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Reflections on a busy year for the Texas dairy industry
The holiday season is here, and it is hard to believe that
will be a full exercise along with a dairy-specific training as
another year is almost behind us. This has been a busy year
well. Add TAD’s work on animal health issues and
for the Texas Association of Dairymen.
rulemaking with the Texas Animal Health
Director’s Update
The legislative session is always a very
Commission and efforts to monitor
Darren Turley
hectic time for TAD staff. The pressure to
environmental regulations from the Texas
address any legislation that could impact your
Commission on Environmental Quality and the
farm throughout the session is a challenging task. This year
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and it has been a very
the 2016 political races started for many legislators
busy year.
immediately after session ended June 1. The fact that some of
The coming year of 2016 looks to be another year of tight
our dairy- and agriculture-friendly legislators are caught up in
margins for producers, but the rains this year have provided
these races has required TAD to continue to meet with
plenty of forage in most areas of the state. The ability to have
candidates and consider campaign contributions earlier than
a productive and sustainable operation into the future is what
normal as well.
we all want for your farm. The Texas Association of
During this year, TAD has taken an active role in
Dairymen is fortunate to represent your farm, and we will
preparing for a Panhandle region crisis training drill regarding
continue to diligently work to protect your dairy from
a possible foot and mouth disease outbreak. The planning led
overzealous rule making and regulations.
(Continued, “Merry Christmas,” Page 4)
to a tabletop exercise in Amarillo last month, and next year

2016 election scorecard gets finalized
By Lauren Wied, Shayne Woodard and J Pete Laney
TAD lobbyists

Candidates for local, state and federal elected positions
were able to file to run for office beginning Nov. 14, and the
30-day filing period closed Dec. 14 at 6 p.m. The final list
includes hundreds of Democratic and Republican contenders
who announced for various offices.
At the Texas Capitol, 15 incumbent House members and
two incumbent senators decided to retire rather than put their
names on the list for re-election. While these open seats will be
up for battle, so will others where incumbents are facing
challengers. Every seat in the 150-member House of
Representatives, for example, is up for election for a two-year
term.
Other than making a public announcement, how does an
individual become a candidate for elected office in Texas?
Candidates for state or federal office who plan to run as a
Democrat or Republican must file a prescribed application
with the state party chair and pay a filing fee. The filing fees
run from as high as $3,750 for a post on the Railroad
(Continued, “Ballot,” Page 4)

State legislator visit
State Rep. Tan Parker (R-Flower Mound), center in photo,
dropped by TAD’s December Board meeting in Grapevine to
share an update on legislative happenings and the political
campaign season. ▪
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The Future of the Texas Dairy Industry
For the past several years, the Texas Association of Dairymen has financially supported the Texas-Poland Young Farmer
Exchange Program and the U.S. Dairy Education & Training Consortium. Both programs – administered in part by Texas A&M
University – seek to help college students prepare for a career in the dairy industry. The five-week Texas-Poland Young Farmer
Exchange Program sends Texas college dairy students to Poland and arranges for Polish dairy students to experience time on a
Texas dairy farm. The Consortium provides leadership, support and resources for the development and facilitation of practical,
hands-on large herd dairy education and training during two six-week summer sessions based in Clovis, N.M., to students from 11
participating universities. Below, two 2015 participants share their experiences in these programs, showing that TAD’s financial
support is well spent, and the future of the dairy industry is bright.

