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TALL offers understanding of ag
well beyond the farm – and our nation
By Joe Osterkamp, TAD Board chairman

Some of you are probably asking, what exactly is TALL?
The Texas Agricultural Lifetime Leadership program was
designed to “create a cadre of Texas leaders to help ensure
effective understanding and encourage positive action on key
issues, theories, policy and economics that will advance the
agriculture industry.”
On Friday, June 6, my fellow 27 classmates and I became
the 13th class to graduate from this two-year program lead by
Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz of Texas A&M AgriLife Extension.
Our class traveled to five distinct agricultural regions of
Texas and visited California, Washington, D.C., and New York
to meet with producers and policymakers.
The program ended with an intensive two-week trip to
Brazil focusing on economic, environmental, social and
political issues that affect agriculture there and worldwide.
In addition to the travel, during those two years we had
homework to study the different issues each area faced and
how producers and policymakers were addressing them.

TAD Chairman Joe Osterkamp (center), a dairyman in
Muleshoe, visits with Brazilian dairyman Roberto Jank Jr. (left)
and Robison Celso Scorsolini (right), director of Diniscor
Agribusiness, on TALL’s visit to Jank’s dairy near Sao Paulo.
(Photo courtesy of Lindsay Kennedy of the United Sorghum Checkoff
Program)

So all this begs the question: Why would someone participate
in a program that takes so much time? Aren’t we all busy
(Continued, “TALL,” Page 2)
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enough with our families and businesses?
For my classmates and I, TALL provided an opportunity
to meet and see the wide variety of individuals, businesses
and infrastructure involved in agriculture production –
things most of us or the general public would never see or
experience. The program also showed us how intricately
connected we are to one another across the United States
and how that adds to the difficulties in creating farm policy
while dealing with the needs of an ever increasing urban
population.
We all have seen the statistics; few people have any
connection to agriculture today. For them, agriculture is a
nostalgic notion of the “little red barn.”
Today it is more important than ever that we have
agriculture producers engaged in a policymaking process,
which is done at the state and national level but has huge
implications for us on our individual farms.
TALL was a once in a lifetime experience that gave me
a new appreciation for an industry I am blessed to a part of
and the tools needed to be a more effective advocate on its
behalf.
Are you interested in participating in a future TALL
class? For more information, visit http://tall.tamu.edu. ▪

Sign up now for Southwest Dairy Day
Texas dairy producers are encouraged to attend the 2014
Southwest Dairy Day, set for 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Oct. 8 at Del Rio
Dairy near Friona. The event will be hosted by the Gingg
family, who own the dairy, and Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension. Rocky Gingg is a member of the TAD Board of
Directors.
Del Rio Dairy is located just south of the intersection of
State Highway 214 between Friona and Muleshoe and State
Highway 86 between Bovina and Dimmitt.
“Southwest Dairy Day is an annual event conducted by
AgriLife Extension,” said Dr. Ellen Jordan, AgriLife Extension
state dairy specialist. “We rotate locations throughout the state
to address new technologies that meet the needs of the industry.
We also feature an area dairy that has adopted some of those
technologies.”
Registration or donation information is available at
https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/Dairy. The program will be
free, open to the public and include tours, exhibitor booths,
product testing and lunch courtesy of Hi-Pro.
Demonstrations (2 DOPA CEUs) include composting
manure solids and their nutrient composition; efficient
irrigation strategies; and manure application/calibration.
Tours of the Del Rio Dairy will show off 3,800 milking
cows in a Saudi-style cow barn with a Double-45 parallel
parlor. The Del Rio Heifer Operation includes an open-dry lot
with 2,850 heifers. Visitors also will see the latest in cow
comfort and cooling, a special needs facility with Double-8
parallel parlor and a composting operation.
For more information, contact Sharon Harris at (972) 9529201 or srharris@ag.tamu.edu, or visit
http://texasdairymatters.org. ▪

