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Prayers for West; major change to TAD’s organization
As I sat down to write this report, I was shocked to see the
from the organization to work on its own to represent its dairy
devastation from the West, Texas, fertilizer plant explosion.
farm families.
Some of our dairymen obtain their feed from
This is disappointing to the TAD staff and
Director’s Update
Jupe Mills in West and have had the privilege of
board members who understand the importance
Darren Turley
meeting many nice and friendly people from
of a strong unified dairy voice.
that small community.
TAD works hard to represent all Texas dairy
Most of our state's dairy farmers are located in small
farms in many areas that impact your operation. We know that
communities, just like West, all across the state. The network
all dairies are at risk of legislative changes that can affect
of church families, business associates and friends are a great
many aspects of your operation. Proposals in transportation
part of life and make a community “home.”
regulations this session, for example, could have a major
Texas is a very friendly state, and terrible circumstances
impact on the dairy industry. Environmental regulations and
such as these only reconfirm how generous Texans are.
EPA activities are always a concern for TAD, especially in
Our prayers go out to all the families affected by the
light of the EPA lawsuit against five dairies in Washington.
disaster in West.
The work to protect all Texas dairy farmers never seems to
▪▪▪
cease. There is always an area of concern for TAD to dedicate
The Texas Association of Dairymen has had some major
its efforts. The organization would love to continue as we
changes in its structure in the past month. One of our
have for years, but change is inevitable. It is our mission to
founding members, Lone Star Milk Producers, has withdrawn
protect your farm, and TAD will continue to do that. ▪

As the legislative clock winds down,
several dairy bills still in play
By Shayne Woodard, J Pete Laney and Lauren Wied
TAD lobbyists

After an election cycle that saw many candidates elected
based on issues important to one particular party, the current
display of bipartisanship in the Texas Legislature has many
surprised. But with a little more than a month left in the 140day session, it remains to be seen whether this will be one of
the more bipartisan legislative bodies in recent history.
Bills of significance for the dairy industry continue to
include HB 46 by Rep. Dan Flynn – the raw milk bill – and
two bills filed by Rep. Mary Gonzalez that relate to removing a
moratorium on dairy farming in El Paso County. HB 1081
directs the Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) to
conduct a study assessing the risk of TB in El Paso County and
the impacts of lifting the moratorium on dairy permits in the
county. HB 1081 is on track to pass the House and then go to
the Senate. HB 1080 would remove the moratorium, but this
(Continued, “Legislature,” Page 2)

Dining with Commissioner Staples
The TAD Board met in April in Austin and had the opportunity
for a private dinner with Texas Agriculture Commissioner Todd
Staples (in brown suit) for an intimate discussion on dairy
industry and agriculture issues. View more photos on TAD’s
Facebook page and website. ▪
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bill is not expected to pass. HB 46, authorizing off-farm sale
of raw milk, has been slowly making its way through the
legislative process. The bill has undergone a number of
revisions; it currently allows raw milk to be sold at the
dairy, a consumer’s home or a farmer’s market.
While the current version contains some of TAD’s
requested provisions, it does not include customer record
keeping by the producer or more frequent testing.
Rep. Lois Kolkhorst, chair of the Public Health
Committee, has continued to voice her expectation that
farmer’s markets execute due diligence in implementing
existing standards a seller must meet to sell a product at a
farmer’s market – including transportation, temperature
control and handling of food products – to protect
consumers and uphold public health standards and
expectations for all raw milk sales, should this bill become
law.
Otherwise, issues directly impacting the dairy industry
have been minimal. Various other measures relating to
animal husbandry have been discussed, including HB 2312
by Rep. Kyle Kacal, which allows for a state beef check-off
program through the Texas Beef Council. Kacal also
sponsored HB 2311, ensuring the state cannot pass animal
identification laws more stringent than federal regulations
except by a two-thirds vote by the TAHC. TAD’s lobby
team worked to ensure that current dairy ID requirements
remain, should this legislation pass.
Amid growing pressure on lawmakers to address the
state's water and road infrastructure needs, much debate has
focused on the $12 billion Rainy Day Fund. Gov. Rick
Perry recently raised an alternative solution, stating that
Texas should move quickly, before historically low interest
rates – and construction costs – rise, to capitalize a
revolving infrastructure fund using very long-term bonds.
Perry neither endorsed nor repudiated Senate Republicans’
newly unveiled plan to draw down half the state’s $12
billion Rainy Day Fund to put toward infrastructure
improvements needed to keep pace with the state’s
galloping growth.
It is not yet clear what the final solution will be, but both
chambers seem poised to spend some Rainy Day money for
these critical issues. ▪

