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Who will help guide the state’s dairy industry is uncertain
The Texas dairy industry has always been fortunate to
Extension and the Texas Veterinary Medical Diagnostic
have a very professional group of people helping educate and
Laboratory (TVMDL) are considering creating a joint
train producers.
veterinarian position that would be based in
Director’s Update
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service’s
TVMDL’s Amarillo lab to help with Panhandle
Darren Turley
Dr. Ellen Jordan, professor and the state’s sole
cattle feedlots and dairies.
extension dairy specialist, has worked with
This would be the only dairy-related
many producers over the years to help educate them about
position that possibly will be hired in the near future.
many management concerns.
AgriLife Extension county agents across the state are not
AgriLife Extension’s second dairy specialist position has
familiar with the operations of a modern dairy farm. As a
been unfilled since Dr. Todd Bilby left three years ago.
result, they are not able to educate producers on best
The Texas Association of Dairymen (TAD) Board, on a
management practices and implementation of new
recent trip to College Station, was disappointed to hear
technology. While Dr. Steele did suggest that future county
directly from AgriLife Extension Director Dr. Doug Steele
agent hires in dairy areas could have some dairy
that this position will not be filled any time soon, and
qualifications, which could benefit our industry, these agents
certainly not before the Texas Legislature meets in 2017 to
would have numerous other duties.
consider state agency budgets for the next biennium.
TAD strongly believes our industry is a strong, vital part
(Continued, “Dairy,” page 4)
The TAD Board did hear a little good news, that AgriLife

Southwest Dairy Day set for Oct. 22
By Texas AgriLife Extension

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service will present its
Southwest Dairy Day from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Oct. 22 at
Postmus Organic Farms, 2855 County Road 310, near Dublin.
Events will address various topics related to dairy operation
management and dairy cow health.
“The Postmus family has graciously agreed to host this
year’s dairy day by letting us use their organic dairy operation
as the venue for the event,” said Dr. Ellen Jordan, AgriLife
Extension dairy specialist and event coordinator. “It will not
only be educational for those involved in the dairy industry;
there will be activities the whole family can enjoy.”
Jordan said the Postmus dairy is an organic dairy with a
New Zealand-style open-sided parlor for the operation’s
approximately 1,400 milking cows.
Dairy tour attendees will learn about irrigated pasture
management, irrigating with electric fencing, fly-vacuum
systems and free stall barns.
AgriLife Extension personnel participating in Southwest
Dairy Day will include Jordan; Dr. Doug Steele, AgriLife
(Continued, “Dairy Day,” Page 2)

TAD travels to Aggieland
Touring the Texas A&M Equine Complex was just one of
numerous activities, meetings and tours the TAD Board packed
into more than two days in College Station and Brenham. More
about TAD’s informative trip can be found in this newsletter,
on the website and on Facebook ▪
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TAD Board makes whirlwind study trip
The Texas Association of Dairymen Board of Directors in
September spent more than two days in College Station and
Brenham as part of a study and research trip in addition to a
regular Board meeting.
“This trip was a valuable experience because it gave our
Board insight into different areas of the industry beyond the
farm, including education, research and disease control,” said
TAD Executive Director Darren Turley.
The group started in Brenham, where they toured and
learned more about Blinn College’s agriculture program from
Bryn Behnke, assistant dean of business, agriculture and
kinesiology. While in Brenham, the Board also visited Blue
Bell Creameries, where the group received a company update
from CEO and President Paul Kruse.
A long day in College Station started at Texas A&M
University’s state-of-the-art Hildebrand Equine Complex,
where the Board was welcomed by Dr. Mark Hussey, vice
chancellor and dean of Texas A&M’s College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences. The Board also examined the facilities,
home of Texas A&M’s equestrian team, and met a few of the
resident horses.
The Complex served as a base for a number of
presentations by members of the Department of Agriculture
and AgriLife Extension on agriculture literacy, the dairy
margin protection program, and current dairy marketing
activities and the dairy checkoff program.
The Board also stopped at the Texas Veterinary Medical
Diagnostic Laboratory and toured the Office of the Texas State
Chemist, both on the Texas A&M campus.
Students who participated in two programs supported by
TAD – the U.S. Dairy Education and Training Consortium and
the Texas-Poland Young Farmer Exchange Program –
recounted their experiences. Those students will be featured in
an upcoming issue of the Dairy Dispatch. ▪

