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No question – Texas tops the nation as a place to dairy
The most progressive place in the nation to dairy is Texas.
recent Southwest Dairy Day (see Page 2 for a recap).
This was confirmed to me this month by all the activity going
Texas is the only state preparing itself for a strong future
on across our state. The Northeast and Midwest
for its dairy industry. No other state has the
Director’s Update
have dumped milk because they didn’t have the
development of products and plants that
Darren Turley
foresight to build to handle production growth.
compares to Texas.
California expects a huge reduction in dairies
The Texas dairy industry has been blessed
because of extensive air regulations facing producers in the
with some very strong and insightful leadership over the
coming years.
years. As some of these leaders retire and others steer the
Texas is preparing for continued growth with plants being
industry into its future, it is clear that this state will continue
built by Select Milk Producers in Littlefield and Lonestar
to be a leader in milk production and product development for
Milk Producers in the Canyon area, and DFA is close to
many years to come.
completing its western Kansas plant, which will impact the
The Texas Association of Dairymen believes that dairy
north Texas production base.
farmers deserve to achieve this future growth without the
In October, I also toured the Hilmar Cheese Co. plant in
over-reaching regulation or legislation that impacts the market
Dalhart with U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz (see Page 4) to learn how
for the clean, pure product that is produced every day.
quickly Hilmar has grown in the past 10 years and that it
The TAD staff continues to work diligently to represent
expects to process a few million pounds of milk in the near
this industry, protect its producers and prepare for the
future.
upcoming changes that will ensure a state growing in
In addition, the strength of our industry was evident at the
production. ▪

With election ahead, session in sight
By Lauren Wied, Shayne Woodard and J Pete Laney
TAD government relations

As Election Day approaches, Texas senators and
representatives have gone home for last-minute campaigning (if
up for election) or to rest. Interim committee hearings have
wound down, and policy staffs are working on interim
committee reports. Needless to say, the buzz in Austin has
quieted – but only for the moment. It is the calm before the
storm.
The 85th Texas Legislature is slated to begin Jan. 10. In
anticipation, the Texas Legislative Council – the agency tasked
with writing all of the legislation that will be considered in the
140-day session – has been working on bill drafts for months.
Pre-filing of bills begins Nov. 14.
Pre-filing is typically a way for senators and representatives
to highlight some of their legislative priorities for the upcoming
session. Many new legislative measures are filed, although you
also see numerous bills re-filed that were not passed in previous
session.
(Continued, “Legislature,” Page 4)

Texas Sen. Kel Seliger (third from right) and Rep. Four Price
(fifth from right) visited with the TAD Board during its October
meeting in Amarillo. The two legislators shared their outlook
on the upcoming elections and legislative session. ▪
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FDA Veterinary Feed Directive to impact
dairy medication starting Jan. 1
By David Volleman, TAD Board and Advisory Committee,
Texas Office of State Chemist

Medications in feed and water have commonly been used to
aid the overall health and treatment of a group of animals,
making it less stressful to prevent common problems, such as
foot rot, rather than treating each animal individually.
New FDA regulations for the Veterinary Feed Directive
(VFD), which takes effect Jan. 1, will allow producers to
continue to use certain antibiotics in feed and water through a
more stringent approval process, requiring veterinarian consent.
The purpose of the VFD regulations is to instill a more
judicious use of medically important antibiotics in foodproducing animals.
To accomplish this goal, antibiotics consumed through feed
and water will be treated similar to injectable antibiotics,
supplied through veterinarian prescriptions.
A VFD is a written statement issued by a licensed
veterinarian that authorizes the use of a VFD drug or
combination VFD drug in or on animal feed.
Producers will provide a copy of the VFD to their feed
suppliers in order to obtain these regulated medicated feeds.
Producers must maintain a copy of the VFD order for a
minimum of two years and provide original VFD orders, as
well as copies, for inspection by the FDA upon request.
Veterinary Feed Directive drugs or feeds containing VFD
drugs must prominently display a specifically worded
cautionary statement that will distinguish a VFD drug from an
over-the-counter drug, which does not have the cautionary
statement and is not required to have a VFD.
Examples of medications regulated by the VFD are CTC
(Chlortetracycline HCL), AS-700 (Aureomycin S-700),
Oxytetracycline, Tylosin, Neomycin, Sulfamethazine and
Lincoymycin. The VFD currently does not include
coccidiostats or ionophores.
When producers incorporate VFD regulated medications
into their own feeds on site, a VFD is necessary before mixing
any antibiotics into the feed.
All VFDs will contain an expiration date and a duration of
use.
The expiration date specifies the time the VFD is valid, and
VFD feed should not be fed after this date. The expiration date
should be specified on the label and cannot exceed six months
after the date of issuance. The duration of use is the time the
animals will be receiving the VFD feed. If the feed will expire
before the duration of use is to be completed, a new VFD is
required.
After the VFD regulations take effect Jan. 1, all feeds
containing antibiotics will need to have a VFD issued by the
farm’s official veterinarian, including feeds still in inventory on
Jan. 1, even if purchased before that date.
The official veterinarian prescribing the VFD must be
licensed and have a current Veterinary Client Patient
Relationship with the farm according to state and federal laws.
To learn more about the VFD, and access fact sheets,
brochures and other information, visit the FDA’s website:
http://bit.ly/1OiyVxz. ▪