TAD elects new Board officers
The TAD Board of Directors in April elected officers to
serve for 2013.
Joe Osterkamp of Muleshoe will serve a second term as
chairman. He is a member of Select Milk Producers.
Lynn Ramsey, a DFA Southeast member from Emory, will
serve as first vice chairman. Second vice chairman will be
Larry Hancock of Muleshoe, who is a member of DFA
Southwest.
Karen Kuiper of Hico was re-elected treasurer. She is a
member of Select Milk Producers.
Hilmar representative Don Devries of Dalhart will serve as
secretary. ▪

TAD Board Action
The Texas Association of Dairymen Board of Directors
took the following actions at April meeting:
• Elected 2013 TAD Board of Directors.
• Approved a $10,000 donation to support an
immigration/workforce initiative through the America’s
Food Security Foundation.
• Approved a $1,000 donation to help the Johnson
County state champion 4H dairy cattle judging team
travel to the World Dairy Expo in September for the
national competition.
• Approved spending $5,000 to send two Texas dairy
students to Poland to participate in a Young Farmers
Exchange Program, with the intention to seek additional
industry funding for the program in the future.
• Discussed several options TAD could take regarding
the withdrawal of Lone Star Milk Producers from TAD.
• Voted to support legislation to implement a $1 state
beef checkoff program, if approved in a statewide
producer referendum.
The next Board meeting will be May 2. ▪

Texas producer receives national honor
David Jackson and his family were recognized at the
Dairy Farmers of America annual meeting as this year’s
Member of Distinction from the Southwest Area.
David has served in both Resolution and Delegate
positions in DFA and currently operates two dairy farms in
the Waco region. In addition to their dairy farms, the
Jacksons also operate a coastal sprigging operation and
farming and beef cattle operations. ▪

New federal I-9 form available
The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services has
released a revised Employment Eligibility Verification Form
I-9. It can be accessed at: http://www.uscis.gov/files/form/i9.pdf.
For a description of the key changes with the new form –
which must be used after May 7 for all new hires and
reverifications – visit the “Labor Resources” section of
TAD’s website, www.milk4texas.org. ▪

Capitol Report
!

Meet Craig Estes: Veteran with tremendous ag policy influence
With 126 dairies in his Senate District 30, State Sen. Craig
Estes (R-Wichita Falls) represents the most dairies of all Texas
legislators, in addition to many other agricultural interests.
Fittingly, then, Estes holds the chairmanship of the Agriculture,
Rural Affairs and Homeland Security Committee and is vice
chairman of the Natural Resources Committee.
TAD recently asked Estes a few questions so our members
could get to know this powerful legislator.
Do you have a background in agriculture or agriculture
issues?
I was born and raised in Wichita Falls. My earliest memory
of agriculture is picking cucumbers and building a barbed wire
fence. More recently, I served as chairman of the board of Estes
Inc., a wholesale distributor of agriculture chemicals and
fertilizers.
However, the message I want to send is that we all have a
background in agriculture. I don't care where you live or what
you do for a paycheck, agriculture is a part of our day-to-day
lives — from the milk you pour in your kid's cereal to your
cotton blue jeans.
Unfortunately, as our state becomes more urbanized, the
importance of agriculture is lost on a lot of Texans. Agriculture
is the second largest resource-based industry in Texas,
producing 8.9 percent of the gross state product. It's an
important part of our state culture and critical to our state
economy.
What is your #1 priority for the 83rd legislative session?
Working to repeal the franchise or margin tax is a serious
priority for me this session. The tax is confusing, increases
costs to consumers and has a direct effect on take-home pay for
Texans. Now is not the time to continue taking more money
from Texans; rather it’s time to provide relief through cutting
taxes, repealing the margin tax and continuing the economic
growth the state has seen the past decade.
What is the biggest challenge facing Texas, and why?
The recipe for success in Texas is a simple one — lower
taxes, reasonable regulations and adequate infrastructure.
Balancing all three simultaneously is our biggest challenge.
As chairman of the Agriculture, Rural Affairs and
Homeland Security Committee and vice chairman of the
Natural Resources Committee, you certainly have your
finger on the pulse of agricultural issues in Texas. What do
you believe are the biggest challenges facing the dairy
industry or agriculture, and why?
Our state is growing faster than our ability to provide an
adequate supply of water, and this problem is being further
compounded by the ongoing drought conditions. No one is safe
(Continued, “Estes,” Page 4