Texas-Poland Young Farmer Exchange:
Ross Hargrove
Last summer I was privileged to go and visit the home of
the Krasnodebski family in Jablonna Lacka, Poland.
This was part of the Texas-Poland Young Farmer Exchange
Program sponsored by the Texas Association of Dairymen, and
it was an unforgettable experience.
In the five weeks that I was there, I learned a great deal
about farming and agriculture in Poland, as well as the impact it
has on their diverse culture.
During my stay, I assisted the family on their farmland
consisting of wheat, corn and canola. I was involved in jobs
such as helping spray crops with fertilizer and cleaning their
equipment.
Although I was mainly involved with helping on their farm,
I was able to go and visit two different dairies in the area. The
first one was a small family dairy with only about 30 Holsteins,
owned and operated by only a man and his wife.
The second dairy I visited had close to 800 Holsteins, and
this one was much more advanced, using robotics as the main
way for milking the heifers. I had never seen this before, and it
was quite amazing!
All in all, I was able to live and work with a family that
truly took care of me, and they helped me see what farming is
like in a place on the other side of the world.
I cannot thank the TAD enough for allowing me to enjoy
this trip. I will remember it forever! ▪
To learn more about the Texas-Poland Young Farmer
Exchange Program, visit http://bit.ly/1QiXm4h.

U.S. Dairy Education & Training Consortium:
Brennan Ribeiro
I was born and raised in California’s prominent dairy area
of Tulare County before transferring to Texas A&M University
and pursuing a degree in animal science.
Growing up on a farm in this type of area, I had always
known my future would be in the dairy field. However, having
only a set goal left me with less of a sense of direction. In this
way, being a student in the 2015 U.S. Dairy Education &
Training Consortium (USDETC) summer program was able to
drastically change my perspective. While I had known jobs
were available within this industry, the Consortium was able to
provide to myself, as well as 52 other students, a first-hand
look into the vast ocean of career opportunities available to us
as we begin to prepare for the transition into our professional
lives.
The national and international aspect of the program
provided the diversity to create a dynamic learning
environment that not only promoted a diversity of personalities
in the classroom, but also provided a look into the unique
practices used worldwide within the industry.
Throughout the program, many of my peers who had no
prior dairy background would speak of a desire to pursue a
professional career in dairy because of their experience in the
program.
As a college student, attending the USDETC is by far the
most important and impactful decision I have made. No other
experience in my lifetime to date has impacted me as greatly
socially, academically and professionally as this first six weeks
of my 2015 summer. ▪
To learn more about the U.S. Dairy Education & Training
Consortium, visit http://usdetc.tamu.edu.

Capitol Report
!

Meet Joe Straus: Steering the Texas House to meet state needs
While the presiding officer of the Texas Senate is a
statewide elected office, the Speaker of the Texas House of
Representatives – the House’s presiding officer – is elected to
the House by voters in his House district and then chosen by his
149 House colleagues to serve as Speaker. Joe Straus has been
elected to lead as Speaker during the past four legislative
sessions
TAD recently asked Speaker Straus a few questions so our
members could get to know this important elected official.
What motivates you to serve as Speaker of the Texas
House of Representatives?
I am motivated by the opportunity to provide lasting and
meaningful solutions to the challenges facing our state. This is a
very important time in our history. Texas is growing twice as
fast as the rest of the country, and that growth demands that we
address the core issues that support economic growth, from
education to water to transportation.
You are a native of San Antonio, yet a fifth generation
Texan. Do you have any historical family ties to
agriculture?
My family raised cattle in Texas for generations. My
mother's family established the Red Brangus breed. My father's
family was the first to bring full-blooded Simmental cattle into
the United States, and they raised Hereford for decades on our
ranch in Bexar County. When my father and his uncle were
younger, they raised 4H cattle that they showed all over the
state, and in fact my father was an animal husbandry major at
Texas A&M. He even took a class in dairy husbandry.
Has serving as Speaker – perhaps looking at issues from a
more statewide perspective than just from the perspective
of your urban Bexar County House district – changed your
understanding of and outlook on rural and agriculture
issues? If so, how?
Well before I was Speaker of the House, I knew and
understood the essential role that agriculture plays in our
economy and our landscape. Our farmers and ranchers support
our state and the country with their food and fiber exports.
Also, many of the people I represent have deep and direct ties
to farming and ranching and care very much about rural Texas,
just as every Texan should.
Even as Texas has become more urbanized, agriculture
remains an economic driver for the state. What can – or
should – the state be doing to keep agriculture thriving so it
can continue to feed Texas?
Agriculture is the second-largest industry in the state and
one of our key economic drivers, so it’s important that we
continue to see how we can help farmers and ranchers continue
to succeed. I have asked the House Committee on Agriculture
and Livestock to spend the next year reviewing various issues

