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Immigration audits and labor shortages at Texas dairies
The biggest issue today for the Texas dairy industry is
understood the significance of dairies to the economies of
without a doubt the immigration audits and labor shortages
their local communities.
that are affecting our state’s dairy farms.
Texas is not alone in regards to the audits.
Director Update
The audits have shown that most dairy
During the last weeks of August, immigration
Darren Turley
farmers are keeping their I-9 documentation in
audits started on five dairies in Arizona. These
good order, but that the documentation has
Arizona dairies are very interested in the
errors.
outcome of the audits on Texas producers.
When errors are identified, the dairy must release that
New legislation proposed by U.S. Rep. Bob Goodlatte (Rindividual employee, who then is free to search for other
Va.) would be a good step toward helping Texas dairy farmers
employment without penalty.
procure a legal workforce in the future. However, this
This is a frightening prospect for a dairy farmer. If a long
legislation has a long way to go to pass and take effect.
tenured employee is let go, it’s difficult if not impossible to
Meanwhile, Texas dairy farmers are struggling to find
replace someone with a decade or more of knowledge of the
enough labor.
farm and its practices. The new employee certainly is going to
I have spoken with many of you over the summer
have an extended learning curve.
regarding labor and the difficulties you are having recruiting
TAD met with members of Congress during their August
labor who will work long term at your dairy.
recess to discuss the impact that these audits are having on
I know that this struggle takes a toll on you and your farm.
Texas dairy farms. Our Congressional delegation was quick to The immediate future in labor recruitment will continue to be
realize that these audits disrupt business continuity, and they
(See “Immigration,” Page 4)

Southwest Dairy Day:
Cross-ventilated barn to be highlighted
By Texas AgriLife Extension

Texas dairy farmers are invited to attend Southwest Dairy
Day on Oct. 18, which will feature a cross-ventilated barn to
mitigate heat stress for the milking cows as well as a robotic
pre-dipper in the parlor. These are two innovations being
utilized by the Frank Volleman family on their Wildcat Dairy
near Gustine, Texas.
Southwest Dairy Day is hosted annually by the Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service, rotating between the dairy areas
around Stephenville and in the Texas Panhandle, said Dr. Ellen
Jordan, AgriLife Extension dairy specialist in Dallas.
The Oct. 18 open house at the dairy will be 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., with riding tours from 10-11:30 a.m. and 12:30-2 p.m., as
well as a noon program.
An in-depth tour of the cross-ventilated barn will occur at 3
p.m. Two dairy outreach program area, or DOPA, continuing
education credits will be offered.
Frank and Annette Volleman and their four sons have grown
(Continued, “Dairy Day,” Page 4)

Frank and Annette Volleman and their family look forward to
hosting Texas dairy farmers at their Wildcat Dairy near
Gustine for Southwest Dairy Day on Oct. 18.
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Capitol Report:
Turning from policy to politics
By Lauren Wied, Shayne Woodard and J Pete Laney,
TAD government relations

With less than six months until March primary elections, the
fall is ramping up to be a busy one as talk turns from policy to
politics now that the Texas Legislature is not in session.
Since the legislative special session adjourned on Aug. 15,
some incumbents have already announced their re-election
campaigns, though many have still not made their intentions
known.
Two House incumbents have announced they will not run
for re-election: Rep. Jodie Laubenberg (R-Parker) and Rep.
Larry Gonzales (R-Round Rock).
Two state representatives looking to move to the Senate side
of the Capitol have launched primary challenges to incumbent
senators. Rep. Cindy Burkett (R-Sunnyvale) will run against
state Sen. Bob Hall of Edgewood, while Rep. Pat Fallon (RFrisco) will face state Sen. Craig Estes (R-Wichita Falls). For a
sitting representative to challenge a sitting senator of the same
political party is unusual.
Expect another change in the Texas Senate. Sen. Van Taylor
(R-Plano) has announced his election to replace retiring U.S.
Congressman Sam Johnson (R-Richardson). Phillip Huffines,
chairman of the Dallas County GOP, will run for Taylor’s seat
– he’s the twin brother of Don Huffines, who currently serves
in the Texas Senate. Also running for the seat is Angela Paxton,
wife of Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton.
▪▪▪▪
On the federal level, U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz visited West Texas
on Aug. 18. While in Lubbock, Cruz said he was hopeful that
the Farm Bill would be different under the new administration.
“My hope is that, unlike prior Farm Bills, we see real
reform on the food stamp side,” Cruz said.
In the past, Cruz has opposed the measure based on
concerns with those particular provisions, hurting farmers who
rely on many components of the Farm Bill.
▪▪▪▪
As previously reported on the TAD website, the Texas
Legislature’s first called special session ended abruptly, one
day early, on the evening of Tuesday, Aug. 15, in a standoff
over property tax reform.
For a full report of activity during the 30-day special
session, see our reports under the “Latest News” tab of the
TAD website. ▪

