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State veterinary labs offer numerous services to aid dairymen
As director of the Texas Association of Dairymen, I
rhinotracheitis and leptospirosis. Producers tell me the
continue to look for ways to help Texas dairy producers.
TVMDL services they use most are abortion screening or still
This month I want to tell you about a
birth analysis.
Director’s Update
resource that you either rmay not know about or
Another useful service is providing a
Darren Turley
may not be using to its fullest potential. The
metabolic profile for your herd to help identify
Texas Veterinary Medical Diagnostic
potential issues with nutritional and
Laboratory (TVMDL) is a valuable tool in your animal health
management practices. Metabolic profiles of dairy cows are
program. The agency’s new director, Dr. Bruce Akey, and I
used for two general reasons.
recently discussed the differences in the type of lab work done
The first is to assess the nutritional status of healthy cows
here in Texas and at Cornell University, where he previously
performing at an acceptable level to attempt to identify and
was director.
thereby recognize any nutritional problems before they
The various Texas labs do not perform nearly as many
surface as a production or health related issue.
dairy tests as the Cornell lab. I believe Texas dairy producers
The second reason is to identify or eliminate potential
should look at the opportunities that the TVMDL labs in
nutritional issues in cows or herds with poor performance
College Station and Amarillo offer in the way of tests for your records, i.e., high incidence of transition problems, low milk
animals. You probably are aware of the tests available to
production, poor pregnancy rates, etc.
diagnose diseases such as brucellosis, trichomoniasis,
Since a high prevalance of calving related diseases are
(Continued, “TVMDL,” page 4)
salmonella, Johne’s, bovine viral diarrhea, infectious bovine

Mooo-ving on from the Legislature
By J Pete Laney, Lauren Wied and Shayne Woodard
TAD lobbyists

With the end of the political campaign contribution
moratorium lifted – under state law, lawmakers can’t begin
fundraising until the day after the veto deadline, which was
June 21 – fundraising and campaigning are already back in full
swing. With a number of retirements already announced, this is
sure to be another active campaign season.
To date, 14 members (two senators, 12 representatives)
have announced that they will not seek re-election in the next
cycle. Here’s who has announced, since the listing in the June
Dairy Dispatch, they will not seek re-election for the 85th
Legislature in 2016:
Sen. Kevin Eltife (R-Tyler) was elected to the Senate in
2004 after serving as a city councilman and mayor in Tyler. To
him, the decision to retire was personal. “I really never set out
to stay a long time ... and I've been in public office for 23
years, and think that's enough,” he said.
Two Republican House members announced their intention
to run for Eltife’s Senate District 1 seat: David Simpson of
(Continued, “Political Moves,” Page 2)

TAD on the road in Waco
The TAD Board met in Waco in July at the headquarters of
the Texas Farm Bureau, where they met with senior staff as
well as held their regular meeting. Learn more about new TFB
president, Russell Boening, a dairyman, on Page 3. The Board
will meet in September in College Station. ▪
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Longview and Bryan Hughes of Mineola. As a result, their
seats will be open in the Texas House. To date, Hughes has
rolled out endorsements from several statewide
officeholders.
Rep. Jim Keffer (R- Eastland) served District 60 for 10
terms. Announcing his intention in a press release, he cited
his and his wife’s desire to spend time with their growing
family, and gave thanks for the district’s support over the
past 19 years. A retired constable in Granbury, Mike Lang,
announced his intention to run for the seat before Keffer had
announced his retirement.
Rep. Patricia Harless (R-Spring), first elected in 2006,
told the Texas Tribune why she chose not to run again: “I'm
just really disappointed in the way the Republicans act in
the Texas House. People need to know that consensus and
moderation and working across the aisle is not a bad thing.
Some Republicans cater to the four or five percent who vote
in the Republican primaries. That's not who we represent;
we represent everybody in our districts.”
Rep. Scott Turner (R-Frisco), who unsuccessfully ran
for House Speaker this past session, announced his decision
not to return in an email to constituents, hinting that he is
not done with politics.
Rep. John Otto (R-Dayton) made his announcement
after a decade in the Texas House and fresh off his first
session as chairman of the powerful Appropriations
Committee. “This was not an easy decision, but I never
intended for this experience to be a lifelong endeavor,” he
said. “After accomplishing much of what I set out to do
when first elected, the time is right for me to step aside.”
Rep. Marisa Márquez (D-El Paso) will retire as the
first El Paso woman, and only the second El Pasoan since
1959, to be appointed to the Appropriations Education
Subcommittee. “My vital role in the budget process has
awarded me an invaluable opportunity to bring wonderful
things to El Paso,” said Márquez in a news release. “For
this, I am grateful and feel it is time to allow someone new
to continue building upon these accomplishments.”
Rep. Myra Crownover (R-Lake Dallas) first joined the
Texas House representing District 64 after filling the ballot
spot held by her husband, who died of leukemia during his
2000 election campaign. She will leave office as chair of the
powerful Public Health Committee, saying she “decided it is
time for the next chapter in my life.”
While Rep. Jose Farias (D-San Antonio) had earlier
announced he would not seek re-election, he instead decided
to resign his seat immediately, submitting his letter of
resignation to Gov. Greg Abbott on Aug. 10. Abbott will
need to call a special election to fill this District 118 seat,
which already is drawing candidates, including Farias’ son.
▪▪▪
Agriculture Commissioner Sid Miller honored Rep.
Charles “Doc” Anderson (R-Waco) with the TDA’s Top
Hand Award, given to an individual who has shown
exemplary dedication to working for the betterment of Texas
agriculture. ▪

