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2014 closing on positive notes for Texas dairy industry
What a year it has been! It is hard to believe that it is
this legislative interim, TAD has laid the groundwork for a
Christmas already and 2015 is almost here, but it has been a
successful legislative session – underway on Jan. 13 – by
joyous year for Texas dairy producers.
meeting with many returning and newly elected
Director’s Update
Record milk prices and moderate rainfall
lawmakers to discuss current issues facing the
Darren Turley
have made this year profitable for dairy farmers.
dairy industry.
Exports continue to increase and become a
We also will be educating legislators, dairy
bigger part of our milk market, and continued product
producers, the media and others through a newly revamped
development expands the use for milk in many more ways
TAD website. We’re preparing to launch it, so please watch
than ever imagined.
for an announcement soon. We think you’ll like what you see!
It has been a good year for dairy off the farm as well.
The time for family and celebration is at hand with a new
Sid Miller, a longtime friend of Central Texas dairymen
year just days away.
while representing them in the Texas House of
The Texas Association of Dairymen is looking forward to
Representatives, is our incoming Texas Agriculture
an upcoming year of ongoing advancement for the dairy
Commissioner. Russell Boening, a dairyman from Poth, south
industry.
of San Antonio, is the new Texas Farm Bureau president (see
This Christmas, please give thanks and remember the
photo below).
reason for the season.
The Texas Association of Dairymen has a great
The Texas Association of Dairymen wishes you and your
relationship with these men and many state legislators. During dairy family a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. ▪

Think elections are over? Not quite yet
By Shayne Woodard, Lauren Wied and J Pete Laney
TAD lobbyists

Even though the general election ended in November,
resulting personnel movement left several legislative seats still
to fill.
The election of Sen. Glenn Hegar as comptroller triggered a
five-way special election on Dec. 6.
The election was won without a runoff by State Rep. Lois
Kolkhorst (R-Brenham), who will represent the sprawling
Senate District 18 that runs from Brenham into Houston and
along the Gulf of Mexico to Corpus Christi.
Kolkhorst, who was chairman of a committee that heard the
raw milk bill, garnered nearly 56 percent of the vote, and now
there is a scramble to replace Kolkhorst in House District 13.
A special election is expected fairly soon with announced
candidates Austin County Judge Carolyn Bilski and former
statewide Railroad Commission candidate Becky Berger
entering the race.
Gov. Rick Perry has called three special elections for Jan. 6
to fill the seats being vacated by unsuccessful Democratic
(Continued, “Elections,” Page 4)

Dairyman elected new Farm Bureau president
Russell Boening (left) of Poth, a dairyman, farmer and
rancher, was recently elected president of the Texas Farm
Bureau, which represents more than 513,000 member families.
Boening grows several crops on his South Texas farm and
manages a beef cattle operation and a 450-cow dairy with his
brother and father. ▪
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Texas-Poland Young Farmer Exchange Program
For the past two years, the Texas Association of Dairymen has financially supported the Texas-Poland Young Farmer
Exchange Program, which has sent young Texas dairy students to Poland – and arranged for Polish dairy students to experience
time on a Texas dairy farm – in a five-week program. In Summer 2014, Connor Jackson, an Oklahoma State University student
whose family dairies at Bosqueville near Waco, participated in the program, while the Jackson family hosted two Polish students.
Below, Connor and his father, David, share their experiences.

From dairying to baseball, Polish
students learn about life in Texas
By David Jackson

WALCZ, Poland – My name is Connor Jackson, and this
past summer I was fortunate to be part of a student exchange
program sponsored by the Texas Association of Dairymen.
Over the course of five weeks, I worked with the Michalski
family in northwest Poland.
Along with getting to tour some of the rich culture in
Poland, I visited two dairies that each milk about 1,000
Holsteins. Here I learned the impacts of the European Union’s
subsidy program and saw the technological innovations dairies
have adopted in northern Poland. Along with the dairies, I also
visited poultry facilities, a food processing plant, a beef cattle
ranch and many World War II bunkers.
At the Michalski farms, I spent most of my days in the field
helping diagnose error messages – the farm used German-made
tractors, but all the equipment error messages were in English! I
also did quite a bit of job shadowing with almost everyone in
the company. I learned that many Polish have a good grasp on
the English language.
All in all, I am indebted to TAD for sending me on this once
in a lifetime learning experience. ▪