Mobile App Available from TVMDL
The Texas A&M Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory
has released a free mobile app for both iOS and Android
devices that provides the ability to search for diagnostic tests
and get laboratory information.
Test information includes: a detailed description of the test,
specimens needed, how to package and ship the specimens
safely, pricing info and more.
Laboratory information includes directions, operation hours
and contact info for all four locations. ▪

TAD Board Action
The Texas Association of Dairymen Board of Directors
took the following actions at its July meeting:
• Heard from Texas Department of State Health
Services staff about the state inspectors’ various tasks
in connection with the dairy industry and how dairy
farmers can ease the transition of new inspectors. The
state hiring freeze, which was to expire Aug. 31, left
the agency with 25 percent of its jobs unfilled.
• Heard a presentation from Tracy Vigil of Advanced
Outlook for Solutions, a labor sourcing company.
• Approved a $2,500 donation to fund a dairy challenge
team from Tarleton State University.
• Approved submitting the name of TAD Board
Chairman Joe Osterkamp for consideration to
represent the dairy industry on the Texas Animal
Health Commission.
• Set Board meeting dates for the remainder of 2017:
Oct. 17 and Dec. 7. ▪

Hurricane Harvey: How to help agriculture
While the state’s dairy industry was largely unaffected by
Hurricane Harvey, other farmers and ranchers were not so
fortunate. Two-agriculture specific ways to help:
Texas Farm Bureau’s Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund:
100 percent of donations will be dispersed via an application
process directly to farmers and ranchers located in counties
designated as disaster areas by the federal government. To
donate: http://texasfarmbureau.org.
Texas Department of Agriculture STAR Fund:
Assists agriculture with any disaster, not just Hurricane
Harvey. Funds are distributed through an application process.
To donate: http://bit.ly/2wHkTrc. ▪

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
publishes paper on brucellosis
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension has published a paper on
brucellosis, which was recently in the news after a raw milk
recall from a dairy in Paradise, Texas.
The paper was authored by Dr. Ellen Jordan, dairy
specialist, and Dr. Thomas B. Hairgrove, DVM, both of
AgriLife.
Brucellosis is nearly eradicated in the United States but
can still be found in bison and elk in the Greater Yellowstone
Area. Because some Western states require heifers moving to
there to be vaccinated, many Texas dairy farmers continue to
vaccinate. Texas has been brucellosis free since 2008.
However, since Texas consumers recently became ill via
raw milk, the paper revisits brucellosis, explaining what it is,
what causes it, how it is spread, whether it can contaminate
food, and how humans and animals can contract it.
The paper can be found through a link on the TAD website
or at http://bit.ly/2gLWmYY. ▪

Capitol Report
!

