make. Unfortunately, we’re not the only family
being forced to make it. ▪

TAD monitoring new Farm to Table legislative caucus for dairy impact
TAD is keeping its eye on a new Texas Legislature caucus
to see if it will have impact the Texas dairy industry.
State Rep. Eddie Rodriguez (D-Austin) is inviting all 150
members of the Texas House to join a bipartisan Farm to Table
Caucus. In the Legislature, members can organize caucuses
dedicated to specific interests, but the caucuses have no power
and hold no hearings on legislation.
The caucus – thought to be the first of its kind in the nation
– will focus on making it easier for small producers of healthy
food to expand their markets, while allowing for increased
availability of their locally produced food.
It plans to educate policymakers and the public about the
value of small food producers, making sure government
agencies don't get in the way of small operations' progress and
helping to remove obstacles to the development of the market.
Rodriguez told the Austin American-Statesman that the
caucus will marry the interests of rural and urban Texas. In
addition to being concerned with urban farms, the caucus will
focus on family farms outside major cities.

focus on family farms outside major cities.
TAD will be watching the caucus to ensure that the voice of
dairy farmers is heard and that the caucus does not seek to
expand the sale of raw milk in Texas, which TAD opposes (to
learn more about TAD’s position, look for its “Raw Milk” fact
sheet under the “Fact Sheet” tab on TAD’s website,
www.milk4texas.org).
The caucus’ vice chairman is Rep. Lois Kolkhorst (RBrenham) who last session presided over a hearing on
legislation that would have allowed raw milk sales off the farm.
Texas Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples was quoted
in the Austin American-Statesman as supportive of the caucus,
saying:
“I look forward to working with this new caucus to create
policies that strengthen Texas agriculture and provide continued
success for farmers and ranchers in the urban and rural areas of
our great state. When agriculture prospers, consumers are the
winners.” ▪
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held by Kay Bailey Hutchison.
TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENATIVES
The 150-member Texas House already had 31 announced
retirements, with seven members running for the 31-member
Texas Senate and five more running for U.S. Congress. After
the primary election, you can add the names of seven more
incumbents who were beat, and another three incumbents are
headed to the July 31 runoff election.
Incumbents beat in their primary include Leo Berman (RTyler), Rob Eissler (R-The Woodlands), Marva Beck (RCenterville), Wayne Christian (R-Tenaha), Barbara Nash (RArlington), Mike Hamilton (R-Lumberton) and Vicki Truitt (RSouthlake).
Incumbents in the July 31 runoff include Erath county
based-dairy industry champion Sid Miller (R-Dublin), Jim
Landtroop (R-Plainview), J.M Lozano (R-Kingsville) and
pharmacist Chuck Hopson (R-Jacksonville).
TEXAS SENATE
The pending U.S. Senate runoff between Cruz and
Dewhurst has state senators thinking of what could be…should
Lt. Gov. Dewhurst win the U.S. Senate race, the Texas Senate
will have to elect a new lieutenant governor from within the
body to preside over the Senate until the 2014 election. All 31
senators will be eligible for election.
Four Republican Texas Senators chose to retire and will

more than likely be replaced by these primary winners (all
current House members); Charles Schwertner (R-Georgetown,
Ken Paxton (R-McKinney), Kelly Hancock (R-North Richland
Hills) and Larry Taylor (R-Friendswood). Finally, Sen. Jeff
Wentworth (R-San Antonio) is headed to a runoff with Tea
Party favorite Dr. Donna Campbell (R-Hays County).
U.S. CONGRESS
All incumbents won their primaries. Two congressional
retirements and four new Texas congressional seats created as a
result of the U.S. Census were full of candidates in both
primaries vying to advance to the July primary runoff or to the
November general election.
State Rep. Joaquin Castro (D-San Antonio) won in District
20 to replace retiring Congressman Charlie Gonzalez. In
District 14, State Rep. Randy Weber (R-Pearland) led the field
and will challenge former attorney Felecia Harris in the runoff .
The winner meets former Democratic Congressman Nick
Lampson to replace retiring Congressman Ron Paul (R-Lake
Jackson).
Other runoffs include former Secretary of State Roger
Williams against Wes Riddle in District 25 Republican
primary; State Rep. Marc Veasey (D-Fort Worth) against
former State Rep. Domingo Garcia (D-Dallas) in District 33;
Judge Filemon Vela (D-Brownsville) versus former
congressional chief of staff Denise Saenz Blanchard; and
businessman Steve Takach versus former Congressman Steve
Stockman in the new District 36 Republican primary. ▪

