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Cows at the Capitol: TAD Board advocates for dairy industry
With the Texas legislative session well underway, the
The legislative session quickens daily until the end of
Texas Capitol is abuzz with activity, including dairy lobbying. session on June 1. The deadline to file most bills is March 13,
The Texas Association of Dairymen was among
and committees are beginning to meet into the
Director’s Update
the many groups and individuals who crowded
night to hear testimony on pending legislation.
Darren Turley
offices to visit with legislators in recent weeks.
There is never a shortage of issues that can
TAD Board members and staff made more
impact your dairy farm. This session we will
than 60 office visits to various representatives and senators
see legislation regarding raw milk, transportation and water,
and their staffs. Targeted were legislators who sit on key
just to name a few.
committees that consider our issues or those who represent
To learn more about TAD’s position on some of these
areas of the state with a large dairy presence.
topics, visit the “Issues” section of our newly revised website,
Board members also met with Texas Department of
www.milk4texas.org.
Agriculture and Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC)
The Texas Association of Dairymen staff has worked for
staffs and were given an update on the tuberculosis infected
many years to build relationships with many lawmakers and
dairies in the Panhandle by Dr. Dee Ellis, state veterinarian
their staffs to prepare for the time when legislation arises that
and TAHC executive director. This gave the board insight
has an impact on the Texas dairy industry.
into the regular activities of the TAD staff to address the wide
This session will be no different than those of the past; we
array of rulemakeing activities that can affect our state’s dairy
will work hard until the end to continue to protect your farm
farms.
and family from whatever issues arise. ▪

New faces fill the Capitol hallways
By Shayne Woodard, Lauren Wied and J Pete Laney
TAD lobbyists

The many new faces around the Capitol for the 84th
legislative session mark a significant change in the political
landscape in Texas. Sworn in to the Texas Legislature in
January were 37 new legislators – 27 in the House and 10 in
the Senate.
The turnover of leadership and of membership is significant
for a number of reasons. Texans will face some serious
challenges in the upcoming Legislature – from budget to water
to taxation to education funding. Based on the election results,
there will be 65 combined freshman and sophomore members
in the House and 15 combined freshman and sophomore
members in the Texas Senate – almost 45 percent of the Texas
Legislature will have less than two years of political
experience.
With all of these new faces, it comes as no surprise that
many have been appointed to committees with jurisdiction
over issues important to the dairy industry. Committees
relevant to the dairy industry are listed on Page 4.
(Continued, “Committees,” Page 4)

Taking aim at dairy issue education
State Rep. Mary González (D-Clint) shows off a cannon at
the front door of the Texas Capitol as the TAD Board prepares
to visit legislative offices. For more on TAD’s Dairy Day, see
Page 2. ▪
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Dairy Day at the Texas Capitol
In what has become a biennial tradition, TAD Board members from across the state traveled to Austin in February to visit with
Texas legislators and their staffs about the state’s dairy industry and its concerns. Board members navigated the maze of crowded
Capitol hallways to deliver written information and a sample of Core Power, a real milk protein drink developed by Select Milk
Producers and launched in 2013 in partnership with The Coca-Cola Co.
The Board also hosted an informal dinner attended by State Rep. Mary González; Dr. Dee Ellis, state veterinarian and
executive director of the Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC); and Texas Department of Agriculture and TAHC staff. In
addition, it attended a meeting of the Texas Agriculture Council, of which TAD is a member, and held its annual and regular Board
meetings.
TAD will return to Austin for its April Board meeting. ▪
For more photos, see TAD’s Facebook page or our website Photo Gallery

Dairy producers and TAD Board Secretary Johan and Sonya
Koke of Dublin visit with State Rep. Tracy King (R-Batesville),
chairman of the House Agriculture and Livestock Committee, in
King’s Capitol office.