“Dairy Day,” Continued from Page 1
extension director, College Station; Ron Woolley, regional
program leader for the agency’s Central Region,
Stephenville; Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson, forage specialist,
Overton; Dr. Dana Porter, irrigation specialist, Lubbock;
and agriculture agents from Archer, Bosque, Comanche,
Erath, Hamilton and McLennan counties.
Also featured will be demonstrations on maintaining the
irrigation system, nutrient and fertilizer management on the
dairy, and manure-vacuum maintenance for which two
Dairy Outreach Program Area continuing education units
will be offered.
Lunch will be provided courtesy of Hi-Pro Feeds, and
dairy products will be available for sampling at the event.
“We’ll also have booth exhibits where those in industries
allied with dairy farming will display their products and
show the latest technology,” Jordan said.
For more information, contact Sharon Harris, (972) 9529201 or srharris@ag.tamu.edu, or visit
http://texasdairymatters.org. The website also features a
Southwest Dairy Day flier, which includes directions to
Postmus Organic Farms. ▪

Dr. Joe Outlaw of the Agriculture and Food Policy Center at
Texas A&M University explains to the TAD Board the different
factors that impact milk prices and determine whether
producers should enroll in the USDA’s Margin Protection
Program.

USDA extends MPP program deadline
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has extended the
deadline to enroll in the 2016 Margin Protection Program for
Dairy until Nov. 20. The original deadline was Sept. 30.
In addition, farmers who already enrolled for 2016 margin
coverage may change coverage levels up until the new
deadline. The extended deadline was advocated for by the
National Milk Producer Federation (NMPF), citing the busy fall
harvest season.
About 71 percent of Texas dairy producers participate in
this program, designed to provide financial assistance to
participating dairy operations when the margin − the difference
between the price of milk and feed costs − falls below the
coverage level selected by the farmer.
Should you enroll and, if so, at what level? This and other
aid programs are under thorough study by economists at Texas
A&M AgriLife Extension, according to Dr. Joe Outlaw, codirector of Texas A&M University’s Agriculture and Food
Policy Center, who also is a professor and Texas AgriLife
Extension Service economist.
Outlaw recently gave the presentation “Making the Dairy
Margin Protection Program Work for You” to the TAD Board.
If you are still debating whether to sign up for the Margin
Protection Program, information and a calculator can be found
on the website of the Agriculture and Food Policy Center at
www.afpc.tamu.edu.
The USDA also has made available an enhanced Web tool
at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool. It allows dairy farmers to
combine their unique operation data and other key variables to
calculate their coverage needs based on price projections.
Producers also can review historical data or estimate future
coverage based on data projections.
To enroll in the Margin Protection Program for Dairy,
contact your local FSA county office. ▪

Hancock reappointed to USDA board
Texas producer Larry Hancock, also a TAD Board member,
has been reappointed by USDA Secretary Tom Vilsak to a
three-year term on the National Dairy Promotion and Research
Board representing Region 4.

Capitol Report
!

On the ballot: Prop. 7 to provide state transportation funding
Voters will go to the polls on Nov. 3 not to elect statewide or
legislative offices but to consider seven amendments to the
Texas Constitution. You can learn more at www.votetexas.gov,
the website of the Texas Secretary of State. But here we feature
Proposition 7, which TAD supports, which will address funding
of our state’s transportation system.
By State Sen. Robert Nichols

On Nov. 3, Texans will have the opportunity at the ballot
box to make a critical investment in our state’s economic future
and the safety of the traveling public by supporting Proposition
7. This measure will provide much needed funding for our
aging and congested transportation system, which is a core
function of state government.
The average Texan spends nearly 50 hours each year idling
in traffic, costing over $1,000 in lost productivity and wasted
fuel. With more than 1,000 new people making Texas their
home every day, commutes are expected to grow longer.
Fortunately, Texans will have an opportunity to reclaim
some of that lost time and money by supporting Proposition 7

Legislature awaiting interim charges
By J Pete Laney, Lauren Wied and Shayne Woodard
TAD lobbyists

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick and Texas House Speaker Joe
Straus formally requested members of the Texas Senate and
House to submit their interim charge requests by Sept. 4.
What are interim charges? Because the Texas
Legislature is in session a limited time – 140 days every odd
numbered year – in-depth studies of important issues often
are conducted by legislative committees during the interim
between sessions. Interim studies usually result in a report
containing the committee’s findings and recommendations
and often lead to proposed legislation.
In his letter to House members, Straus said, “The work
of leading this state and representing our constituents
continues. Although this year's session is still fresh in our
minds, the 85th Legislature will begin in just 17 months.
Between now and January 2017, we will have the
opportunity to identify and examine the most urgent, most
important challenges and opportunities that Texas faces.
The way we use this time will directly impact the success of
the next session and, more importantly, the future of this
state. To begin the process of preparing for the next session,
I am asking you to suggest topics and priorities that House
committees should study before the 85th Legislature
convenes.”
Interim charges should be announced in early fall. Your
TAD team will monitor and report on any interim charges or
hearings with potential to impact the dairy industry. ▪

