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TAD benefits by leading, participating in agriculture coalitions
Hard to believe it is 2014! Last year was a busy one for the even more important in recent years. A large majority of those
Texas Association of Dairymen with the regular and special
who set and influence public policy in Texas do not
legislative sessions, the start of CAFO permit
understand how food gets from the farm to the
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renewals with the Texas Commission on
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Environmental Quality and many other issues.
a stronger voice to show legislators that Texas
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the past year is as an active member, and leader, of the Texas
challenges, not only helps feed the state and the world, but
Agriculture Council (TAC) and other organizations.
also is an important contributor to local economies and
TAC is an informal coalition of 65 organizations
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representing the wide spectrum of agriculture in our state. I
TAD and our dairy members benefit not only from this
am starting my second year as chairman of the Council.
strength-in-numbers promoting agriculture as a whole; the
TAC’s mission is to promote discussion of political,
state’s dairy industry also benefits by having TAD in a
legislative and regulatory issues that affect Texas agriculture.
leadership role. As TAC chairman and the contact person for
TAC is active at the state Capitol in lobbying and rulemaking.
the Council, I have the opportunity to visit one-on-one with
The Council meets weekly during session and monthly out of
legislators about their issues and then educate them on
session to discuss proposed bills with legislators and to meet
possible impacts to the dairy industry. This is the chance to
candidates running for office across the state.
build relationships and inform the legislators about the tough
(Continued, “Coalition,” Page 2)
Educating Texas lawmakers about agriculture has become

Politicians spending time outside Austin on the campaign trail
By Shayne Woodard, J Pete Laney and Lauren Wied, TAD lobbyists

Not too many legislators are spending time at the Capitol
right now, with no legislative session and campaigns in full
swing. So TAD is continuing to take its messages to
lawmakers in their home districts.
TAD Executive Director Darren Turley and the TAD lobby
team last fall began to strategically tour different parts of the
state to deliver information about TAD and the dairy
industry’s issues.
In the fall, the team visited lawmakers in the Houston and
San Antonio areas.
Those visits are continuing this spring. In January, TAD
traveled to the Dallas area, and we hope to meet with some
West Texas legislators in March.
▪▪▪
As mentioned, campaigning is in high gear for the March 4
Republican and Democratic primaries.
And that means candidates are busy raising money to get
their message out. Jan. 15 marked the release of candidate
reports of money raised in the July-December 2013 reporting
period. This report is the first indication of who has an

advantage in the upcoming election season.
The campaign with the most attention, both statewide and
nationally, is for the open governor’s seat.
Attorney General Greg Abbott and State Sen. Wendy Davis
are the assumed candidates for their respective parties. Davis
reportedly out-raised Abbott during the second half of 2013,
although there is some dissension regarding this claim, since
she is accounting for her funds with three separate entities.
Counting all three entities, Davis reportedly raised $12.2
million in the last half of 2013.
In the four-way Republican primary for the open agriculture
commission seat, Eric Opiela dominated fundraising during the
reporting period, bringing in $648,063 and giving him twice as
much cash on hand ($1.18 million) as the next highest total.
Most of the money is from Opiela himself in the form of
personal donations and loans.
▪▪▪
Changes at the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality: Richard A. Hyde is appointed executive director,
succeeding Zak Covar, who was appointed as a commissioner. ▪
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Save the Date – 2014

TAD Board Action

Feb. 28 – East Texas Forage Conference (DOPA Credit)
9:30 a.m.- 4 p.m., Rains County Fairgrounds. RSVP by Feb.
24 to Rains County Extension Office. More info: Dr. Ellen
Jordan, (972) 952-9212.

The Texas Association of Dairymen Board of Directors took
the following actions at its January meeting:
• Approved a bylaws amendment to allow directors to
serve up to nine consecutive years, up from a
maximum of six consecutive years.
• Approved a $10,000 donation to the Texas Beef
Check-Off Alliance for the state beef check-off
initiative set for May.
• Approved a $2,000 donation to the Dublin Lions Club
to continue a dairy event in Central Texas.
• Approved a $4,000 contribution toward the Polish
dairy student exchange program for 2014.
• Tabled discussion of a contribution to the Washington
State Dairy Federation for legal fees in the EPA
lawsuit against five Washington dairy farms.
• Performed an annual review of staff contracts for
2014, which were renewed.
• Heard a report from TAD Executive Director Darren
Turley about his attendance at the American Farm
Bureau meeting in San Antonio and the Texas
Agriculture Council meeting with various political
candidates. Turley also gave an update on the status of
the TCEQ CAFO permits that are being filed.
• Heard a report from Dr. Ellen Jordan of Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension on the search for a dairy extension
specialist in the Panhandle, which will be a joint
position with the Texas Veterinarian Medical
Diagnostic Laboratory. Dr. Jordan also discussed the
research position at Tarleton State University, which
will be a joint position between Extension and TSU.
• Heard an overview from Marty McKinzie, Dairy MAX
director of industry relations, on the dairy promotion
structure and detailed the activities Dairy MAX
conducts to promote dairy consumption and consumer
awareness.
The next Board meeting will be March 4 in Lubbock in
conjunction with the High Plains Dairy Conference. ▪

