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Cold snap underscores how tough producing milk can be
As I sit down to write this, most of our Texas dairies are
everything done and prepare for another icy day tomorrow.
experiencing an extreme cold spell covering the state.
The industry is working hard to get milk picked up, delivered
The snow, sleet and extreme cold weather
and processed across the state, as well.
Director’s Update
made your jobs harder than normal. I read a
Our local grocery store was out of milk for a
Darren Turley
Facebook post by a dairy wife who fell three
few days, and it caused quite a lot of comments
times on the slippery ice the first cold morning
by everyone when they realized what it is like
she want to feed calves.
not to have the great dairy products they love and expect.
This made me think of my times on the farm when we had
I can only hope this will remind consumers of the
bad weather. I remember all the extra effort it took to do an
importance of dairy products to their daily life. Maybe dairy
already hard job – keeping water from freezing and the cows
products will be even more important during this holiday
from destroying the trough, hoping the milk trucks would
season because of the supply chain disturbance caused by the
arrive, or pushing the cows through ice and snow when taking
winter storm.
them to and from the barn.
This year I am reflecting on those tough times on the dairy
I wish consumers could see all the extra effort producers
and thinking how lucky we are to have an industry that works
are going through to take care of newborn calves and all the
so hard to produce such a superior quality product.
heifers and cows throughout this very cold weather. The work
The Texas Association of Dairymen would like to thank
that dairy producers do every day is much more than most
you for all that you do not just during the holidays, but every
(Continued, “Holiday,” Page 4)
other occupations, but this week it is extra hard to get

Voters approve Proposition 6:
What’s next for water in Texas?
By Shayne Woodard, J Pete Laney and Lauren Wied
TAD lobbyists

Texas voters on Nov. 5 overwhelmingly approved
Proposition 6, the constitutional amendment to fund the state’s
water plan to meet Texas’ long-term needs. Likewise, passage
of the amendment is just the start of a long-term process – no
one’s ready yet to grant money for specific new water projects,
much less start any construction or other implementation.
Proposition 6 authorizes the transfer of $2 billion from the
state’s Rainy Day Fund into a new account, referred to as
SWIFT, the State Water Implementation Fund of Texas. The
newly restructured Texas Water Development Board (TWDB)
will use money from the SWIFT fund for projects in the state’s
Water Plan.
Proposition 6 was supported by TAD and other agriculture
organizations, as well as urban interests. It is especially
important to rural areas because it offers a way to seek lowinterest loans for much-needed water projects that might
otherwise not be affordable. The priority water project loans
(Continued, “Water,” Page 4)

Dairy producer dinner in East Texas
The TAD Board of Directors hosted a dinner for Texas
dairymen during a two-day visit and meeting in the East Texas
region.
Read more on Page 2, and check out more photos on TAD’s
Facebook page and website. ▪
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Save the Date – 2014
Jan. 26-28 – National Mastitis Council 53rd Annual
Meeting
Worthington Renaissance Hotel, Fort Worth. For more
information as it becomes available, visit the NMC website
at http://nmconline.org/annualmeet/2014/overview.htm.
April 1 – Dairy Heat Stress Road Show
10 a.m.-2:45 p.m., Texas A&M AgriLife Research and
Extension Center, 1229 U.S. 281, Stephenville. Brochure:
http://texasdairymatters.org/files/2013/09/New-Trifold.pdf.
More information: Dr. Whit Weems, (254) 965-1460,
w-weems@tamu.edu. Other locations and dates: Phoenix,
Ariz. (April 2) and Tulare, CA (April 4). ▪

TAD producer assessments lower for 2014
The TAD Board in November voted to lower the assessment
on producers used to fund TAD operations from 1 cent per
hundred pounds of milk to ¾ cent per hundred pounds of milk,
effective Jan. 1.
Two years ago the Board reluctantly voted to raise its
producer assessment to 1 cent per hundred pounds of milk.
“Asking our state’s dairy producers for increased financial
support was an extremely difficult decision, as producers were
facing touch economic challenges,” said TAD Executive
Director Darren Turley. “We’re glad that TAD’s budget now
allows us to give producers a small financial break.”
The assessment fees are paid monthly by each member
cooperative based on the volume of milk produced that month
by the cooperative’s individual dairy producers.
“TAD has worked hard in recent years to be as effective
and efficient as possible with your funding,” Turley said. “We
appreciate the support by Texas’ dairy producers.” ▪

Calendars sent to TAD members
The 2014 Dairy Environmental Calendar, jointly produced by
TAD and Texas A&M Agri Life Sciences and Extension, was
mailed to Texas dairy producers in December.
The calendar will help producers with required record keeping.
If you did not receive your calendar, please contact TAD. ▪

