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Dairy industry can’t let up on education about its issues
The Texas Association of Dairymen (TAD) gets calls from left the market and that the dairy industry in Texas has been
time to time from students asking about the dairy industry.
shrinking for a number of years. I then told him of the size
The most common questions concern
and scope of today’s dairy operations, and he
Director’s Update
biosecurity and how the dairy industry would
began to get an idea of the magnitude of the
Darren Turley
handle certain situations.
issue.
Recently I received a call from a student who
The ability to milk cows seven days a week
asked about the movement of cattle, should a natural disaster
is an undertaking in itself, but, when catastrophe strikes, the
ever affect a milking facility. The irony of the call was that it
ability to find another nearby barn to milk all or even some of
coincided with extreme weather – high wind, hail, tornadoes – the cows is not a certainty by any means.
that passed through the state. Several tornadoes touched down
The average consumer has no idea of the effort that goes
in the Sulphur Springs area, and high winds damaged at least
into the daily task of taking care of the large herds of cows
one dairy barn.
being milked today.
The student’s call and this weather event really made me
The young man had a much broader perspective of the
think about the impact that events like these have on our dairy
dairy industry after our visit, but he also made me very aware
farmers and how little the general public understands about
of the need to continue to educate the public about what is
what is involved to produce all the wholesome dairy products
involved to produce dairy products and take care of our
they enjoy.
animals, both in “normal” times and during an emergency.
(Continued, “Education,” Page 2)
I explained to the student that many dairy farmers have

What is keeping state lawmakers
busy during the legislative interim?
By Lauren Wied, Shayne Woodard, and J Pete Laney
TAD lobbyists

As you know, Texas’ legislative interim is a time for
planning in advance of the next legislative session, which starts
in January. At a time when some Texas cities are running out
of water and the state’s roads are more crowded than ever
before, it is no surprise that key policy planning initiatives
revolve around ensuring a sustainable water supply and the
building of additional infrastructure to alleviate congestion on
our highways.
Many interim hearings will be dedicated to these policy
initiatives in the coming months. Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst and
House Speaker Joe Straus both have issued numerous interim
charges on the issues, directing both Senate and House
committees to consider solutions.
In the House, Straus named nine legislators to the House
Select Committee on Transportation Funding, Expenditures
and Finance.
Additionally, Straus announced his appointments to four
(Continued, “Interim,” Page 2)

TAD visits Lubbock for dairy conference
The TAD Board of Directors in March met in Lubbock,
where some members also attended the High Plains Dairy
Conference.
TAD was in Lubbock during primary election day, and state
Rep. Charles Perry (R-Lubbock) (pictured above in suit), who
later that night was re-elected, stopped by the meeting to give
TAD an update on legislative issues, including water. ▪
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“Education,” Continued from Page 1
While our mission is to educate public policymakers, it
is becoming increasingly important for the industry’s future
to take every opportunity to educate the public as well. ▪

“Interim,” Continued from Page 1
water-related committees: the State Water Implementation
Fund for Texas (SWIFT) Advisory Committee; a Joint
Interim Committee to Study Water Desalination; the
Edwards Aquifer Legislative Oversight Committee; and the
Environmental Flows Advisory Group.
Dewhurst and Comptroller Susan Combs, who also
name members to the SWIFT Advisory Committee, have
announced their appointments, as well.
The Legislature created the SWIFT advisory committee
to oversee the Texas Water Development Board’s
implementation of House Bill 4. The bill established the
SWIFT account to pay for needed water supply and
conservation projects across Texas.
Last November, Texans voted by a three-to-one margin
to dedicate funding for those projects in the Texas
Constitution by approving Proposition 6. The advisory
committee will offer recommendations on how projects in
the State Water Plan should be prioritized, how to meet the
legislation’s goals for conservation and assistance for rural
areas and agriculture, and play a major role in shaping how
Texas chooses to address its growing water infrastructure
needs.
Other Senate and House interim committee charges that
address other state issues, in addition to water and
transportation initiatives, also will be the subject of hearings
throughout the interim.
Issues of particular importance to Texas dairymen
include immigration, the Texas Right to Farm Act,
environmental permitting processes at the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality, and groundwater
usage in the agriculture sector.
We will continue to monitor interim committee hearings,
reports and findings that could potentially impact your
operations. For a complete list of all interim charges that
have been issued to date please follow the links below:
Senate Interim Charges: www.senate.state.tx.us
House Interim Charges:
www.house.state.tx.us/_media/pdf/interim-charges83rd.pdf. ▪