Southwest Dairy Day set for October
By Ellen R. Jordan, Ph.D., ACAN
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension

Southwest Dairy Day will return to Central Texas on
Thursday, Oct. 22. The Henk Postmus Family will host this
year’s event at Postmus Organic Dairy just south of Dublin off
FM 219. The event will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and
lunch will be served.
Southwest Dairy Day is sponsored by Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service.
The Postmus Organic Dairy has a New Zealand style opensided parlor, which is unique to the area. In addition, attendees
will see cows being “vacuumed” to capture flies as they exit the
parlor.
The dairy utilizes a pivot irrigation system on grazing
paddocks near the parlor. Special springs allow the irrigation
system to cross the electric fences without human assistance.
Dr. Dana Porter, irrigation specialist, will be discussing how to
maintain the irrigation system when effluent is being applied
through the system.
Last year’s Dairy Day in the Panhandle drew more than 500
participants from across Texas and neighboring states as well as
more than 60 vendors that exhibited the latest dairy products.
Attendees will be eligible for two continuing education
credits from the Dairy Outreach Program Area program.
As the date gets closer, please check
http://texasdairymatters.org for updated information or watch
for notices on TAD social media. ▪

Reminder: Deadline fast approaching
for USDA program enrollment
Just over a month remains to enroll in the USDA's 2016
Dairy Margin Protection Program, which has a Sept. 30
deadline.
About 71 percent of Texas dairy producers are in this
important program, which provides financial assistance to
participating dairy operations when the margin − the difference
between the price of milk and feed costs − falls below the
coverage level selected by the farmer.
To assist producers in their applications, an enhanced Web
tool is available at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool. It allows dairy
farmers to combine their unique operation data and other key
variables to calculate their coverage needs based on price
projections. Producers also can review historical data or
estimate future coverage based on data projections.
For more information, visit FSA online at
www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or stop by your local FSA office. ▪

TDA creates Office of Water
The Texas Department of Agriculture has created the Office
of Water to address critical water issues across the state.
When making the announcement, Commissioner Sid Miller
said, “Agriculture is the largest consumer of water. It only
makes sense that we have a seat at the table when we are
talking about water policy, because if you don’t have a seat,
then you’re probably on the menu.”
Read the full TDA press release at http://bit.ly/1Mn8QQZ.

Capitol Report
!

Meet Russell Boening: Leading voice of Texas agriculture
Russell Boening could be the perfect choice to be the
advocate for Texas agriculture as president of the Texas Farm
Bureau. Not only is he a dairyman, he also raises cattle and
grows a variety of crops at his family operation. In addition to
having a diverse agricultural background, he has served the
agriculture industry in a number of leadership roles before
assuming his latest post.
TAD recently asked Boening a few questions so our
members could get to know this Poth resident who is promoting
Texas agriculture and its issues across the state and nation.
You and your family have a diverse farming and livestock
operation. How does dairying fit in, and what was its
influence on you growing up?
The dairy has always been the hub of our operation. It was
how my dad and uncle started in the mid-fifties. Early on, we
began to grow most of our feed. As we enlarged the dairy, we
also grew our farming operation. Along the way, we acquired
some land unsuitable for cultivation or for the quality of
grazing that we like for our dairy cattle, so we added beef cows.
These different enterprises complement one another and all
have helped us be successful. The biggest influence that
dairying had on me was that it taught me a good work ethic and
commitment. If you work hard and stay committed, with the
good Lord’s help you can make it work.
How have your dairy leadership roles influenced you as
Texas Farm Bureau president?
We have always been dairy coop members, AMPI in the
early years and then DFA after that. I have never been in a dairy
leadership role myself. My dad was a director for AMPI and
DFA, and my brother was a DFA director. So I saw early in my
career that involvement in our industries is crucial.
Obviously farming is a busy 24/7 job itself. What made you
initially become involved with the Texas Farm Bureau, and
what has kept you involved all these years?
In 1982, about a year after graduating from college and a
few months after getting married, I was asked to go to a Young
Farmer and Rancher (YF&R) event by a neighboring farmer.
We got to know some folks and enjoyed the interaction with
other farmers. Also, my grandfather was a long time county
board member, so I definitely got some encouragement from
him. Staying involved has always been important to me
because, as my grandfather said many years ago, “If you don't
take care of your business, no one else will.” To paraphrase him
for today's times, “If you don't take care of your business,
someone else will.”
I want to be one of those who helps take care of my business
– agriculture. Farm Bureau also has many opportunities to stay
involved, the YF&R program, commodity advisory committees,
serving on local county boards and being a state board member.
All are ways for those in agriculture to stay involved and help