Texans elected to national dairy leadership
Two Texas dairymen were elected recently to leadership
positions for two national dairy promotion groups.
Neil Hoff of Windthorst will serve as chairman of the United
Dairy Industry Association (UDIA). UDIA is a federation of state
and regional dairy producer-funded promotion organizations that
provide marketing programs that are developed and implemented
in coordination with its members.
Larry Hancock of Muleshoe will serve as treasurer of Dairy
Management Incorporated (DMI). DMI, which manages the
national dairy checkoff program, is funded by the National Dairy
Board and UDIA, which serves as the federation of state and
regional dairy checkoff-funded promotion organizations. ▪

TAD Board members at the Opitz Dairy in Canton.

TAD Board hosts E. Texas dairymen
A dinner for dairy producers in Northeast Texas capped
a two-day visit in November to the Sulphur Springs area by
the TAD Board of Directors.
While in the region, the Board also had lunch and visited
the Southwest Dairy Museum and the Northwest Texas
Farmers Co-op in Sulphur Springs and toured the Opitz
Dairy Farm in Canton.
“Our Board’s goal is to meet in different dairy regions of
the state to visit with and hear concerns of local producers,”
said TAD Executive Director Darren Turley. “We also want
to share with them the latest news of what our organization
is doing and what is happening on the legislative and
regulatory fronts that might impact their business.”
▪▪▪▪
The Board took the following actions at its November
and December meetings:
• Accepted the FY 2012 audit of TAD accounts.
• Heard an update from Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz, Texas
Agricultural Lifetime Leadership (TALL) program and
professor, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service,
about the TALL program and the Polish dairy student
exchange program. Also heard a report from Anna
Haines and Matthew Wolfe, first Texas participants in
the Polish dairy student exchange program.
• Heard a report from Dan Wood of Washington State
Dairy Federation about the Environmental Protection
Agency’s legal case against five Washington state
dairy farms. Following Wood’s presentation, the
Board discussed various options to offer support to the
Washington dairies. The decision was made for Turley
to discuss the issue with other Texas agriculture
groups and to continue to keep the Board updated at
future meetings.
• Saw a demonstration of CAFOweb, a software
program for nutrient forecasting and compliance
management.
• Approved TAD’s updated strategic plan.
The next Board meetings will be Jan. 29 in Grapevine
and March 5-6 in Lubbock in conjunction with the High
Plains Dairy Conference. ▪

Capitol Report
!

Meet the Republican candidates for Texas Ag Commissioner
Winner of March primary will vie against Democrat in November general election
J Allen Carnes

Sid Miller

https://jcarnesfortexas.com

www.millerfortexas.com

Carnes’ family roots run deep in Texas agriculture. The
present core of Carnes’ agriculture business is diverse farming
operations and Winter Garden Produce of Uvalde. After
receiving a degree in finance from The University of Texas,
McCombs School of Business in 1997, Carnes returned home
to Uvalde and Winter Garden, starting as a field harvest
manager and working his way up, becoming principal owner
and manager. Carnes and his family also own more than 3,500
acres of farmland in the Uvalde area.
Beginning in 2004, Carnes became active in agricultural
policymaking, working on issues such as water, immigration,
food safety and the Farm Bill. First elected to the Uvalde City
Council in 2008, Carnes has served as Mayor of Uvalde since
2012. Carnes’ other professional affiliations include president
and director, Texas Vegetable Association; director, Texas
Produce Association; Texas representative, National Council of
Ag Employers; and executive board member, Agriculture
Coalition for Immigration Reform. He also is a member of the
Texas Farm Bureau, Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers and
South Texans’ Property Rights Association. ▪

Miller, a former member of the Texas House of
Representatives from Stephenville, is a former vocational
agriculture teacher and a world champion cowboy who just
won his 9th world title.
Miller graduated from De Leon High School and is an
honors graduate of Cisco Junior College where he received
his associates of arts degree. He is a 1978 honors graduate
of Tarleton State University and earned a bachelor of
science in vocational agriculture education.
In the Texas Legislature, Miller served as chairman of
the Texas House Agriculture and Livestock Committee,
which oversees the Texas Department of Agriculture. Miller
was chosen to work directly on the Agriculture Policy Board
and was also appointed to serve on the National Energy
Council. He is a lifetime member of the Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo, a former Farm Bureau director, and a
member of Leadership Stephenville Alumni, the Tarleton
State University Alumni Association, the SISD Athletic
Booster Club, the Texas Vocational Agriculture Teachers
Association, the Texas Cattle Feeders Association, the
Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association and the
Texas Nursery and Landscape Association. ▪

