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National Dairy Month: Farmers plan to keep milk flowing
Note: The following op/ed was submitted to publications
of industry partners, other agriculture organizations, and local,
across Texas in recognition of National Dairy Month.
state and federal agencies.
As Texas dairy farmers work hard to
This network currently is participating in a
Director’s Update
produce a safe, steady supply of milk and other
massive, long-term drill that envisions a
Darren Turley
dairy products to feed our state, one of our
scenario in which a foreign animal disease is
worries is how to keep that commitment to
brought into the country and, inadvertently,
consumers if a disaster were to strike the farm.
infects an individual dairy farm.
Dairy farmers, like others in agriculture, worry about two
The exercise is a comprehensive examination of the
different types of disaster that could wipe out their livelihood
numerous issues that would arise in such an outbreak,
and, more importantly, devastate the food supply – disease
including containment, the impact on the milk supply,
and weather.
livestock issues, transportation challenges, and retail
June – National Dairy Month – is an ideal time to take a
implications, as well as biosecurity safeguards farms should
look at how the entire dairy industry – from the individual
implement now to prevent a disease outbreak.
family farm all the way up to federal regulators – continually
These drills often spawn more questions to address, and
plans to prevent, prepare for, react to, and recover from a
they are excellent opportunities to identify and address
disaster.
weaknesses in order to improve preparedness.
The Texas Association of Dairymen has worked in recent
While this ongoing exercise focuses on the accidental
(Continued, “Dairy Month,” page 2)
months on disaster planning and preparedness with a number

Legislators recognizing TAD expertise
By J Pete Laney, Lauren Wied and Shayne Woodard
TAD lobbyists

TAD’s government relations team continues to cultivate
legislative relationships and brand the association as TAD
continues to be the voice of the dairy industry in Texas.
Last month the chairman of the Texas House Agriculture
and Livestock Committee called upon TAD to give committee
members a report about Winter Storm Goliath’s impact on the
industry and the state’s responsiveness to such a devastating
weather event.
TAD Executive Director Darren Turley represented the
association well when he testified in front of the committee on
May 23. He commended state agencies – including the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality and the Texas Animal
Health Commission – on their willingness to address the event
efficiently and effectively.
That the committee reached out to TAD to report is evidence
that legislators recognize the importance of the dairy industry
on the state’s diverse economy. As the composition of the
Legislature continues to move to more urban representation at
(Continued, “Legislators,” Page 4)

Attending a recent agriculture reception in Plainview were (lr): James Terrell (Select Milk), Brad Bouma (Select Milk),
Robin King and State Rep. Ken King (R-Canadian), and Josh
Winegarner, (Texas Cattle Feeders Association). Not pictured
is Shayne Woodard (TAD). ▪
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TAD Board seats 2 new members

spread of disease, the deliberate spread of disease –
bioterrorism – has been of particular concern to the
agriculture industry since the 9/11 attacks on our nation. An
attack on even a single U.S. farm could have a catastrophic
impact on the country’s food supply and be difficult to
detect and control.
As a result, farmers have become more aware of and
diligent in implementing a wide range of measures and
practices to better secure their facilities and protect the milk
supply.
When it comes to a weather disaster, there’s not much
we can do to halt Mother Nature. We have to focus on
preparation and recovery. Weather has been particularly
harsh to the Texas dairy industry in recent years. First, we
had the long-term, historic drought. Thankfully, rains in the
past year or so have filled tanks and reservoirs and
nourished crops.
Most recently, Winter Storm Goliath brought record
snowfall and hurricane-force winds to the Texas Panhandle
just after Christmas. Dairy farmers prepared their livestock
and property as much as possible in advance of the
mammoth storm, the likes of which even the old-timers in
the area had never seen. But despite all their precautions, the
storm killed 15,000 dairy cows, blew down fences and
barns, closed roads that kept employees from getting to the
farms to milk the cows and haulers from getting to the farm
to transport milk, and temporarily reduced milk production
from cows that were stressed or suffered other storm-related
ailments.
The area – the biggest milk-producing region in Texas –
still continues to recover. But already farmers and state
agencies alike have evaluated the weather event to
determine how preparation and reaction can be improved in
the future. With Mother Nature, there’s always a “next
time.”
At the end of the day, this crisis preparedness planning is
conducted to ensure that dairy farmers can keep farming and
providing high quality, safe and affordable milk and dairy
products for consumers not only during this National Dairy
Month, but throughout the year. ▪