Exhibitors at Southwest Dairy Day draw interest. (Photo
courtesy of Texas A&M AgriLife Extension).

Southwest Dairy Day offers look at new
technology, management strategies
By Kay Ledbetter, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension

DALHART – The recent Southwest Dairy Day at the Avila
family’s Avi-Lanche Jerseys dairy north of Dalhart gave dairy
producers a glimpse at new technology and latest best-practices
designed to provide better care for their animals and better
products for consumers, said Dr. Ellen Jordan, Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension dairy specialist from Dallas.
Southwest Dairy Day – held at a different dairy each year –
gives the dairy industry a chance to come together to see some
advances and new technologies being used in the industry
around the region and state to advance genetics, environmental
protection, herd health and animal care, Jordan said.
The event’s goal, she said, is so “all of our dairymen have
the opportunity to take what they learn back to their own
operations and make sure they are providing their animals with
the best possible care to produce a safe, wholesome product for
consumers.”
Avi-Lanche Jerseys highlighted some of the advances it has
made to take care of their animals and protect the environment.
The day also included exhibitors displaying new technologies
and presentations from AgriLife Extension specialists and
agents.
Jordan said Avi-Lanche Jerseys has done some outstanding
work in the area of genomic testing to select for the most elite
animals in the Jersey breed. In addition, they are working on
unique aspects of production such as composting, calf
management and overall animal care.
“They are doing several things here – they are pasteurizing
colostrum to make sure their baby calves get that first milk that
is as clean and sanitary as possible so they are less likely to get
sick,” she said. “They emphasize the health and well-being of
their animals in the way they manage this dairy every day.”
In addition, Avi-Lanche’s management includes collecting
and composting the manure, “which kind of sanitizes it so it
can be used as an organic fertilizer out on the fields,” Jordan
said. Composting also removes much of the liquid so when they
take it to the fields it is not as heavy, reducing the impact on
roads and minimizing compaction in the field.
The dairy also captures rainfall and water used during
production to recycle for crops and protect the nearby Ogallala
Aquifer. ▪

Capitol Report
!

Meet Drew Darby: Leading Texas while advocating for rural areas
As State Rep. Drew Darby (R-San Angelo) prepares for his
sixth legislative session, his plate is full. In his decade of
service, Darby has worked his way to positions of leadership in
the Texas House, particularly becoming an expert in the state’s
finances, all while looking out for rural Texas.
TAD recently asked Rep. Darby a few questions so our
members could get to know this key Texas legislator.
Growing up in San Angelo, do you have a background in
agriculture or agriculture issues?
I was surrounded by agriculture and saw how much it
benefitted the economy and the infrastructure of San Angelo
from Shannon Hospital to roads and rail. My grandfather was a
sharecropper in Tennyson, Texas, in Coke County. As a young
boy, I went out with my mother to pick cotton. When I was
being particularly rambunctious, she would give me a tow sack
to fill, and that tired me out pretty quick.
What will be your #1 priority for the 85th legislative session,
and why?
The budget has always been my top priority. It is important
we come out of the 85th legislative session with a balanced
budget that meets the needs of our growing state. That task is
never easy, even in times of plenty. The current downturn in
our economy places constraints on how we meet the challenges
of adding 85,000 kids a year to public school enrollment,
exploding health care costs, transportation and public safety.
What is the biggest challenge facing Texas, and why?
Rising health care costs, educating a growing student
population that will become a productive workforce, and how
we deal with an antagonistic federal government that hands
down expansive environmental regulation but insufficient
border security. All these challenges get back to how the
Legislature uses your tax dollars.
As someone who has represented rural Texas well for the
last 10 years, how do you think the challenges facing rural
areas are different, and how can residents in those areas be
better prepared to face those challenges?
As our state population continues to explode in the urban
and suburban areas of the state, we continue to see fewer people
with a connection to rural Texas. And they advocate for shifting
more and more state resources out of rural Texas in order to
address their traffic congestion, health care and education
needs.
It is incumbent upon us to continue bringing the story of
rural Texas to the Legislature. Communication with your
elected representative is critical so that they don’t get caught up
in Austin rhetoric that doesn’t represent you.
I’m fond of saying the fuel, clothing, beef and milk
purchased in suburban Texas did not miraculously appear at the
grocery. It came from rural Texas, and that needs people and