Craig Estes,
Texas Senate
District 30
Craig Estes (RWichita Falls) was first
elected to the Texas
Senate in a 2001 special
election.
He is chairman of the
Senate Committee on
Agriculture, Rural Affairs
and Homeland Security as
well as vice chairman for
the Senate Natural Resources Committee. He also serves on
the Senate Finance, Business and Commerce, and Veterans
Affairs and Military Installations committees.
Estes has been appointed by Gov. Rick Perry to serve on
the Southern States Biobased Alliance and to the Western
States Water Council.
Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst appointed Estes to the
Agriculture and Rural Development Committee of the
Southern Legislative Conference of the Council for State
Governments, and Agriculture and Energy Committee for
the National Conference for State Legislators.
In October 2011, he was appointed to the Texas Rural
Health and Economic Development Advisory Council by
Dewhurst. The council will recommend allocations of
federal block money grant, establish a rural health risk task
force and develop rural policy plans.
During the 2011 session, Estes authored and passed SB
18, the landmark eminent domain legislation that protects
the private property rights of Texas landowners.
Estes is a conservative man both personally and
politically, and he is committed to promoting conservative
principles in his role as a legislator.
He also serves his community, having served on the
Young Life Committee of Wichita Falls, the boards of
directors of the Rotary Club of Wichita Falls, Wichita Falls
Boys & Girls Club and Wichita Falls Faith Mission.
Estes, born and raised in Wichita Falls, represents the
fifth generation from the North Texas area.
He graduated from Oral Roberts University with a
bachelor of science degree in business administration in
1977 and in 1993 graduated from the Harvard Business
School Owner President Manager Program.
He and his wife Jennifer have three adult children and
four grandchildren. ▪
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from these destructive effects. Extreme drought places critical
pressure on our state's energy load, strains local municipal and
state agency budgets, and wreaks havoc on the Texas farmers
and ranchers who supply our homes with food.
As the prospect for continued drought remains on the
horizon, competition for water is expected to increase between
agriculture and cities. Just in this week, drought reports show
that 99 percent of the state is still in a state of drought and that
statewide reservoir levels (most often used to supply water to
cities) are at their lowest point for this time of year based on the
last 25 years of records.
The Legislature is working toward solutions, but we can't
make it rain. What is currently in the works is a fund to hold
billions of dollars for financing water projects throughout the
state. This fund, conceptualized in House Bill 4, appears to have
overwhelming support in both chambers.
We have support for a number of reasons, the most obvious,
of course, is that all Texans are feeling the effects of the
drought. In addition, people are starting to recognize water as a
state infrastructure problem, the financing assistance is
provided via the Rainy Day Fund (the state's savings account)
rather than new taxes or fees, and the solution is based on loan
assistance, not grants. We also protect rural Texas by
guaranteeing that a percentage of the funding is directed to rural
needs.

What motivated you to seek leadership positions on these
committees, and what are your goals as chairman and vice
chairman?
My goals in natural resources and agriculture are not all that
different whether I'm on the Texas Senate floor or back at home
in Wichita Falls — lower taxes, reasonable regulations and
adequate infrastructure. I strive to consistently apply these
principles of government to everything I do in the Legislature.
This is what the people of my district elected me to do, and I'm
honored to be entrusted with the responsibility.
What advice would you give to Texas dairymen to educate
the increasingly urbanized Legislature about their issues?
As the state becomes more urbanized, rural leaders must
continue to protect rural interests that range from agriculture
and water stewardship to job creation and border security.
I hope you will join in me in spreading the following
message: Dairymen are champions of the American way of life
and agriculture is essential to our state's economic success.
Dairy farmers boost local and state economies by providing
jobs and generating tax revenue. In this economic climate, you
are the pioneers providing jobs, as well as safe, healthy and
affordable food to millions of American consumers.
Dairy farmers are committed to Texas – they work hard to
feed Texans, contribute to the economy and safeguard the
environment. I commend you all for your service to our great
state. ▪