TAD Board Action
The Texas Association of Dairymen Board of Directors
took the following actions at its August meeting:
• Approved a redesign of the TAD website.
• Approved a $1,000 contribution to sponsor the Texas
Department of Agriculture’s Family Land Heritage
Program.
• Heard updates on the following: a recent alleged
manure spill at a Sulphur Springs dairy that involved
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ); dairy industry rules under consideration by
the TCEQ; and the dairy industry lawsuit in the state
of Washington, for which TAD previously approved a
contribution.
• Heard from TAD Executive Director Darren Turley
that there is discussion about moving raw milk dairy
cattle testing responsibility from the Texas Department
of State Health Services to the Texas Animal Health
Commission.
• Heard from Turley that TAD was asked to meet with
the Texas Department of Transportation regarding a
possible increase in road load limits for dairy tankers.
• Heard a report from Ellen Jordan of Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension that the job opening for the
agency’s dairy specialist to be based in the High Plains
is on hold because of lack of funding.
The next Board meetings will be Oct. 9 in Lubbock in
connection with Southwest Dairy Day and Dec. 4 in
Grapevine. ▪

“Session,” Continued from Page 1
we are expecting this session and is working to develop
strategies to prepare for the possible outcomes.
These are just a few of the areas that we are working on
to lessen the impact on your operations.
The Texas Association of Dairymen applauds our
producers’ fortitude to work through the hardships of the
last few years, but now we all must work for a continued
bright future for Texas producers. ▪

Online changes for TAD: Website and Twitter
TAD’s online presence is continuing to grow and evolve.
TAD is preparing to revamp its website, which was last
revised in 2010. What would you like to see on the new
website? TAD wants your input!
Please visit TAD’s website www.milk4texas.org and look
for a link on the homepage to a survey designed to find out how
TAD members use the current site and how it could become
more useful.
In addition, TAD recently added Twitter to its social media
presence.
With Twitter, users send and read short 140-character
messages, known as “tweets.”
If you are on Twitter, please follow TAD @TXDairymen.
TAD also is on Facebook at www.facebook.com/texasdairy. ▪

Capitol Report
!

Meet Ken King: Freshman quickly positions himself as a leader
Finishing his first term as a member of the Texas House of
Representatives, Ken King (R-Canadian), is off to a fast start.
This born and raised Texas Panhandle official has quickly
positioned himself as an advocate for his extensive district. But
he also has quickly gained the respect of his colleagues by
being very knowledgeable about the numerous production
agriculture and various oil and gas issues not only within HD
88, but statewide. TAD recently asked King a few questions so
our members could get to know this important legislator.
Growing up and still living in Canadian, do you have a
background in agriculture or agriculture issues?
It is hard to live in Canadian and not have some ties to the
ag community. As a kid I worked on various ranches and
participated in rodeos all the way through college. I currently
own and operate BOX K CATTLE, LLC. This company is a
breeding operation that produces bucking bulls that perform in
the various bull ridings such as PBR as well as PRCA rodeos
across the nation.
What motivated you to run for the Legislature?
When I decided to run I was serving as president of the
Canadian ISD Board of Trustees. There were some school
finance issues that affected my school district that I did not
agree with. I tried asking current members to help. That didn’t
work, so I ran and fixed the problem myself.
What will be your #1 priority for the 84rd legislative
session, and why?
School finance and roads. School finance because the state
is currently being sued over equity. I believe I was elected to
solve problems, not wait for a judge to tell me what to do.
Roads because our infrastructure is severely overloaded.
Without roads, rural Texas cannot get our goods and services to
market.
What is the biggest challenge facing Texas, and why?
Water because we are running out! ▪

Ken King
House
District 88
Ken King (R-Canadian) is serving his first term as state
representative for House District 88.
His district includes 17 counties in the Panhandle and the
South Plains of Texas.
He currently serves on the House Public Education
Committee, the House Judiciary and Civil Jurisprudence
committee and the Joint Interim Committee to Study Education
Policy for a Skilled Workforce.
He is a member of the Energy Council and is the only
representative from Texas appointed to Legislative Energy
Horizon Institute. King also is a member of various caucuses in
the Texas House.
Prior to his election to the Texas House of Representatives,
Ken served on the school board for Canadian Independent
School District nearly five years, was a board member of the
Hemphill County Appraisal District’s Executive Board for more
than four plus years, served as president of the local YMCA
Board and coached youth soccer and football.
King was born and raised in Canadian. He and his wife,
Robin, are busy raising their two children who both attend
school at Canadian ISD. They are active members of the First
United Methodist Church in Canadian and the Harrington
Cancer Center “Circle of Friends.”
King is president of Black Gold Pump and Supply Inc. in
Canadian. ▪

