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TAD working through changes to best serve dairy producers
The old saying that “the only constant is change” has
work hard for Texas dairy producers and continue to change
never been more true than right now in the dairy industry.
with the industry.
First, I just heard the latest statistics on the
Unfortunately, TAD no longer technically
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drink choices of Americans. I’m sure all
represents all our state’s dairy farmers, with the
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dairymen are aware of the shrinking fluid milk
withdrawal of Lonestar Milk Producers and its
market across the nation. It seems that other
members from our organization. We are still
beverages are suffering the same fate as whole milk. The
proud to count DFA Southwest, DFA Southeast, Hilmar
drink market continues to evolve as demand for sodas is
Cheese Group and Select Milk Producers and their affiliated
declining and bottled water is becoming the drink of choice
dairymen on the TAD rolls.
for more people, with beer sales now barely ahead of wine.
Despite the loss of Lonestar, we have not lost a step in our
The need for a strong voice advocating for milk is more
efforts to protect the entire industry.
important than ever. The dairy industry continues to change
In another area of “change,” the TAD Board of Directors
and grow, just like the beverage market. TAD understands
met recently to draft a new strategic plan to lead your
that change is inevitable and continues to work hard to
organization into the future. The Board sets the agenda for
represent Texas dairy producers.
TAD to protect dairy farmers from environmental threats and
TAD has changed over the years and has matured to be
address animal health and welfare concerns, among other
one of the most prominent agriculture organizations at the
needs. As part of becoming a strong voice in Austin, we have
(Continued, “Change, Page 2)
state Capitol. But that is not enough; we must continue to

Lawmakers finally go home after
passing transportation bill
By Shayne Woodard, J Pete Laney and Lauren Wied
TAD lobbyists

After Gov. Rick Perry called legislators back for three
subsequent special sessions on the heels of the regular 83rd
Legislative Session, lawmakers finally left Austin on Aug. 5,
marking the end of a long and grueling seven months for
lawmakers and stakeholders across the state.
Perry called the Legislature back to address increased
standards for abortion procedures, establishing a life sentence
for a capital felony committed by a 17-year-old offender, and
creating a funding mechanism for transportation infrastructure.
All three measures passed, but transportation funding
turned out to be the hardest for which to garner support. The
Legislature finally approved an annual $1.2 billion diversion
from the state’s Economic Stabilization Fund (more commonly
referred to as the Rainy Day Fund) to the State Highway Fund,
pending voter approval on the November 2014 constitutional
(Continued, “Legislature,” Page 3)
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presents the award
to TCAAA
Outstanding AgentDairy Mike Berry.

Congratulations to outstanding dairy agent
Mike Berry, Comanche CEA-ANR for Texas A&M Texas
Agri-Life Extension, was honored recently as the agency’s
Outstanding Dairy Agent at the Texas County Agricultural
Agents Association Awards Luncheon.
TAD supported the nomination of Berry, who is making an
impact in the Comanche County dairy region, and helped
present him with the award. ▪
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developed relationships with lawmakers that allow us to
voice our input on these and other issues that could impact
your business. Our goal: address a problem as an ember
before it becomes a flame.
As a former dairyman, the dairy industry holds a special
place in my heart. As TAD works through changes on
numerous fronts – whether in the beverage market, our
organization or on the legislative front – TAD will adapt so
we can continue to work hard on behalf of the producers
who do so much to produce the nutritious product that
Americans have long loved. ▪

TAD participates in workshop to
address foot and mouth disease
With much at risk to the dairy industry should there be an
outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease, TAD Executive Director
Darren Turley participated in a recent Foot and Mouth Disease
(FMD) Fact Finding Workshop held in Amarillo and sponsored
by the Panhandle Regional Planning Commission.
“Foot-and-mouth disease is highly contagious among dairy
cows and other cloven hoofed animals, and an outbreak would
devastate our industry which already has enough struggles,”
Turley said. “Although FMD has not been detected in the
United States since 1929, the dangers it poses make it important
for TAD to work with others in the agriculture community to
have a solid plan, should an animal disease outbreak occur.”
For more on FMD, visit the Texas Animal Health
Commission’s website at: http://bit.ly/12qlU1o. ▪

Got drought? Get out your camera
What does your drought look like? It's your chance to show
other Texans the drought and its impact from the dairy
industry's perspective.
Through the end of September, the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department, the Texas Water Development Board and
the Texas Department of Agriculture are inviting Texans to
share their photographs of drought.
The agencies plan to showcase the public’s snapshots on
their Flickr pages, other social media accounts and websites.
Information on how to submit the photos, as well as other
rules and conditions, can be found at: http://bit.ly/15dmsJg. ▪