Joe Straus
Speaker, Texas House of
Representatives &
Member, House District 121
Joe Straus is a state representative
from San Antonio who also has been
elected by his colleagues to serve as
Speaker of the Texas House.
Under the leadership of Speaker
Straus, the House has helped the
Texas private sector build the
strongest economy in the country. He and his colleagues have
worked to improve college and career readiness in public
schools, to improve mobility throughout the state, to provide
tax relief, and to make state government more efficient and
transparent.
Speaker Straus also led the successful push in 2013 to
address the state’s growing water crisis. He believes in a
collaborative legislative process that is focused on providing
thoughtful solutions to serious challenges.
Speaker Straus is a fifth-generation Texan, a San Antonio
native and small businessman. He and his wife, Julie, have two
daughters. ▪
affecting agriculture, including how to better promote and
export products domestically and internationally. The
committee will also examine how water conservation goals and
water delivery methods affect agriculture, because water is so
important to our farms and ranches. I have also created a
committee to study how federal environmental regulations are
affecting our economy, and agriculture’s input will be very
important to that discussion.
Water, transportation, health care, education – the state’s
biggest issues impact rural areas perhaps differently than
urban centers. Yet more House members come from Harris
County than from west of I-35. As Speaker how do you
ensure the concerns and needs of these rural constituents
are not overshadowed when setting policy?
All of the Members of the Texas House, no matter their
hometown, understand agriculture’s critical role in our history
and our future. Even many of us who represent urban areas
have deep ties to rural Texas, and so do our constituents. In
addition to the work of our Agriculture and Livestock
Committee, I have tasked several other House committees with
looking at the impact of health care, water and economic
development on rural areas. In other words, many House
members from all parts of the state are working to address rural
issues because they know that those issues affect all Texans. ▪
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Texas Farm Bureau honors dairyman

“Ballot,” Continued from Page 1

The late Windthorst dairyman Adam Bernard Berend was
recently honored posthumously by the Texas Farm Bureau with
its prestigious Pioneer Award at the organization’s annual
meeting.
“Adam was an outstanding advocate for Texas agriculture,”
said TFB President Russell W. Boening.
For nearly 40 years, Berend owned and operated a dairy
farm in Windthorst also was extremely involved in his
community, the Archer County Farm Bureau and the Texas
Farm Bureau. ▪

Commission, Supreme Court or Court of Criminal Appeals,
to $1,250 for a State Senate seat, $750 for a State House
seat and $300 for a spot on the State Board of Education.
Candidates seeking office through a minority party must
be elected by their convention and be nominated no later
than the second Monday in December. They then must file
with the minority party’s state party chair.
Candidates seeking office as an independent candidate
must file a Declaration of Intent to Run as an Independent
Candidate with the Texas Secretary of State. The
Declaration must be filed with signatures of voters who
have not participated in the primary elections or primary
election runoffs for the office sought by the independent
candidate.
In lieu of a filing fee, a candidate may file a petition with
a total of signatures equal to 2 percent of the total number of
votes cast for all gubernatorial candidates in the 2014
general election within the district for which the person
seeks office.
There was only one major surprise on the statewide level
– Railroad Commission Chairman David Porter announced
only four days before the filing deadline that he will not
seek reelection. As the campaign season now gets fully
underway, we will continue to keep you updated on the
status of key elections. ▪

TAD calendar sent to producers
The 2016 Dairy Environmental Calendar, jointly produced by
TAD and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, was mailed to
Texas dairy producers in December.
The calendar will help producers with required record keeping.
If you did not receive your calendar, please contact TAD. ▪

“Merry Christmas,” Continued from Page 1
During this holiday, take time to reflect on your
successful year and enjoy the most important thing – family.
The Texas Association of Dairymen knows that the
family farm is the true blessing of agriculture operations.
God bless you and yours. Have a Merry Christmas, and
all the best for 2016. ▪