BOSQUEVILLE, Texas – While my son, Connor, was
in Poland, our family had a wonderful experience hosting
two young people from Poland this past summer.
We had Andrew and Julia come work on our farm for
about four weeks. They lived in the house with us, and we
streamlined them into our activities just like they were
family. Both were in their 20s, very similar to the ages of
our children, so it was easy to adjust to having them here.
Andrew was accomplished with machinery, and he spent
time baling hay and running the pack tractor while we put
up silage. Julia worked the scale house and weighed trucks
in and out. She also did a little cooking, so we got to try
some of the popular Polish cuisine.
Both of them worked very hard and were eager to learn,
not only things about the dairy business here in the United
States, but also about the American culture. We wanted to
give them a true taste of Texas, so, of course, we went to a
Texas Rangers baseball game, ate hot dogs and apple pie,
and went to a rodeo.
We also wanted them to see different dairying
operations, so we visited a couple of big dairies that milked
2,000-plus cows on a carousal. We toured two feedlots in
the Texas Panhandle where we are feeding out some steers,
and took in the show and sites at Palo Duro Canyon.
Julia and Andrew both grew up on dairies and shared
some of the practices they have on their farms. We have
since implemented some of their ideas into our program
with great success.
It was a very good experience for us. We still stay in
contact with them, and Julia has invited us to visit her farm
in Poland, even having her Dad extend the invitation by
phone. A visit to Poland is certainly something we would
like to do.
Farmers seem to always rise in their communities to
leadership roles. We are thankful that TAD has once again
demonstrated its leadership commitment with its strong
support of this program. ▪

Congressional ag panel has a Texas feel

Coming soon: New TAD website

Texas agriculture is in good hands in Washington, D.C.,
with House Committee on Agriculture leadership positions
going to two West Texas congressman for the next session of
Congress, which starts Jan. 3.
U.S. Rep. Michael Conaway of Midland will serve as
chairman, while U.S. Rep. Randy Neugebauer of Lubbock has
been named vice chairman. ▪

TAD is preparing to launch its new website, which will
feature an updated look and be functional on mobile devices
such as phones and tablets. Watch Facebook and Twitter for
an announcement, and remember to follow TAD on social
media as well as sign up through the website for email news
alerts. ▪

Five John Deere S690i combines used to harvest canola on the
Michalski family farm in northwest Poland. (Photo courtesy of
Connor Jackson).

Polish farms, culture, an enriching
summer experience for young Texan
By Connor Jackson

Capitol Report
!

Meet Charles Perry: serving West Texas in a new chamber
When longtime State Sen. Robert Duncan (R-Lubbock)
resigned, interest in filling the seat was intense, with six
candidates entering the race. Winning without a runoff –
unusual in a race with so many contenders – was State Rep.
Charles Perry, who had represented part of Lubbock and six
other counties since 2010. Moving from one side of the Texas
Capitol to the other, Perry didn’t miss a beat in serving not
only many of his former constituents, but residents of a vast
geographic district. TAD recently asked Perry a few questions
so our members – many of whom dairy in Perry’s district –
could get to know this important legislator.
What motivated you to leave your Texas House seat to run
for the Texas Senate?
When Senator Duncan resigned his Senate seat to become
chancellor of Texas Tech, I knew that whoever took his place in
the Legislature would have huge shoes to fill, especially when it
came to both rural issues and education. Senate District 28 is a
massive legislative district, spanning more than 51 counties and
geographically taking up more space than 20 states. From
cotton, to dairy, to even vineyards, the agricultural needs of the
district are many and diverse.
I knew that our district needed a senator with experience in
the legislative process and knowledge of the issues and policies
behind how the state works. I felt I was called to run for Senate
for this reason, and, even though I had a "free shot" as they
called it, I resigned my House seat to show my commitment to
running for this office (this also ensured House District 83
would not go without representation in the upcoming session
and prevented another costly special election).
What will be your #1 priority for the 84th legislative session,
and why?
My top priority for the upcoming session will be to ensure
that our budget is not wasteful while adequately funding all of
our priorities and pressing obligations. Texas is different from
the rest of the nation because we live within our means and, for
the most part, are fiscally responsible in how we appropriate
our funds. Education should be (and Constitutionally must be)
our priority in budgeting – we must ensure that these funds are
used to fund learning in the classroom and not squandered on
bureaucratic waste.
What is the biggest challenge facing Texas, and why?
The biggest challenge facing Texas right now is finding a
way to bend the curve on entitlement spending and reducing
individual dependence on government. For the first time in our
state's history, we will spend more on health and human
services than public education. While this is troubling on its
own, when you look at the numbers it is even scarier.
According to the Texas Health and Human Services
Commission, Texas' population increased 22.43 percent
between 2002 and 2013 – at the same time, our Medicaid