EQUIP program looking for input
USDA National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
local soil and water conservation districts are holding public
meetings across the state on the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQUIP) and on new provisions in the
2008 Farm Bill.
Input will help the NRCS with EQUIP program direction
and resource concerns for other USDA programs for fiscal year
2014.
To find the date and location of the meeting closest to you,
visit the Texas NRCS website at http://1.usa.gov/17LkMFI. ▪

TAD Board members listen to discussion at a strategic
planning session.

TAD Board meets in planning session
The Texas Association of Dairymen Board of Directors
met in an intensive planning session for two days in August
in Grapevine to determine how the organization should
move forward in 2014 and longer term.
“This annual strategic planning session, led by an
outside facilitator, is a good time to take stock of what TAD
is doing and have an in-depth discussion of the issues facing
our industry,” said TAD Executive Director Darren Turley.
“Our goal, as always, is how to best serve our state’s dairy
producers.”
In addition to the strategic planning session, the Board
also held its regular board meeting and took the following
actions:
• Heard results of the annual independent audit of the
books of TAD and the Texas Dairy Political Action
Committee.
• Declined to pursue contracting with First Care
regarding producer health.
• Tabled discussion on further action regarding the
withdrawal of Lone Star Milk Producers from TAD.
The next Board meeting will be Sept. 27. ▪

Panhandle dairy workshop slated
Dairy producers are invited to a Sept. 5 reception and
dinner in Hereford to hear the latest on two industry topics.
The meeting – sponsored by Texas Dairy Herd
Improvement Association, West Texas A&M University
Commercial Core Laboratory and IDEXX Laboratories – is
free to producers at Dakota’s Steakhouse in Hereford. A
reception starts at 6 p.m. with dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Presentations include “Applied Dairy Economics:
Feeding, Replacement and the Black Swan” and “New
Technologies for Pregnancy Diagnosis.”
For more information or to RSVP, contact Katie
Cornelius at (970) 396-8320. ▪

Water development board members named
Gov. Rick Perry has appointed the three-member panel
of the newly revamped Texas Water Development Board:
TCEQ Commissioner Carlos Rubinstein, Perry staffer Bech
Bruun and businesswoman Mary Ann Williamson. ▪
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!

Meet Jimmie Don Aycock: Champion of Texas public education
Although Texans is becoming increasingly urbanized, about
half of the state’s school districts are in rural areas. Looking
out for those rural schools is House Public Education
Chairman Jimmy Don Aycock (R-Killeen). Texas Monthly
Magazine recently named Aycock a “Top 10” lawmaker of the
83rd Legislature for garnering overwhelming, bipartisan
support of a major education reform bill, House Bill 5. TAD
recently asked Aycock a few questions so our members could
get to know this important legislator.
Do you have a agriculture background?
I grew up on a farm and ranch, practiced veterinary
medicine for nearly 30 years, served on the House Agriculture
& Livestock Committee in the 80th legislative session and still
operate a cow-calf operation.
What motivates you to continue to serve in the Legislature?
The long-term belief that it is incumbent on those of us who
have been blessed with education and material benefits to give
back to our local communities.
What was your #1 priority for the 83rd legislative session,
and why? Were you successful?
Education reform was my top priority, and I was successful
in passing House Bill 5, which will greatly expand career
technical opportunities for students throughout Texas.
What is the biggest challenge facing Texas, and why?
Transportation. There is a huge demand for funding in this
area and lack of agreement on how to raise that funding.
As chairman of the House Public Education Committee, what
is the status of education in rural Texas today, and what are
some of the specific challenges the education system faces in
these smaller districts?
Education will continue to be a stressful topic in the Legislature
especially if healthcare costs crowd out funding for things like
education, transportation and water planning. Specifically for small
districts, the most immediate challenge will be providing adequate
quality courses locally and ramping up distance learning
opportunities. ▪

“Legislature,” Continued from Page 1
amendment ballot. This diversion also is contingent on the
balance of the Rainy Day Fund remaining above a minimum
level determined by the Legislature.
Even before adjournment, the election season kicked off
with Perry’s announcement that he would not seek reelection. For more on the political scrambling set off by
Perry’s announcement, see Page 4. ▪