March 4 – Primary Election Day
March 5-6 – High Plains Dairy Conference
The Overton Hotel & Conference Center, Lubbock.
Brochure: http://bit.ly/N4tCuh. More info: (785) 532-2370.
April 1 – Dairy Heat Stress Road Show
10 a.m.-2:45 p.m., Texas A&M AgriLife Research and
Extension Center, 1229 U.S. 281, Stephenville. Brochure:
http://texasdairymatters.org/files/2013/09/New-Trifold.pdf.
More info: Dr. Whit Weems, (254) 965-1460,
w-weems@tamu.edu.
April 23-24 – Mid-South Ruminant Nutrition
Conference
Grapevine Embassy Suites, Grapevine. Sponsored by Texas
Animal Nutrition Conference and Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service. More information: Dr. Ellen Jordan, (972)
952-9212. ▪

TAD lobbyist J Pete Laney and TAD Executive Director Darren
Turley with State Rep. Mary Gonzalez, D-El Paso.

Could dairy cows return to El Paso?
The Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) recently
held public hearings in El Paso and Hudspeth counties as part
of a study to determine whether the dairy industry could return
to the area.
A Bovine tuberculosis (TB) risk assessment of livestock and
wildlife, including testing of cattle, in the area will be
conducted in February, and the study should be complete by
May, according to the TAHC.
Dairy cows have been prohibited in parts of the two
counties since 2003 as a result of recurring and long term TB
infection in local dairies, and the loss of Texas' TB Free
designation by USDA.
About 12,000 head of cattle in 10 dairies were in the El
Paso milk shed prior to the prohibition. ▪

“Coalition,” Continued from Page 1
conditions that the state’s dairy producers have survived in
recent years.
TAD also has a seat on the executive committees of the
Texas Agriculture Cooperative Council and the Office of
the State Chemist.
These organizational relationships are another way TAD
can help shape policy and strengthen ties with our
lawmakers.
These are but a few of the other groups that TAD works
closely with across the state.
The Texas Association of Dairymen continues to
represent you and your operation in a positive manner at the
Capitol, but our work leading other organizations is further
building relationships that will protect your operation not
only this year but for years to come. ▪

Capitol Report
!

Meet Dr. Dee Ellis: Caretaker of Texas’ livestock health
Born on a dairy farm, it was inevitable that Dee Ellis would
grow up to have a career in agriculture. But instead of running
a veterinary practice, Ellis has found himself leading the Texas
Animal Health Commission with roughly 200 employees.
Created in 1893, TAHC is charged to make and enforce
regulations to prevent, control and eradicate infectious animal
diseases that endanger livestock. TAD recently asked Ellis a
few questions so our members could get to know this powerful
agency director.
Please tell our members about growing up on a dairy farm
and how that upbringing influenced your career path.
My parents owned a small Jersey dairy near Comanche
when I was young. My memories include the realization that
the cows needed milking whether it was hot or cold, you had a
Little League baseball game, or any other thing a young boy
wanted to do. My mom always emphasized the fact that cows
came first in our family, as my dad was out of town buying
some milk cows the day I was born. I was taught that milking
was a full time job, and the health and well-being of those cows
were our priority if you wanted to make a living. Even after we
were out of the dairy business, my dad kept at least one Jersey
cow around with three or four orphan calves to raise. So I
learned discipline in taking care of the animals, respect for
animals, concern for their health, and generally how rewarding
it was to put food on the table from animals you raise.
What drew you to the public policy – rather than the
practical – aspect of agriculture and animal health?
I fell into public service by accident. I loved practicing
veterinary medicine and took a state job temporarily while I
decided where to build a mixed practice. Thirty years later I am
still in the public policy world rather than private clinical
practice, and don’t regret it at all. I believe you need good
people in all aspects of the animal health industry, and I am
proud to be helping a different type of clients (industry) through
public policy partnerships, rather than just clinical partnerships.
During your career you’ve worked extensively on cattle
brucellosis, from managing outbreaks to prevention. How is
Texas’ livestock industry now positioned on TB risk?
Bovine tuberculosis is the most serious regulatory disease
risk facing not only the Texas dairy industry, but the cattle
industry as a whole. That is because TB can impact human
health, animal health and marketability all at the same time.
The animal health infrastructure in the United States is
undergoing a downward transformation right now where the
USDA oversight and commitment to traditional disease
eradication programs such as bovine TB is diminishing before
the eradication finish line was crossed. This puts the extra
burden of responsibility to continue to fight TB with state
animal health agencies like TAHC and the industries they
affect.
With our current cattle trade practices with Mexico, TB will

TAHC Board Member and dairymen Brandon Bouma, Dr.
Dee Ellis, and TAD Executive Director Darren Turley.

