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Dairy Month: Reconnecting with the simple pleasure of milk
A long, tough regular legislative session recently ended, as
pounds of milk in April (the latest statistics available). It’s
you will read about in this newsletter. As the Texas
worrisome to see a prolonged drought, high feed and fuel
Association of Dairymen walked the hallways,
costs and the tough economy continue to force
Director’s Update
met with lawmakers and sat in committee
producers out of business. At the start of this
Darren Turley
meetings into the night, it was easy to get
century, in January 2000, about 1,150 dairy
entangled in the intricacies of public policy that
farms were in operation.
impact our state’s dairy industry.
It’s easy for dairy producers to get caught up in their
Visiting the Capitol cafeteria for a bottle of milk or a bowl
business challenges plus the 24/7 responsibilities of running a
of frozen yogurt not only was a much-needed afternoon
farm.
refresher, but also a reminder of what all the hustle and bustle
How to refocus? Sometimes milk has the power to calm
was about – making sure that one of nature’s simplest
the mind, as I learned during those busy days at the Capitol.
creations, milk, would remain available and affordable to
It’s smooth and cool. In a Food Network world of fancy food
Texans.
and complicated cooking, milk is proof that goodness can be
June – National Dairy Month – is the perfect time to
simple. Other than pasteurization, it doesn’t change much
celebrate milk, the products it creates, the consumers who
between the cow and the grocery store.
enjoy it, and the men and women who work hard not just this
As Americans try and eat healthier, milk has long been
month, but year round, to put it on Texans’ tables.
one of the most wholesome products on the market.
(Continued, “Dairy Month,” Page 2)
In Texas, 456 dairies produced more than 813.6 million

Sine die? Not so fast…the Legislature returns for a special session
By Shayne Woodard, J Pete Laney and Lauren Wied, TAD lobbyists

The Texas House adjourned sine die at 5:03 p.m. May 27,
followed minutes later by the Texas Senate. But before
lawmakers could leave the building, Gov. Rick Perry called a
30-day special session to consider redistricting.
In the following weeks, the issues of transportation funding,
abortion and criminal justice were added to the call. Only
redistricting had passed when the special session dramatically
ended June 25. No decision has been made at press time
regarding a second special session.
Perry had until June 16 to veto regular session passed bills,
sign them into law or let them become law without his
signature. Overall, the dairy industry had a successful
legislative session – TAD helped to pass some good bills and
make sure some unfavorable ones did not make it into law.
For example, HB 46, which would have expanded raw milk
sales by removing the requirement that it be purchased at the
farm, did not go any further than passing a House committee,
while TAD was one of the supporters of SB 376 to expand the
universal school breakfast program.

A complete roundup of dairy related legislation can be
found on Page 2 of the Dairy Dispatch. TAD’s end-of-session
legislative report can be found on TAD’s website under the
“Fact Sheet” tab.
At the beginning of the 83rd legislative session, Perry
urged Texas lawmakers to remain faithful to the conservative
fiscal principles that have kept the Texas economy strong,
allowed for tremendous job growth and helped the state
weather the national economic recession.
On the heels of a strong revenue estimate by the
comptroller, the governor directed lawmakers to take a hard
look at providing tax relief.
The governor outlined priorities for the session, which
included ensuring Texas' infrastructure continues to support
the state’s growing population and economic demands; an
accountable education system that produces a skilled
workforce; and conservative budget priorities outlined in his
Texas Budget Compact. Both the lieutenant governor and
Speaker of the House echoed Perry’s comments. ▪
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Interestingly, for a product that has been around so long, we
are still identifying new benefits; chocolate milk is now being
promoted as a recovery drink after a strenuous workout.
Milk also can have strong emotional connections. A bowl of
ice cream might mentally transport you back to the simpler
time of childhood, when nothing else could hit the spot during a
hot summer afternoon of play. The sight and smell of butter
melting on hot mashed potatoes might bring memories of a
family holiday. Macaroni and cheese can be the ultimate
comfort food.
Milk and milk products can bring out so many positive
memories and feelings. There’s just no substitute.
Cheers to milk producers and consumers during National
Dairy Month.
Note: The above column was submitted to newspapers in
dairy regions across Texas for consideration for publication
during National Dairy Month. ▪

TAD celebrates National Dairy Month
To recognize dairy producers and their contributions to
Texas and local communities during National Dairy Month, the
Texas Association of Dairymen is showing its support publicly
throughout the state.
TAD was a sponsor of the Hopkins County Dairy Festival in
Sulphur Springs and the Red, White & Moo Milk Fest in
Plainview.
TAD also took out advertisements in special dairy month
sections published by Country World, Castro County News,
Dublin Citizen, Plainview Daily Herald and Stephenville
Empire-Tribune. The Country World ad – similar to those
placed in the other newspapers – can be viewed on TAD’s
website, www.milk4texas.org, under the “News” and “News
Releases” tabs.
In addition, a TAD-bylined op/ed was submitted to daily
and weekly newspapers in dairy regions across Texas.
To learn more about the Texas dairy industry, visit the “Fact
Sheets” section of TAD’s website. ▪