Brent Jennings and James Hancock have joined the TAD
Board of Directors.
Jennings, who represents DFA Southeast, is a thirdgeneration dairy farmer who milks 400 Holsteins and Jerseys at
his dairy Mooville Farms in Alba, where his family has dairied
since the 1960s. He is married with two teenage children.
Jennings said he wanted to serve on the TAD Board “to be
better informed in the policies of our industry, but also to help
shape the future policies that will affect us.”
Jennings replaced Tom Miller on the Board.
Hancock, who represents DFA Southwest, helps run the
Hancock family-owned Prairie View Dairy in Muleshoe, which
has about 5,000 cows. He is married with two young children.
Hancock replaced his father, Larry Hancock, who left the
Board in February as TAD’s longest serving Board member.
Hancock said, “I wanted to join the TAD Board so that I can
participate in the industry further than just on the farm. Too
often I don’t know what is happening until it has already
happened. That stems both from a lack of information as well
as not really knowing the people involved. The only way that I
could think to remedy this is to become more involved in the
industry, both in my own co-op as well as in my state and local
governments. The TAD Board allows for that opportunity.” ▪

Rep. Four Price passes Dairy Month resolution

TAD Board Action

June was recognized as National Dairy Month by the Texas
Legislature thanks to a Texas House of Representatives
resolution authored by Rep. Four Price (R-Amarillo), who
represents several Panhandle area dairies.
Price represents District 87, which includes the counties of
Sherman, Moore, Potter, Carson and Hutchison.
“ ‘Milk, it does the body good' is a great slogan,” Price said.
“Dairy farmers work long hours seven days a week so that
millions of Americans are able to enjoy wholesome pasteurized
milk products daily. After all, cereal and cookies are better with
milk. A big thank you to our Texas dairy families during June
National Dairy Month.”
House Resolution 3492 can be found at:
http://bit.ly/1Prgo3X. ▪

The Texas Association of Dairymen Board of Directors
took the following actions at its June meeting in San
Antonio:
• Seated two new Board members;
• Agreed to financially support the Fayette County 4-H
Judging Team trip to represent Texas at the World
Dairy Expo.
• Heard presentations from the following guests: Jerry
Needham, senior policy analyst, Sen. Carlos Uresti (DSan Antonio); Mark Compere, president, Dairy
Products Institute of Texas; and Matt Cochran and Dr.
Dee Ellis, both of the Institute for Infectious Animal
Diseases.

Miller to participate in TALL program
DFA Southeast member Tom Miller of Sulphur Springs is
among the 24 individuals selected for the Texas Agriculture
Lifetime Leadership (TALL) program Class XV. Miller is an
outgoing member of the TAD Board of Directors. He is the
latest representative of the dairy industry to participate.
TALL, a two-year program led by the Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service, is an intensive study of agriculture
worldwide that equips people in the agriculture industry to
become leaders in their fields. The program includes seminars
with experts, on-site tours, meetings with business and
government leaders, international study and personal skills
improvement.
Interested in participating in a future class? Learn more
about TALL at http://tall.tamu.edu. ▪

Capitol Report
!

Meet Dr. Andy Schwartz: New protector of Texas livestock health
The Texas Animal Health Commission is a vitally important
state agency for the Texas dairy industry and others working
with livestock. In May, Dr. Andy Schwartz was named executive
director and state veterinarian after filling a number of roles at
TAHC during his career.
TAD recently asked Schwartz a few questions so our
members could get to know the director of this agency that
works so closely with our dairy industry.
With a background in the veterinary area, your career path
over the years has expanded to also encompass executive
and public policy roles. What aspects do you like about each
of these roles? Do you miss direct animal care?
Having grown up on a family farm and ranch, I have a
special appreciation for the “hands-on” aspect of caring for
animals. As a veterinarian in a mixed animal practice in Erath
County, working directly with animals was a daily event. This
experience also provided the opportunity to care for animals in
a different way, by advising others through the development of
herd health plans. In 26 years with TAHC, I’ve been fortunate
to have worked in a number of capacities, each with more
responsibility. While it’s rare to have an opportunity to work
directly with animals and their owners in my current position, I
am excited and simultaneously humbled by the opportunity to
direct efforts to help ensure the health of livestock and poultry
statewide.
As the new director, what are your goals/priorities for the
agency moving forward?
The immediate challenges facing TAHC are managing
bovine tuberculosis in two large dairies operations, a cattle
fever tick outbreak that spans a considerable portion of two
South Texas counties, and the complex issues presented by
Chronic Wasting Disease in captive White-tailed deer, all while
responding to a record flooding event. As we work though these
situations, I think it’s very important that the agency maintain a
well-trained staff to prepare for and respond effectively to
disease and natural disaster events in the future. Having an
organizational structure that utilizes the skills of our staff is
key, and we are looking at making changes to that end. Another
priority for the agency is the development and promotion of
electronic capture, transfer and storage of data related to animal
disease traceability.
What is the biggest disease threat to animal agriculture in
Texas today, and how is the livestock industry positioned to
prevent or address that threat?
I think the biggest threat to our livestock industry remains
Hoof and Mouth Disease. By some estimates, Texas is at the
highest risk of all U.S. states for introduction of this disease
because of a large livestock population, a lengthy border with
Mexico, and many air and sea ports.
While efforts to keep this disease out of the U.S. have been