TAD Board Action
The Texas Association of Dairymen Board of Directors
took the following actions at its March meeting:
• Elected new TAD Board officers (see story below).
• Approved keeping the current allotment of TAD Board
seats, based on co-op membership: DFA Southwest
(6), Lone Star (3), Hilmar (2), Select (2), DFA
Southeast (1) and Associate Member (1 seat).
• Approved a $25,000 contribution to a coalition of
Washington State dairies involved in an
Environmental Protection Agency lawsuit.
• Heard a report from Ellen Jordan of Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension that the job description for the
agency’s dairy specialist to be based in the High Plains
has been approved for posting.
• Heard an update from TAD executive director Darren
Turley that he met with U.S. Congressman Mike
Conaway of Texas about the federal farm bill.
• Thanked departing TAD Board Member Karin Kuiper
for her service.
• Welcomed new TAD Board Member David Volleman
of Comanche, a member of Select Milk Producers.
The next Board meeting will be June 19 in Grapevine. ▪

TAD Board elects new leadership
The TAD Board of Directors in March elected officers to
serve for 2014.
Joe Osterkamp of Muleshoe will serve a third term as
chairman. He is a member of Select Milk Producers. Also reelected were Lynn Ramsey, a DFA Southeast member from
Emory, as first vice chairman, and Larry Hancock of Muleshoe,
a member of DFA Southwest, as second vice chairman.
New to the executive committee will be Johan Koke of
Dublin as secretary and Gary DeVos of Plainview as treasurer.
Both are members of DFA Southwest. ▪

DFA honors Dublin dairy family
The de Boer Family, which owns the Fluit Dairy in Dublin,
was named a “Member of Distinction” for the Southwest region
by Dairy Farmers of America at its annual meeting.
Johan de Boer emigrated from Holland in the 1990s and
today he and his family milk more than 1,300 cows, farm 500
acres and lease another 1,100 acres where they grow feed. They
credit their success to their commitment to their cows, their
land and their employees. ▪

TCEQ visits dairy farm
TCEQ Commissioner Toby Baker (second from left) and
staff toured Richard Avila’s Avi-Lanche Jerseys Dairy in
Dalhart with TAD Executive Director Darren Turley (far right).

Capitol Report
!

Meet the primary runoff candidates for Texas Ag Commissioner
Winner of Democratic, Republican March primary runoff will meet in November general election

Republican Candidates
Tommy Merritt
www.tommymerritt.com
A native of Kilgore, where he still lives, Merritt, 66, is a
lifelong farmer and rancher and founder of Gregg Industrial
Insulators Inc. Merritt attended Kilgore College and
graduated with a BBA from Texas Christian University.
Merritt served 1971-1974 as the United States Postal
Inspector. Merritt was elected to the Gregg County
Appraisal Board in 1986 and served as its director until
1993. He was appointed to the Sabine River Authority in
1990 and concluded his term in 1995.
From 1996-2010, Merritt served as a Texas state
representative, where he served as chairman on the Texas
House Committee on Public Safety.
Merritt was selected by President George W. Bush to
serve on the Bush-Cheney Presidential Transition Energy
Advisory team. He has been a member of the Interstate Oil
and Gas Compact Commission since his appointment by
Gov. George W. Bush in 1996.
He is a member of the Texas and Southwestern Cattle
Raisers Association, the Texas Farm Bureau and other
organizations across the state. ▪

Democratic Candidates
Note: Neither Democratic candidate provided official
campaign biographies as requested by TAD. The following
information was compiled by TAD from multiple sources.