Dr. Dee Ellis
TAHC Executive Director & State Veterinarian
Dee Ellis has been the Texas state veterinarian and
executive director of the Texas Animal Health Commission
(TAHC) since December 2009. Dr. Ellis operated a mixed
animal veterinary practice for two years in Gonzales before
hiring on with the state. He spent 28 years in various roles
with the TAHC before becoming state veterinarian,
including as a livestock inspector in Comanche, field
veterinarian in Wharton, regional veterinarian for central
Texas in Rockdale and assistant state veterinarian in Austin.
Dr. Ellis received a BS in animal science from Texas
State University in 1980, a doctor of veterinary medicine
degree from Texas A&M University in 1984, and returned
to Texas State to earn a master’s in public administration in
2002. He lives in Rockdale with his wife Cheryln. ▪
be a never ending risk. We have to create adequate traceability	
  
to quickly find animals at risk, whether for TB or any other
animal disease. It is TB we are fighting on a daily basis in
Texas right now, though, in the cattle industry. With our
extensive feeder industry utilizing Mexican cattle, a 1,200-mile
border with Mexico, more beef cattle than any other state, more
large slaughter plants than any other state, and with dairies
fleeing Western states every week to move to Texas – we must
stay vigilant and stand ready for all disease contingencies, but
especially TB.
What is the future of animal disease protection in Texas?
Will we see more incidents after the reduction of animals in
our livestock auction? Is foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) a
concern?
(Continued, “Animal Health,” Page 4)
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USDA recently completed a risk analysis on the
introduction of FMD from either Canada or Mexico into the
United States, and Texas was the number one state to be
affected by the disease if it came from either country, due to the
amount of trade we have with them. As I mentioned above, the
burden of protection for animal disease prevention and response
in Texas in the future will be primarily the responsibility of the
Texas industries themselves, their affiliated stakeholder
organizations and the TAHC staff. The TAHC needs the
support of the Texas industries it serves to ensure it has the
proper tools to protect them, whether it be funding for
personnel, equipment or support of necessary rules and
regulations to prevent future disease outbreaks.
You’ve just begun your fifth year as TAHC director. What
do you consider your biggest accomplishment to date, and
what agency goals do you have for the future?
The biggest accomplishment so far has been steering the
TAHC through a 50 percent reduction in budget and staffing in
2011 without losing the professionalism and service of our staff
to serve the Texas livestock and poultry industries. TAHC
prides itself in public service and professionalism, and I believe
we have been able to maintain that through recent rough times.
Thanks to support from industry groups like TAD, our budget is
better now. As we move forward, the goal is to rebuild the
agency back to a level where it can service all industries as
needed and as they desire.
Because the TAHC oversees many species and industry

groups, we have to adapt to changing times. There are new
challenges with Chronic Wasting Disease, concerns in the
cervid industry, more feral swine than any other state, the
introduction of piroplasmosis from Mexico within our equine
industry, and the emergence of various new viral diseases
challenging the pork, poultry and horse industries.
Our agency staff has to embrace change and adapt not only
to new disease threats, but also accommodate the innovative
agriculture practices out there right now, while continuing to
support traditional disease programs such as bovine brucellosis
and TB which have not been eradicated.
As USDA oversight and protection goes away, we need to
fill the gap in partnership with industry – often to mitigate risk
of disease introduction rather than completely prevent it.
Finally, Texas has the largest animal health infrastructure of
any state, and I believe we have an obligation to help our
neighboring states. If we help them, the rewards will come back
to us through healthier neighbors, trade channels and a bettertrained Texas staff. As an example, TAHC helped TB test dairy
cows in New Mexico during the recent USDA government
shutdown, and I have offered to send our vets and inspectors to
help with TB testing in California as that state struggles with
TB in its dairy industry.
We stand ready to support animal health issues in the
emergency response world if a catastrophic hurricane like Ike
were to hit the Gulf Coast again.
Because of our size, experience and quality staff, we are
seen as leaders by other state animal health agencies, and I am
proud of that. ▪