Andy Schwartz
Texas Animal Health
Commission
Andy Schwartz grew up on a
family farm and ranch in central
Texas.
He received his Bachelor of
Animal Science degree at Tarleton
State University in Stephenville and
his Doctor of Veterinary Medicine
degree at Texas A&M University.
Schwartz worked as an associate in a mixed animal practice
before joining the Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC).
He recently was named executive director and state
veterinarian. ▪
successful since the last outbreak in 1929, the threat seems as
great as ever due to global trade of live animals. Most response
plans developed by industry and regulatory officials to date call
for rapid depopulation of susceptible animals to control an
outbreak. While this is an effective method if employed early
enough, it is quite conceivable that an outbreak could be too far
widespread by the time the initial detection is made for this to
be a practical approach. I think we are wise to plan and prepare
for options that include vaccination, and I’m encouraged by
plans currently being developed that include that option.
The Texas dairy industry has continued to struggle with the
disease tuberculosis. Please share your thoughts on the
future direction of efforts in combatting this disease.
Tuberculosis has proven to be a costly and difficult disease
to deal with in dairies, in part due to the increased size of
dairies and heifer raising facilities, and to the frequency of
animal movements between facilities. Ongoing epidemiological
investigations of tuberculosis in two dairy complexes in Texas
has led to tracing 5,766 replacement animals in 51 shipments to
facilities in Texas and eight other states. Test-and-removal
strategies have proven ineffective in cleaning up affected
dairies when the prevalence of tuberculosis is relatively high,
and federal indemnity funds for depopulation have diminished.
To avoid a costly disease quarantine situation, dairymen are
encouraged to take measures that help prevent the introduction
of tuberculosis. This disease can be introduced into a herd
through affected replacement animals, and by transmission
from dairy employees who are themselves affected by
Mycobacterium bovis, the causative organism of tuberculosis in
cattle. Isolating and testing or retesting replacements prior to
adding them to the herd is advised. Keeping accurate records
correlating official ear tag numbers with dairy production
(Continued, “Schwartz,” Page 4)
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numbers assists greatly with tracing potentially exposed
animals, in some cases preventing the need to tuberculosis test
the entire herd. Policies calling for tuberculosis testing of dairy
employees can help protect the herd as well.
TAD is working with TAHC on two ongoing disaster
preparedness exercises. Please discuss the usefulness of
preparing for a disaster in advance.
Disaster preparedness is more than just developing a written
plan. The two most important benefits of the planning process
are: promoting and increasing awareness of the issues amongst
all stakeholders, and developing relationships between the
various groups.
For example, during the recent Hoof and Mouth discussion
at the Texas Association of Dairymen’s crisis drill in May,
TAHC representatives learned a great deal regarding milk
movements in the Panhandle. The conversation between
agency staff and industry representatives allowed for sharing
critical information and insights that may not have been
explored otherwise.
The opportunity for the attending co-ops, producers, TAHC
representatives and the other stakeholders to build familiarity
and working relationships by participating in face-to-face
discussions was equally important. These types of planning
opportunities allow for more effective response in the face of a
disaster because high-consequence issues, or those which may

normally have been unidentified without collaboration, have
been worked through. Additionally, industry and response
agencies build important working relationships that will be
imperative to the overall outcome of a response. ▪

“Legislators,” Continued from Page 1
the cost of our more rural members, TAD must continue to
educate legislative members who may not directly have
milk production in their districts. And with 23 new
members joining the Legislature in January 2017, these
efforts will become increasingly necessary.
We urge Texas dairy farmers to take advantage of
opportunities you may have to introduce yourself to
members of the Legislature. The TAD team will continue to
reach out to urban and rural members, whether they have
been in the Legislature for 20 years or are just beginning
their legislative careers. Together we can ensure the voice
of the Texas dairy industry is heard. ▪

Save the Date
Southwest Dairy Day 2016, sponsored by Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service, will be held Oct. 20 at AviLanche Jerseys in Dalhart. Look for more information in the
August Dairy Dispatch, on TAD social media or at
http://texasdairymatters.org. ▪