Richard “Kinky” Friedman
www.texasforkinky.com

Friedman, 69, is a country music singer and songwriter,
author, humorist and former political candidate. A graduate
of The University of Texas at Austin, Friedman lives near
Kerrville. He founded Utopia Animal Rescue Ranch, also
near Kerrville, which cares for stray, abused and aging
animals.
Friedman is running on a platform of legalizing
marijuana for medical and personal use and bringing back
hemp as a cash crop, according to his campaign website.
Friedman also is calling for more investment in harvesting
water.
Friedman ran for Justice of the Peace in Kerr County in
1986 as a Republican. He ran for governor in 2006 as an
Independent and for agriculture commissioner, as a
Democrat, in 2010. ▪

Jim Hogan

Sid Miller

No campaign website

www.millerfortexas.com

Hogan, 63, is a Cleburne insurance agent and former
dairy farmer.
This is his first run for political office. Hogan, who spent
less than $5,000 campaigning in the primary, has told the
media he does not need a campaign website because
“somebody’s going to Google you anyway.”
Hogan is a graduate of Mansfield High School in 1969.
He started his own dairy farm in 1973, operating it
successfully until 2005, when he switched to a cow-and-calf
operation. Now his farm has mostly Angus cow-and-calf
pairs, with some Holstein heifers, and some milk goats and
horses. ▪

Miller, 58, a former member of the Texas House of
Representatives from Stephenville, is a former vocational
agriculture teacher and a world champion cowboy who just
won his 9th world title.
Miller graduated from De Leon High School and is an
honors graduate of Cisco Junior College where he received
his associates of arts degree. He is a 1978 honors graduate
of Tarleton State University and earned a bachelor of
science in vocational agriculture education.
In the Texas Legislature, Miller served as chairman of
the Texas House Agriculture and Livestock Committee,
which oversees the Texas Department of Agriculture. Miller
was chosen to work directly on the Agriculture Policy Board
and was also appointed to serve on the National Energy
Council. He is a lifetime member of the Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo, a former Farm Bureau director, and a
member of Leadership Stephenville Alumni, the Tarleton
State University Alumni Association, the SISD Athletic
Booster Club, the Texas Vocational Agriculture Teachers
Association, the Texas Cattle Feeders Association, the
Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association and the
Texas Nursery and Landscape Association. ▪

Crowded ballots for Texas primary runoffs
In addition to the Texas Agriculture Commissioner races
for both parties, primary runoffs also are being held in four
other statewide races.
For the Democrats, voters will be asked to decide the U.S.
Senate primary. Republican voters will make final selections
in the lieutenant governor, attorney general and Railroad
Commission primaries.
Primary runoff election day is May 27, and early voting
will be May 19-23. Learn more at www.votetexas.gov. ▪
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TAD asking dairy producers
to support state beef checkoff
The Texas Association of Dairymen is one of six agriculture
organizations in the state asking its members to vote “yes” in
June in referendum to create the Texas Beef Checkoff .
The Texas Beef Checkoff – different from the existing U.S.
Beef Checkoff – is a producer funded and managed, state-level
promotion, marketing, research and education program for beef
and beef products.
“Texas dairy producers have become a big part of the state’s
beef industry in recent years, and beef promotion impacts all
cattle prices,” said TAD Executive Director Darren Turley.
“This referendum will give Texas dairy producers a chance to
control their own statewide promotion efforts and secure these
efforts in the future.”
The program will be funded through a refundable
assessment on cattle at each point of ownership transfer in
Texas. If approved, the maximum assessment will not exceed
$1 per head of cattle.
The money collected by the Checkoff is limited by state law
to promotion, marketing, research and consumer education
related to beef and beef products. The money can be used in
Texas, the United States and/or internationally.
If approved, assessment collection will begin Oct. 1 and
continue until the Beef Promotion and Research Council of
Texas notifies cattle collection points to cease collection.

Beef Checkoff
FAQs
Who can vote?
Any producer who has
owned cattle in Texas any
time between June 6, 2013,
and June 6, 2014.
When and where can I
vote?
Eligible producers may
vote by ballot at any Texas
A&M AgriLife Extension
Service county office
June 2-6 during regular office business hours. For county
office location and hours, visit TexasAgriculture.gov. A mail
in ballot also may be requested by anyone who cannot visit a
county office.
What organizations are supporting the referendum?
In addition to TAD, organizations backing passage of the
referendum are the Texas Farm Bureau, Independent
Cattlemen’s Association, Texas and Southwestern Cattle
Raisers Association, Texas Cattle Feeders Association and
Texas CattleWomen.

More information:
www.texasbeefcheckoff.com