on the ballot during the upcoming Nov. 3 election.
Proposition 7 would invest $2.5 billion per year to build
non-tolled roads and bridges in Texas. By 2025, that amount is
expected to grow to $3.5 billion per year. The measure would
constitutionally dedicate a portion of the existing state sales
taxes – including taxes paid on new vehicles – to transportation,
meaning no new taxes would be created.
If passed by voters, this legislation will be the largest single
increase in transportation funding in Texas history, without
issuing debt.
Funding transportation is a core function of state
government. Not only do our highways, roads and bridges
connect us as a state, they also serve as ribbons of economic
activity. A well-maintained transportation system helps
businesses deliver their goods to market, gets Texans to work
on time and keeps kids safe on their commute to and from
school.
Texas has traditionally relied on a federal gas tax, a state gas
tax and state vehicle registration fees to fund transportation
infrastructure. The state gas tax has not been adjusted since
1991 and vehicle registration fees have not significantly
changed since 1987.
Since that time, due to inflation, the cost of building and
maintaining roads and bridges has increased over 150 percent.
As vehicles become more fuel efficient, less fuel tax revenue is
available to invest in new roads, even though cars are driving
more miles than ever before.
Two years ago, transportation planners projected the need
for $5 billion per year in additional revenue to maintain current
levels of congestion. Voters overwhelmingly supported a
transportation funding measure in November 2014 to help close
that gap, but it only took Texas about halfway down the road.
Gov. Greg Abbott saw the need to address this and
designated transportation funding as an emergency item for the
84th legislative session. In response, 180 of 181 legislators –
Republicans and Democrats, rural and urban – approved Senate
Joint Resolution 5, the legislative measure for Proposition 7.
By voting FOR Proposition 7, Texans will help solve the
shortfall in transportation funding and make a critical
investment in our state’s future.
Building for the future keeps Texas competitive and
productive. At the same time, investing in new transportation
infrastructure improves congestion, saves time and increases
safety.
I hope you will join with me on Nov. 3 and vote FOR
Proposition 7. ▪
State Sen. Robert Nichols (R-Jacksonville) represents Texas
Senate District 3. He is chairman of the Senate Transportation
Committee.
For more information about Proposition 7, visit the website
of Texas Infrastructure Now at www.infrastructuretexas.org.
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Study shows immigrant workforce
impact on milk prices, economy
A recent dairy labor study has found that a drop in
immigrant workers would lead to a doubling of retail milk
prices for consumers, costing the U.S. economy more than $32
billion. The study was conducted by Texas A&M AgriLife
Research for the National Milk Producers Federation.
The report surveyed dairy operations across the U.S. and
found one-third employ foreign-born workers, and those farms
produced 80 percent of the nation’s milk.
A loss of immigrant labor would result in 208,000 fewer
jobs nationwide and 77,000 directly on dairy farms.
Retail milk prices could top $6.40 a gallon as a result,
according to the study.
“Dairy farmers, like other farmers, depend on immigrant
national workers to fill labor-intensive farm jobs that U.S. bornworkers are unwilling to fill,” said TAD Executive Director
Darren Turley. “This study underscores that Texas dairymen
need a legal, reliable source of labor to continue to operate at
their full capacity to feed the growing population of our state,
nation and world. TAD closely monitors all policy debate on
the immigration issue.”
Since a similar 2009 study, the number of immigrants
working on U.S. dairy farms increased by 35 percent, or nearly
20,000, in six years. The portion of the milk supply coming
from farms with immigrant labor increased by 27 percent. ▪
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of our state’s overall agriculture sector and deserves
dedicated dairy specialists.
Another threat to dairy’s future is the movement today
by colleges away from research to focus on teaching-only
positions. As a result, little dairy research is being conducted
at any university in the Southwest or the nation. The
research that is being done is by companies that have
products they hope to sell to producers.
The one bright spot is the U.S. Dairy Education and
Training Consortium that has been bringing together college
students from across the nation to participate in a hands-on
education program on large, modern Texas and New Mexico
dairy farms. This program, held in June, continues to grow
in both size and recognition.
These are areas of true concern to me as I represent you
across the state. I believe that the future of dairy research
will fall by the wayside and then the extension program will
be of little use to producers.
If Texas dairy farmers feel that these are areas that they
do not want to lose, they will have to work to develop new
programs and new directions for the industry.
Texas continues to be one of the leading dairy states in
the nation, and we must take action so that we do not lose
the support we have had in the past from academia and
researchers of dairy science. ▪