TAD Board reallocates board seats,
re-elects executive committee members
The 13-member TAD Board of Directors will change
slightly for 2015 as the result of shifts in milk production.
Board membership is based on the number of individual
producer members of each cooperative and the pounds of milk
the cooperative´s members market in Texas. The Board also
includes one associate member.
Moving forward, Select Milk Producers will add a seat,
while DFA Southwest will lose a seat.
That brings Board seat allocations to: Associate Member
(1); DFA Southwest (5); Select Milk Producers (3); DFA
Southeast (2); and Hilmar (2). TAD Board members are
designated by their milk cooperatives.
The Board also voted unanimously to retain the current
executive committee leadership:
Chairman: Joe Osterkamp, Muleshoe, Select Milk Producers
First vice chairman: Lyndon Ramsey, Emory, DFA
Southeast
Second vice chairman: Larry Hancock, Muleshoe, DFA
Southwest
Secretary: Johan Koke, Dublin, DFA Southwest
Treasurer: Gary DeVos, Plainview, DFA Southwest. ▪

Dr. Dee Ellis (left), state veterinarian and executive director of
the Texas Animal Health Commission, with TAD Board
members Lynn Ramsey of Emory and Tom Miller of Sulphur
Springs.

“Miller,” Continued from Page 3
healthy environment are what keep us in business. We
would be out of work otherwise. We must work together to
educate those living in urban and suburban areas about how
we protect our resources, and I look forward to partnering
with the Texas Association of Dairyman to do just that. ▪

TAD unveils new logo, revised website
How do you like our new look? In January, the Texas
Association of Dairymen launched a new logo (seen on the
front page of this newsletter) and a streamlined website
designed to be functional on mobile devices such as phones and
tablets.
How many cows are in your county? The answer can now
be found quickly on an interactive Texas dairy map that is just
one of the new features on the TAD website. The map provides
a snapshot of dairy industry data specific to each Texas county
and Texas legislative district, giving Texans and lawmakers a
better picture of how dairy producers and processors play a role
in their local communities and economies.
Other website features include dairy issues information;
recent news; a library of TAD newsletters, press releases and
other material; and information about TAD. ▪

Capitol Report
!

Meet Sid Miller: State’s top agriculture promoter, protector
With an extensive background in agriculture, Texas’ newest
Agriculture Commissioner was able to hit the ground running
when he took office in January. A longtime friend of the state’s
dairy industry, Miller has quickly outlined an extensive agenda
that includes safeguarding water resources to ensure access for
farmers and ranchers, fighting to secure the nation’s border
with Mexico, promoting the best Texas-grown and Texas-made
products through the GO TEXAN program, and pushing polices
to continue growing the Texas economy and creating jobs.
TAD recently asked Miller a few questions so our members
could get to know this statewide elected official.
What motivated you to run for Agriculture Commissioner?
My entire life has revolved around agriculture. I grew up in
FFA and then began my career as an ag teacher. Add nine
world titles in rodeo competitions and my time serving as the
chairman of the Agriculture and Livestock Committee in the
Texas House of Representatives, and one might say, agriculture
is in my DNA. It has always been a dream of mine to serve the
people of the great state of Texas as their Agriculture
Commissioner and now the dream has come true.
What are your top short-term and long-term goals for the
Department of Agriculture?
We need to make sure every Texan – from our urban
neighbors to our friends in rural areas – understands the
relevance of the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA).
Whether you’re living in the metro area of Houston or on a
ranch in Hale County, Texas agriculture matters in each of our
lives, and it’s my mission to educate every Texan on
agriculture’s importance.
In the short term, we are planning international trips with
TDA staff members to expand Texas ag exports to nations all
across the globe. My team and I also are working with the
Texas Legislature to restore funding to TDA to ensure we can
improve services and better serve the people of this great state.
In the long term, we must ensure agriculture has a seat at the
table when we talk about water planning. Texas’ water plan for
the next 50 years must balance the interests of rural, suburban
and urban areas of the state. Without proper water resources,
agriculture will suffer and that could lead to devastating
consequences for the entire state.
How will those goals benefit and promote the state’s
agriculture industry?
No other industry is more important in our state than
agriculture. Texas agriculture is everything to each and every
one of us. Statistics back it up, too. Take this fact for example:
Agriculture employs one out of every seven working Texans in
some form or fashion, whether it’s working on a dairy farm or
transporting agricultural products.
My goal is to grow our agriculture industry and surpass the
$115 billion it currently adds to our economy. Expanding our