Jimmie Don
Aycock,
Texas House
District 54
Jimmie Don Aycock
(R-Killeen) was born in
Bell County in 1946.
He married his high
school sweetheart, Marie
McKamie, in 1967. They
have two children and
four grandchildren.
Aycock graduated as
valedictorian from
Moody High School in
1965. He graduated from Texas A&M University with a
bachelor's degree and Phi Kappa Phi Honors in 1969 and
earned his Doctor of Veterinary Medicine in 1970. He
served as a captain in the U.S. Army and was awarded the
Army Commendation Medal.
Dr. and Mrs. Aycock have not only been partners in life,
but in business. As small business owners, they owned and
operated veterinary clinics in Killeen, Harker Heights and
Copperas Cove from 1972 to 1998.
The Aycocks also are ranchers, now raising Registered
Belted Galloway cattle.
Aycock held several publicly elected positions before
becoming a Texas state representative. He served on the
Central Texas College Board of Trustees and Killeen
Independent School District Board of Trustees and as
president of two water boards.
He has held many past service positions, including
director with the Greater Killeen Chamber of Commerce,
the Texas Veterinary Medical Association and president of
the Harker Heights Chamber of Commerce.
Aycock serves as a deacon and trustee at First Baptist
Church Killeen.
In 2006, Aycock was elected to the Texas Legislature,
representing House District 54, which includes the western
portion of Bell County and Lampasas County.
Aycock is chairman of the Public Education Committee
and a member of the Culture, Recreation and Tourism
Committee.
Aycock’s personal interests include fishing, elk hunting
and horseback riding. ▪

P.O. Box 13182
Austin, TX 78711

Get the latest from TAD!
Sign up for “latest news” alerts
from the TAD website:
www.milk4texas.org
Follow TAD on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/texasdairy

With Perry announcement, political scrambling starts for 2014 elections
By Shayne Woodard, J Pete Laney and Lauren Wied, TAD lobbyists

As legislators were wrapping up at the Capitol, current
officeholders and challengers began making announcements
about their political futures.
Even though candidates are starting to announce now, the
filing deadline is Dec. 9, the primary election is March 4, 2014,
and the general election is Nov. 4, 2014.
After Gov. Rick Perry announced that he would not seek reelection to a fourth term, Attorney General Greg Abbott and
former Texas Workforce Commission Chairman Tom Pauken
(who also chaired the state Republican Party) entered the race
to succeed Perry, the longest serving governor of Texas.
The race for lieutenant governor will be one to watch in the
next election cycle, with four candidates in the Republican
primary race alone. David Dewhurst declared his intention to
seek re-election, and Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples,
Land Commissioner Jerry Patterson and Senate Education
Committee Chair Dan Patrick (R-Houston) also jumped into the
race.
With Staples throwing his hat into the race for lieutenant
governor, numerous potential Republican candidates have
expressed interest in the office. The first candidate to officially
announce was Eric Opiela, a former Republican Party of Texas
executive director from South Texas. Rep. Brandon Creighton
of Conroe on Aug. 9 also announced his intention to run.
Uvalde Mayor J Carnes, president of Winter Garden Produce,

is expected to announce his candidacy soon and already has
filed the necessary paperwork. Another possibility being
mentioned is former Republican State Rep. Tommy Merritt of
Longview.
As for who might succeed Abbott as attorney general, the
list already includes Texas Railroad Commission Chair Barry
Smitherman, House Higher Education Committee Chair Dan
Branch (R-Dallas) and Texas Sen. Ken Paxton (R-McKinney).
State Comptroller Susan Combs has said she will not seek
another term or vie for other statewide office in 2014, making
another statewide office up for the taking. Republicans
competing for her seat include State Sen. Glenn Hegar (RKaty), chair of the Senate Finance Subcommittee on Fiscal
Matters; State Rep. Harvey Hilderbran (R-Kerrville), chairman
of the House Ways & Means Committee; former state Rep.
Raul Torres of Corpus Christi; and former gubernatorial
candidate and businesswoman Debra Medina of Wharton.
Democrats have kept their aspirations mostly muted, so far,
as to statewide races in 2014. Texas Sen. Wendy Davis (D-Fort
Worth) – who gained national attention for her filibuster that
killed the abortion regulation bill in the first legislative special
session – has said she will decide soon whether she will run for
governor or seek re-election to her Senate District 10 seat.
Your TAD governmental relations staff will keep you
posted as candidate lists develop further. ▪