Drew Darby
House District 72
R-San Angelo
State Rep. Drew Darby
represents nine counties in West
Texas spanning the Concho Valley
and Permian Basin, an area larger
than seven states. Darby is a
product of San Angelo schools and
received a business degree and a
juris doctorate degree from The University of Texas at Austin.
He also attended the Darden School for Emerging Leaders at
the University of Virginia.
Darby was elected to the Texas House of Representatives in
2006. He currently serves as chairman of the Energy Resources
Committee and as a member of the Ways and Means
Committee and the Select Committee on Federal
Environmental Regulation. Additionally, Darby has served as a
member of the Legislative Budget Board, the State Water
Implementation Fund for Texas Advisory Committee and as a
subcommittee chairman for the House Committee on
Appropriations.
A successful businessman, Darby is the owner of Surety
Title with offices throughout West Texas, and Of Counsel to
the Energy and Real Estate practice group at the law firm of
Jackson Walker, LLP.
He and his wife Clarisa have five children and four
grandchildren.
infrastructure to bring that hide and hair, food, fuel and fiber.
Communication is critical to overcome that challenge.
What inspires you to keep running to represent your
legislative district?
There is always more work to do from addressing school
finance to making our state budget more transparent and
accountable to you. I’m committed to making sure my district
is represented in those discussions.
It has been a trademark of rural Texas to send
representatives to Austin who roll up their sleeves and get to
work. And if they do a good job and continue to maintain
voters’ trust, the House places them in positions of leadership
to serve the entire state. If you look at the makeup of the
committee chairmen, you will see rural Texas voters have an
incredible role in shaping the policies of our state, and that
power should not be taken for granted.
Rural Texas needs to continue sending members to Austin
who get to work! ▪
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TAD Board Action
The Texas Association of Dairymen Board of Directors
took the following actions at its October meeting in
Amarillo, in connection to Southwest Dairy Day:
• Voted to join the Western States Dairy Producers
Association.
• Discussed proposed raw milk legislation.
• Heard presentations from Dr. Joe Outlaw, professor
and extension economist in the Department of
Agricultural Economics at Texas A&M University, on
the Margin Protection Program and Craig Jones from
Netafirm on drip irrigation.
The next meeting will be Dec. 8 in Grapevine.

“Legislature,” Continued from Page 1
The TAD team has been working closely with legislative
members and agency staff to craft legislation addressing
some of TAD’s priorities in the upcoming session. We also
continue to reach out to members in an effort to educate
them about the challenges facing the dairy industry. Those
efforts will continue after the general election and into the
legislative session as newly elected members begin getting
up to speed on issues and are sworn in to office. ▪

U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas (center) with the Gingg family at
its Del Rio Dairy near Friona.

Cruz tours West Texas dairy with TAD
U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas in October spent two days
touring West Texas agriculture facilities. TAD accompanied on
stops at Del Rio Dairy near Friona, owned by Rocky and Liz
Gingg and their family, and Hilmar Cheese Co. in Dalhart.
“Agriculture is a backbone of America, and farmers and
ranchers are a critical foundation of the state of Texas,” Cruz
said. “I think there needs to be far more national focus – and
focus in the presidential campaign – on agriculture issues.”▪