Sid Miller
Texas Agriculture
Commissioner
Sid Miller is serving as the
12th Texas Commissioner of
Agriculture, with his first term
beginning in January 2015.
During his six terms as a
member of the Texas House of
Representatives, Miller brought
his real world agriculture experience to the table. He’s your everyday man who’s made a
difference in his community and for the Lone Star State by
working as a small businessman, community leader, school
teacher, agriculturist and former school board member.
Miller was born in De Leon, Texas, and has a deep-rooted
history in Texas’ agriculture industry. He is a cattle rancher and
farmer, as well as the owner/operator of a commercial nursery
business.
In the Texas House of Representatives, Miller served as
chairman of the House Agriculture and Livestock Committee.
He also is a professional rodeo cowboy and holds nine
American Quarter Horse Association world championship
titles.
He is a graduate of Tarleton State University in
Stephenville, where he received a Bachelor of Science in
Vocational Agriculture Education. Miller maintains close ties
to Stephenville, where he owns and operates a nursery
business.
Miller and his wife, Debra, have been married for 36 years
and have two sons and two grandchildren. ▪
industry will help the the Texas economy, and ultimately, this
growth will translate into prosperity for all of our citizens.
You’ve long been a friend of the dairy industry and, of
course, hail from one of the state’s top dairy areas –
what changes do you envision need to happen specifically
for the dairy industry for it to continue to thrive?
We need the federal government to follow the Texas model
of low taxes, fewer regulations and a fair court system. As
Texas Agriculture Commissioner, I am going to fight to make
sure the Environmental Protection Agency and other federal
agencies stay out of the way. An overreaching regulatory
system could hurt many of our dairy operations, and I plan to
fight any rules or legislation that will break the backs of our
dairy producers.
Our farmers and ranchers are the original environmentalists,
conservationists and stewards of the land. Our animals and a
(Continued, “Miller,” Page 2)
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“Committees,” Continued from Page 1
Senate: Agriculture, Water and Rural Affairs
Chair: Charles Perry (R-Lubbock)
Vice Chair: Judith Zaffirini (D-Laredo)
This committee was granted additional jurisdiction this
session over water-related policy. This newly organized
committee is chaired by new senator Charles Perry – the first
freshman to be appointed a chairman since 1991-92. Perry’s
district is largely rural and includes a vast amount of
production agriculture as well as almost 50,000 dairy cows. His
understanding of our issues as well as his existing relationship
with TAD will be helpful in working toward solutions for
Texas dairies.
Senate: Transportation
Chair: Robert Nichols (R-Jacksonville)
Vice Chair: Don Huffines (R-Dallas)
Nichols, re-appointed as chairman, has previously
championed oversize/overweight permitting reform.
House: Agriculture and Livestock
Chair: Tracy King (D-Batesville)
Vice Chair: Charles “Doc” Anderson (R-Waco)
While the chairman and vice chairman remain the same, the
committee includes three new members: Matt Rinaldi (RIrving), David Simpson (R-Longview) and John Cyrier (RLockhart). King is from a large production agriculture area and
has been very supportive of rural affairs issues.

House: Environmental Regulation
Chair: Geanie Morrison (R-Victoria)
Vice Chair: Eddie Rodriguez (D-Austin)
New chairwoman Morrison is a veteran House member with
a largely agricultural district. New committee members include
Ken King (R-Canadian), Phil King (R-Weatherford), J.M.
Lozano (R-Kingsville) and vice chairman Rodriguez.
House: Natural Resources
Chair: Jim Keffer (R-Eastland)
Vice Chair: Trent Ashby (R-Lufkin)
Chairman Keffer was a little surprised and several water
lobbyist were surprised as many thought this chairmanship
would go to one of two San Antonio-area members who tend to
file water legislation.
Keffer is a down-the-middle straight shooter and likely will
find himself refereeing local/regional water fights as the
drought continues to plague most of the state. Of the
committee’s 11 members, six are new.
House: Public Health
Chair: Myra Crownover (R-Lake Dallas)
Vice Chair: Elliott Naishtat (D-Austin)
New chairwoman Crownover brings a lot of budget
expertise to the committee where direct and indirect fiscal
issues related to Obamacare continue to plague the healthcare
industry and the state budget. Naishtat returns as vice chairman.
New members include: César Blanco (D-El Paso), Rick Miller
(R-Sugar Land) and John Zerwas (R-Richmond). ▪

