January 13, 2016
The Honorable Thomas J. Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture
U.S. Department of Agriculture
14th Street and Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250
Dear Secretary Vilsack:
Winter Storm Goliath packed a powerful punch in West Texas to the heart of the Texas dairy and beef cattle
industries, with heavy losses of livestock and heavy economic losses for farm families and workers.
The Texas Association of Dairymen, the Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association and the Texas
Cattle Feeders Association respectfully join Texas Governor Greg Abbott and Agriculture Commissioner Sid
Miller to ask that the U.S. Department of Agriculture to expeditiously consider a disaster declaration.
Producers in this region are in need of this assistance to return to normal operations and recover from the historic
storm. A USDA declaration would make much needed federal assistance, such as emergency loans, available to
producers who have suffered losses.
The hardest-hit region of West Texas includes five of the state’s top 10 milk producing counties, which are home
to about 36 percent of the state’s dairy cows, or an estimated 142,800 cows. Goliath killed an estimated 10
percent of the area’s mature dairy cows and an as-yet unknown number of calves and heifers. In addition to the
loss of livestock, dairy farmers suffered – and will continue to suffer – economic damages from a loss of milk
production and animal health issues. During the storm, weather conditions and road closures both kept cows
from being milked and prevented tanker trucks from transporting hundreds of loads of existing milk to
processing plants. As a result, the existing milk had to be wasted, and the cows that went unmilked will give less
milk for at least the next six months.
Likewise, area cow/calf producers, stockers and cattle feeders suffered losses as a result of the storm. More than
2 million head of cattle were on feed in the impacted region at the time of the storm, and approximately 4,000
head died. In addition, some of the cattle that were harvested a week after the storm lost nearly 100 pounds,
which correlates to a roughly $50 per head loss in value. The storm will have an ongoing impact on cattle
performance and cost of gain in the weeks and months ahead.
Your consideration of a disaster designation to assist Texas’ vital agriculture industry would be appreciated.
Sincerely,

Darren Turley
Executive director
Texas Association of Dairymen
P.O. Box 13181
Austin, TX 78711
(817) 304-4139

Eldon White
CEO/Executive Vice President
Texas and Southwestern
Cattle Raisers Association
1301 West Seventh St., Suite 201
Fort Worth, TX 76102-2665
(817) 332-7064

Ross Wilson
President and CEO
Texas Cattle Feeders Association
5501 I-40 West
Amarillo, TX 79106
(806) 358-3681