Russell Boening
Texas Farm Bureau
Russell Boening of Poth was
elected to the Texas Farm Bureau
board in December 2008 and became
president in December 2014.
He grows feed grains, cotton,
watermelons and wheat, as well as
operating a 450-cow dairy with his
brother and father and a beef cattle
operation near Floresville.
He is a 1981 graduate of Texas A&M University with a
degree in Agricultural Economics. Boening served as president
of the Poth ISD school board and is a member of Dairy
Farmers of America.
He was chosen as the TFB Outstanding Young Farmer &
Rancher in 1986. Boening has held every office on the Wilson
County Farm Bureau board, serving for more than 30 years,
including president for five years. He also took part in TFB’s
first FarmLead class. The fourth generation farmer was elected
president of Texas Farm Bureau and Affiliated companies Dec.
8, 2014. He was elected to the American Farm Bureau Board of
Directors Jan. 13, 2015. He has been a spokesman on a wide
range of agricultural issues, including crop technology and
water.
Boening and his wife, Margie, have three children and one
granddaughter. ▪
the industry. And finally, it is very important to have the
support from others in your operation to stay involved. For me,
it was my parents early on, then my brother Scott, and my
sister-in-law Diane, and of course my wife, Margie.
What do you want to accomplish during your term as
president of the Texas Farm Bureau?
First, I want to help continue our excellent record of
working hard for the issues that are important to our members
and rural Texas. To mention a few, property rights, which
includes eminent domain and water issues; and pushing back
against government overreach when it comes to regulations, i.e.
EPA’s Waters of the U.S.
Secondly, I would like to see more of our members become
involved in the political process. This includes everything from
getting a higher voter turnout to working for and financially
supporting candidates who support our issues and actually
recruiting some of our own to run for office themselves.
Another concern that I have is public perception. We must
continue to get better at telling our story, from the benefits of
GMO crops to the manner in which we care for our livestock.
(Continued, “Boening,” Page 4)
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We have to continue to engage with the consumer so that
they have a better understanding not only of what we do, but
WHY we do it in that manner.

associated with overall nutrition, this test will show those
correlations and help you manage your herd to even higher
levels of production.
Be sure your dairy veterinarian and nutritionist are aware
of and are using the state’s most accredited laboratory to
take advantage of these tools to help your herd reach its
production potential. ▪

Is there any message you would have specifically for the
Texas dairy industry?
Coming from a diversified operation, I probably look at
things a little differently.
My message would be for all of agriculture. I believe it is
very important that we all work together. For example, those
of us who are strictly milking cows or feeding livestock may
have difference of opinion with the corn farmer on the issue
of whether corn should be used for ethanol.
We also have a lot of common ground where we can
support one another and work out what’s best for agriculture
overall. We have many common issues that affect each of
our commodities. I mentioned some earlier. We mostly
agree on property rights, government regulations, labor
issues, tax and trade policy, a farm program that works for
all commodities, and even public perception of agricultural
practices. These are all issues we can discuss and reach
agreement on.
In my opinion, it is on these common issues and core
values as people of the land that we should spend most of
our time, energy and resources for the betterment of
agriculture. ▪

Agency updates of interest to ag
Texas Water Development Board Chairman Carlos
Rubinstein stepped down in early August after serving in the
position for nearly two years. Rubinstein led the board into a
new era after it was handed greater authority over water supply
projects by the Legislature. He was appointed to the threemember board by former Gov. Rick Perry in August 2013.
Gov. Greg Abbott named Board member Bech Bruun as the
new chairman, effective immediately. Rubinstein will remain
on the board until Aug. 31.
▪▪▪
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
commissioner Zak Covar stepped down June 1. He announced
in May that he was leaving the regulatory agency for private
sector work.
Abbott has not yet named a replacement for Covar on the
three-member commission. ▪