Charles Perry
Senate District 28
A native West Texan, Sen.
Charles Perry grew up and
attended high school in
Sweetwater. Upon graduation,
Perry went on to earn his
bachelor of business
administration degree in
accounting and management
information systems from Texas
Tech
University.
Currently,
Tech University. Currently, Perry
owns
and operates
a
successful certified public accountant (CPA) firm in Lubbock.
Perry has been married to his wife, Jacklyn, for more than
32 years. They have a daughter, Jordan, and a son, Matthew.
Perry was first elected to the Texas House of
Representatives in 2010. In September, he won a six-way
special election for the Senate District 28 seat without a runoff.
Perry sits on the Senate Committee on Higher Education. In
the Texas House, he served on the House Committee on
Appropriations and on the Select Committee on Transparency
in State Agency Operations, and served as vice chairman of the
House Committee on Government Efficiency and Reform. ▪
population increased by 73.89 percent. This is unsustainable;
we must find a way to turn this around before it becomes too
late.
Additionally, water infrastructure also continues to be a
huge challenge.
The dairy industry, and agriculture in general, are huge
economic drivers in your Senate district. What actions do
you think the Texas Legislature needs to take in 2015 to
preserve and grow these industries, so they can continue to
feed our state and beyond?
My job as a rural legislator is to educate my urban
counterparts on the important role that agriculture plays for the
entire state, not just my district. Often it is hard for someone
from Houston or Dallas to understand exactly why we need
particular legislation or funding for a particular program or
study until they see how it affects them. Taking time to explain,
or even better show them, how rural Texas works will more
times than not win them over to our cause.
Developing water infrastructure continues to be the issue of
the day.
Because desalination technologies have gotten progressively
less expensive, many communities in my district now have
untapped water resources below the ground. It is the
(Continued, “Perry,” Page 4)
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“Elections,” Continued from Page 1
candidate for lieutenant governor and State Sen. Leticia Van de
Putte (D-San Antonio) and State Reps. Mike Villarreal (D-San
Antonio) and Tim Kleinschmidt (R-Lexington).
Van de Putte and Villarreal are leaving their seats to run for
mayor of San Antonio. Candidates for Van de Putte’s Senate
District 26 seat include State Reps. Trey Martinez-Fisher and
Jose Menendez, both Democrats.
Should either of them win, their House seats will have to be
filled by a special election.
Kleinschmidt is leaving his House District 17 seat – a rural
district located between Austin and Houston – to join
Agriculture Commissioner-elect Sid Miller as general counsel
at the Texas Department of Agriculture.
Miller also recently announced that Jason Fearneyhough
will serve as his deputy agriculture commissioner. Former
director of the Wyoming Department of Agriculture,
Fearneyhough will bring many years of experience to the TDA.

Abbott and Patrick announcements
Gov.-elect Greg Abbott has unveiled his policy priorities,
including saying he intends to spend $4 billion per year from
existing taxes to build out road infrastructure in this growing
state.
In November, voters agreed to dedicate some funding for
roads, and the Texas Department of Transportation is expecting
a cash transfer of $1.7 billion for road construction before the

end of the year.
Abbott also recently announced key leadership positions for
the governor’s office, including longtime aide Daniel Hodge as
chief of staff, Insurance Commissioner Julia Rathgeber as
deputy chief of staff and Deputy Ag Commissioner Drew
DeBerry as policy director.
Lt. Gov.-elect Dan Patrick also announced his leadership
team. Among the team are three Capitol veterans: Mike
Morrissey, Walter Fisher and Logan Spence. Morrissey, a fiscal
policy expert who has worked for Gov. Rick Perry since 2001,
will serve as Patrick's budget director. Fisher, a lobbyist with
experience as parliamentarian in both the House and Senate,
will be a senior adviser. Spence, who has served as a longtime
Senate aide and most recently as campaign manager, will be
chief of staff. ▪
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communities without this that I worry about, because they
will always rely on other communities for their water
supply.
Texas lawmakers are projected to have a budget surplus
for the coming biennium. Should forecasts hold, where
should the Texas Legislature focus these extra funds?
We should use our surplus to provide tax relief for small
businesses, so that they can invest more money into our
economy and keep our state growing! ▪