Ag Department launches online tool to
connect Texans to water, drought resources
Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples has launched “The
Water Source,” a new online tool to serve as a one-stop
information portal for Texans to learn various facts about the
ongoing drought, statewide water resources and disaster
assistance.
“The Water Source” provides Texans a data repository to
learn about the ongoing drought and the fundamentals of Texas
water policy, and to find resources for wildfire prevention and
disaster assistance.
In addition, users will find helpful news articles,
information about reservoir levels and the latest statewide
drought conditions from the U.S. Drought Monitor. The site
also will highlight great works and resources from fellow state
agencies and the Texas Water Smart coalition.
For more information about “The Water Source,” visit
www.TexasAgriculture.gov. ▪

TAD Board Action
The Texas Association of Dairymen Board of Directors
took the following actions at its May meeting:
• Heard a report from Executive Director Darren Turley
about his meeting with the Tarleton State University
President Dominic Dottavio to discuss the Southwest
Regional Dairy Center and the need for greater
involvement in the activities there.
• Discussed the ongoing situation and possible actions
related to the withdrawal from TAD of Lone Star Milk
Producers.
• Heard information about the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security’s Regional Resiliency Assessment
Program; Chairman Joe Osterkamp agreed to allow his
dairy to be part of the research program.
The next Board meeting will be Aug. 8 in Grapevine. ▪

Dairy Industry Bills of Interest
83rd Legislative Session

HB 46: Allow for sale of off-premise raw milk. Dead.
HB 217: Limit beverages that can be sold to
schoolchildren. Passed, but vetoed by the governor.
HB 910: Limit fees for direct-to-consumers transactions.
Dead.
HB 970: Expand “cottage foods” provisions. Passed,
signed into law effective Sept. 1.
HB 1080: Lift moratorium on dairy permitting in El Paso
County. Dead.
HB 1081: Study the impact of El Paso County dairy
permitting. Passed, signed into law effective immediately.
HB 1382: Permit farmer’s markets to offer food samples.
Passed, signed into law effective Sept. 1.
HB 1393: Reduce restrictions on food prepared in a
person’s home. Dead.
HB 2311: Place limits on animal identification programs
in Texas. Passed, signed into law effective immediately.
HB 2312: Allow beef check-off program in Texas.
Passed, signed into law effective immediately.
SB 376: Expand the universal school breakfast. Passed,
signed into law effective Sept. 1.
SB 1727: Texas Emissions Reduction Plan with dairy
fleet provision. Passed, signed into law effective
immediately.
For more information on these bills, including the text or
analysis, visit www.capitol.state.tx.us, or read TAD’s
legislative report at www.milk4texas.org under the “Fact
Sheets” tab. ▪

Governor extends drought emergency
Texas Gov. Rick Perry on June 17 renewed a drought
emergency in more than 200 counties throughout the state,
authorizing "all necessary measures" be implemented to aid
response efforts.
He initially issued the emergency declaration on July 5,
2011. ▪

Capitol Report
!

Meet Kyle Kacal: Freshman quickly takes lead on ag issues
It’s difficult for new Texas House members to stand out,
especially this legislative session when more than 40 members
were serving their first term. But Rep. Kyle Kacal quickly made
his mark in the chamber when it came to championing
agriculture issues.
TAD recently asked Kacal a few questions so our members
could get to better know this freshman legislator.
Please share with our members your background in
agriculture and agriculture issues. How did your
agriculture experience impact your work on the House
Agriculture Committee?
After graduating from Texas A&M and receiving a ranch
management certificate from Texas Christian University, my
wife, Marci, and I started ranching on our family property
outside of College Station. It was through my education and
involvement in various agricultural organizations that I learned
the importance of investing in the land and protecting our way
of life for future generations.
This session, I was very fortunate in being appointed to the
House Agriculture and Livestock Committee where I was able
to apply my education and work experience to make sound
decisions on agriculture policy that I believe will serve to
protect and promote our industry.
What motivated you to run for the Texas Legislature?
My desire to provide a better Texas for my children and all
future generations drove me to run for the Texas Legislature.
The predominately rural and newly created House District 12
needed a representative with strong ties to rural Texas and
agriculture. Given my background and experience, I believed it
was the perfect opportunity for me to run for office in order to
serve our communities and contribute to securing our state's
future.
Now that you have completed your freshman session, what
was the biggest surprise to you as legislator?
I was most shocked by the lack of rural representation in the
House of Representatives. Given the tremendous growth that
our state has seen, Texas has become increasingly urban.
Similarly, the number of rural members in the House has
declined significantly over the years, giving way to an "urban
House."
As you can imagine, this makes my job as a rural
representative a little harder, but I've been able to establish
great working relationships with my urban colleagues and have
used every opportunity to educate them on agriculture issues.
What do you consider your biggest personal
accomplishment of the 83rd legislative session? What do
you think was the biggest accomplishment for the
Legislature as a whole?