Tommy Merritt
www.tommymerritt.com
A native of Kilgore, where he still lives, Merritt is a lifelong
farmer and rancher and founder of Gregg Industrial Insulators
Inc. Merritt attended Kilgore College and graduated with a
BBA from Texas Christian University.
Merritt served 1971-1974 as the United States Postal
Inspector. In 1984, he traveled with the Council for a Secure
America to Israel to gain a better understanding of how to
combat terrorism. Merritt was elected to the Gregg County
Appraisal Board in 1986 and served as its director until 1993.
He was appointed to the Sabine River Authority in 1990 and
concluded his term in 1995.
From 1996-2010, Merritt served as a Texas state
representative, where he served as chairman on the Texas
House Committee on Public Safety.
Merritt was selected by President George W. Bush to serve
on the Bush-Cheney Presidential Transition Energy Advisory
team. He has been a member of the Interstate Oil and Gas
Compact Commission since his appointment by Gov. George
W. Bush in 1996.
He is a member of the Texas and Southwestern Cattle
Raisers Association, the Texas Farm Bureau and other
organizations across the state. ▪

Eric Opiela
www.ericopiela.com
Eric Opiela is a fifth generation Texan, rancher and
attorney with a working family ranch of more than 2,000
acres. Opiela, who splits his time between Karnes City and
Austin, graduated with honors from The University of Texas
at Austin and from The University of Texas School of Law.
After law school, he clerked for a judge on the U.S. Court of
Federal Claims in Washington, D.C.
Opiela served as executive director of the Republican
Party of Texas from 2008-2009, and currently is its
associate general counsel. Opiela has served as redistricting
counsel to the Texas Republican Congressional Delegation.
He was chairman of the Karnes County Republican Party
for four years and is serving in his second term representing
Senate District 21 on the Texas State Republican Executive
Committee. He is a member of the Republican National
Lawyers Association and active in the Federalist Society.
He is also active in his community, serving as president
of the Karnes City ISD Education Foundation and as a
member of the Knights of Columbus and St. Elizabeth’s
Mission, Fashing, Texas. ▪

P.O. Box 13182
Austin, TX 78711

Get the latest from TAD!
Sign up for “latest news” alerts
from the TAD website:
www.milk4texas.org
Follow TAD on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/texasdairy
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will include 10 percent for rural water projects and 20
percent for conservation, including agricultural water
conservation.
House Bill 4, the legislation that put Proposition 6 in
motion, requires regional planners and the TWDB to rank or
score proposed projects in the plan based on a number of
factors. The heads of Texas’ 16 regional planning groups
have been meeting regularly to develop a project scoring
system that can be used statewide.
Now the real work begins. Successful implementation of
Proposition 6 and HB 4 is not automatic. Passing legislation
is one thing, but ensuring that the goals of new legislation
are truly met requires long-term engagement by many
stakeholders.
TWDB has drafted a timeline for the implementation of
Proposition 6:
June 1, 2014 – Regional Water Planning Groups (RWPGs)
submit draft prioritization of projects from 2011 regional
water plans.
Sept. 1, 2014 – RWPGs submit final prioritization of
projects. SWIFT Advisory Committee submits
recommendations to TWDB regarding rules for prioritizing
projects and allocating funds.
Dec. 1, 2014 – TWDB submits SWIFT implementation
report to state leadership.
Dec. 1, 2014-March 1, 2015 – TWDB adopts rules for
prioritizing projects and allocating funds. ▪

day of the year. And, come Jan. 1, we look forward to
starting another year representing you and protecting your
operations. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! ▪

Texas dairies to be part of national study
In January, the USDA's National Animal Health Monitoring
System (NAHMS) will launch its sixth national dairy study,
which will include gathering information from Texas dairies.
The study will take an in-depth look at U.S. dairy operations
and provide information on industry trends from 1991-2014.
To collect the study data, USDA's National Agricultural
Statistics Service (NASS) representatives will visit selected
dairy producers in Texas and 17 other states starting in January.
In Texas, NASS will contact 139 sampled dairies with 30 or
more cows to arrange for a personal interview. A smaller group
of 23 operators with fewer than 30 milk cows will be contacted
and asked to complete a very short survey by phone. Data
collection will start and be completed in January.
All information collected will be confidential and
summarized with individual identifiers removed. A dairy
producer must grant written permission for individual
information to be given NAHMS.
Data collected will be used to generate scientifically based
and statistically valid national estimates, which will be used for
education, research and policy development. Results from
previous studies are at: http://nahms.aphis.usda.gov/dairy. ▪