A tip of the hat to Sen. Robert Duncan on his legislative retirement
By Shayne Woodard, TAD lobbyist

With much gratitude we salute the public service of Sen.
Robert Duncan (R-Lubbock) to the great state of Texas and
wish him well as the new Texas Tech University System
chancellor.
Before his appointment by the Texas Tech Board of
Regents, Duncan spent 18 years in the Texas Senate and four
years in the Texas House of Representatives. He began his
public service career as a special counsel to former Sen. John
Montford in 1989. This was the same year I came to Austin,
and so I have witnessed Duncan’s career from the beginning.
Over the past 25 years, I noticed that during every complicated

public policy issue debated by the Texas Legislature, you
would find Duncan either front and center or quietly working in
the shadows to find appropriate solutions.
Hanging in my office is a quote from former Lt. Gov. Bob
Bullock that I think is suitable and sums up Duncan’s public
service: “Politics and government together are the art of the
possible…and it’s amazing what can be accomplished for the
good of Texas if nobody worries about who gets the credit.”
Thank you Bob Duncan, and best of luck in your new
position at the fine institution of higher education – the Texas
Tech University System! ▪
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Special elections, new committee assignments mean changes at the Capitol
By Shayne Woodard, Lauren Wied and J Pete Laney, TAD lobbyists

Gov. Rick Perry has set Sept. 9 as the special election for
Texas Senate District 28 to replace Sen. Robert Duncan. The
winner must received 50 percent plus one vote to win. Should
no one reach that threshold, the two top vote getters will meet
in a runoff election to be set by Perry.
The open election race includes six candidates: Republicans
Jodey Arrington, E.M. Garza and former State Reps. Delwin
Jones and Charles Perry; Kerry Douglas McKennon, a
Libertarian; and Greg Wortham, a Democrat.
The top two candidates are expected to be Lubbock
residents Perry, a practicing CPA who recently resigned his
House seat to run, and former Texas Tech Vice Chancellor
Arrington, raised in Plainview. In recent financial reports, Perry
and Arrington had both raised about $200,000 for the special
election.
SD 28 includes 50 mostly rural West/Central Texas counties
running north to south from Childress to Junction, and east to
west from Eastland to Monahans.
▪▪▪▪
In the last Dairy Dispatch, we mentioned the changes in the
Texas Senate due to resignations, retirements and primary
losses for eight incumbent senators. This shift also means many
changes in Senate committees. A large portion of the senators
not be returning for next session were veteran members high on
the seniority list, allowing them the opportunity to oversee
various committees and hold some of the most sought-after

committee appointments.
Outgoing Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst recently filled many
vacancies in these committees, as outlined below. It is
important to note that these appointments could change when
the 84th Legislature convenes Jan. 13, when the new lieutenant
governor takes over.
Senate Committee on Finance
New Chair: Jane Nelson (R-Flower Mound)
New Members: Brian Birdwell (R-Granbury), Kelly
Hancock (R-North Richland Hills), Robert Nichols (RJacksonville) and Charles Schwertner (R-Georgetown)
These new members will replace Tommy Williams (R-The
Woodlands), Bob Deuell (R-Greenville), Robert Duncan (RLubbock) and Glenn Hegar (R-Katy).
Senate Committee on State Affairs
New Chair: Craig Estes (R-Wichita Falls)
Estes remains chair of the Senate Committee on
Agriculture, Rural Affairs and Homeland Security.
Senate Committee on Health & Human Services
New Chair: Charles Schwertner (R-Georgetown)
Senate Committee on Business & Commerce
New Chair: Kevin Eltife (R-Tyler)
Eltife remains chair of the Senate Committee on
Administration. ▪