Kyle Kacal,
Texas House
District 12
Kyle Kacal (R-Bryan),
longtime resident of
Brazos County, was
elected in November 2012
to the Texas House to
serve District 12, which
includes Falls, Limestone
and Robertson counties
and parts of Brazos and
McLennan counties.
Following his graduation from Texas A&M University
in 1992 and receiving his Certificate of Ranch Management
from Texas Christian University, Kacal has devoted his life
to preserving the land and contributing to local and state
economies through his dynamic ranching business.
Kacal’s ranch operates as a large-scale cattle business,
focusing on breeding and raising beef cattle as well as a fullservice hunting business during the fall and spring.
As an active member of the local community, Kacal
serves on various business and community boards, including
the Texas Beef Extension, the Brazos Valley Farm Bureau
and the Allen Academy School Board.
Kacal and his wife of 18 years, Marci, have two children,
Carter and Kendall, who attend Allen Academy in Bryan.
The family is actively involved in the St. Thomas Aquinas
church.
▪ the many bills I passed this session, I would have
Among
to say I am most proud of House Bill 2311. This bill limited
the Texas Animal Health Commission's ability to adopt future
animal identification rules that are no more stringent than
federal identification rules while provided a grandfather
clause to existing rules under the commission. HB 2311 was
my first real legislative fight. Guiding this bill through the
legislative process taught me many lessons, but knowing that
this law would help prevent unnecessary burdens while still
providing a safe and reliable food source made me proud to
have the opportunity to carry this legislation.
I believe one of the biggest accomplishments for the 83rd
Legislature was the passage of House Bill 4 and Senate Joint
Resolution 1. Together these two bills take the necessary steps
towards providing water infrastructure that can sustain Texas'
growth. With our state's population doubling in the next 40 to
50 years, Texas will need 9 million acre feet of water to meet
our state's growing demand. While HB 4 creates the vessel to
fund water infrastructure projects across the state, the actual
(Continued, “Kacal,” Page 4)
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money is dedicated through SJR 1, which is a constitutional
amendment that must be ratified by the people of Texas at the
polls this coming November. As agriculture producers, it is in
our best interest, as well as all Texans, to approve this measure
to ensure that as our state grows, water will continue to be
available when we need it. Our industry, our food and our
livelihood depends on SJR 1.
Was there anything the Legislature did not achieve, that
you wanted to see accomplished?
Transportation funding was left largely unaddressed this
session. The boom of shale gas, the growing population, and
increased commerce has strained Texas' roads. It is harder and
more expensive to ship our agriculture products without
adequate transportation infrastructure. It is my hope that in
either a special session of this legislature or in the next regular
session, we can provide a better and more reliable funding
source for Texas roads.
The Texas Association of Dairymen appreciates your
willingness to carry several amendments and bills of interest
to animal agriculture and the dairy industry (beef checkoff,
animal disease traceability, air emissions). What was your
motivation to get involved with these issues?
The agriculture industry has been a great way of life for my
family for 20 years, and I want to protect that way of life for

future Texans. I agreed to file many of my bills because I saw a
need to protect and promote our industry.
HB 2311, the animal disease traceability bill, provides
protections for our farmers from unnecessary regulations while
providing a safe and reliable food source.
HB 2312, the state beef check-off bill, creates the operating
structure for a state beef-check program if beef producers vote to
enact such a program through a referendum.
I believe that these bills in addition to other agriculture
measures that I supported this session will greatly improve the
industry. ▪

DFA Board re-elects 2 Texans
The Dairy Farmers of America’s Board of Directors has
re-elected two Texas dairy producers to represent the
cooperative’s Southwest Area.
Keith Broumley, a dairy farmer in Hico, serves as a DFA
representative on the Greater Southwest Agency board and
the Dairy Cooperative Marketing Agency Board.
Neil Hoff, who dairies in Windthorst, is chairman of
Dairy Max and first vice chairman on the United Dairy
Industry Association board.
Other Texas dairymen serving on the DFA Board are
Larry Hancock of Muleshoe and Jerry Spencer of Sulphur
Springs. ▪