Meet Rep. DeWayne Burns: From FFA to the Texas Capitol
Grounded in agriculture by growing up on a farm while
participating in 4-H and FFA, state Rep. DeWayne Burns built
on that with a professional career in which he became adept at
furthering agriculture through public policy. Today he applies
that mixture of knowledge to his service – really a ministry – in
the Texas House of Representatives, where he has become a
leader on natural resource issues.
TAD recently asked Rep. Burns a few questions so our
members could get to know this influential lawmaker.
Your official bio describes growing up on a Johnson County
farm – tell our dairy farmer members about your
background in agriculture.
I was raised in rural Johnson County on a small farm where
we primarily raised hay and cattle. Growing up, I was very
active in 4-H and FFA and had a small cow/calf operation of
my own by the time I graduated high school. The life lessons
learned through working on the family ranch and leadership
experience gained through 4-H and FFA really shaped who I
am today.
I went on to graduate from Tarleton State University with a
degree in Agricultural Services and Development. We still farm
the land I grew up on, and our family operates the Ormsby
Ranch in Johnson County that’s been in my wife's family since
the 1940s.
How did your professional career in agriculture policy – the
Texas Grain and Feed Association, a legislative aide at the
Capitol and the Texas Department of Agriculture – prepare
you for service in the Texas House of Representatives?
I had no idea how the legislative process really worked, how
state government functioned or how agricultural policy was
made on a state or federal level. My time with the Texas Grain
and Feed Association along with staffing for two House
members during the 74th legislative session really allowed me
to become familiar with the process. Serving as Coordinator for
Special Issues under then-Agriculture Commissioner Rick
Perry helped me cultivate countless relationships with people
and organizations that shape agriculture policy in Texas.
As you serve your second term in the Texas House of
Representatives, and have just completed a summertime
special session, what keeps you motivated to continue to
serve?
Serving in this position is a ministry for me. The Bible
teaches us, through the example of Jesus, where there’s a need,
fill it. I grew up around the people I serve, and I care deeply for
our community as well as the future of Texas. We are blessed to
live in the best state in the best country in the world. I want to
do my part to keep the Texas economy growing, to educate our
kids, to preserve our rural values along with the liberties and
freedoms we enjoy. I look into the eyes of my three kids and

DeWayne Burns
House District 58
R-Cleburne
DeWayne Burns was first
elected to the Texas House of
Representatives in 2014 and was
re-elected in March 2016. Raised
in southwest Johnson County, he
grew up on a small farm near the
Bosque County line and the Brazos
River. He graduated from Cleburne High School in 1990. After
attending Texas A&M University, he transferred to Tarleton
State University and graduated in 1994.
Burns began his career at the Texas Grain and Feed
Association before being hired as a legislative analyst for State
Reps. Arlene Wohlgemuth and Gary Walker during the 74th
legislative session.
Later, he moved to the Texas Department of Agriculture
under then-Commissioner Rick Perry, where he was ultimately
promoted to the position of Coordinator for Special Issues in
the department’s Intergovernmental Affairs Division. He also
worked as an inspector for the Texas Department of
Agriculture, where he was responsible for weights and
measures compliance, crop and seed certification, and
enforcement of Texas’ plant and pest quarantine laws, among
other tasks over a 10-county region.
Burns is currently a property and business investment
manager. He and his family have a long history in farming,
ranching and construction, and the family ranch is still in
operation.
Previously, Burns served as vice president of the Cleburne
ISD Board of Trustees, president of the Johnson County Farm
Bureau, a member of the Johnson County Economic
Development Commission, and as a fire commissioner for the
Johnson County Emergency Services District #1.
Burns married his high school sweetheart, Jennifer, and they
have two teenage sons and a daughter. They are members of
First Baptist Church of Cleburne. ▪
.▪
know that we can’t afford to fail. There is much to be done.
As a member of the House Natural Resources Committee,
you have had the opportunity to review public policy issues
related to Texas’ water supply. What is the biggest natural
resource issue facing Texas?
Will we have the water resources necessary to meet the
needs of Texas as our population and economy continue to
grow? We have to be forward thinking and innovative as we
(Continued, “Burns,” Page 4)
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their dairy from a small parlor with outside dry lots to the
rotary parlor with free stalls. Last year they went through a
major expansion and installed the cross-ventilated barns. They
also have added a robotic pre-dipper to their rotary parlor.
Jordan said she selected this dairy to highlight heat stress
management through alternative housing.
She and Dr. Barb Jones, Texas A&M AgriLife Research
and Tarleton State University, have been evaluating how
effective this technology is in abating heat stress. They will
have the preliminary results on core body temperature changes
in both the cross-ventilated and traditional freestall barns
during the field day.
A noon luncheon, courtesy of Hi-Pro Feeds, will include Dr.
Doug Steele, AgriLife Extension Director, College Station, and
the Volleman Family providing an overview of Wildcat Dairy.
For more information, contact Jordan at 972-952-9212 or ejordan2@tamu.edu. ▪

look for new sources of water across the state. Technology
has improved, and the idea of creating new water through
brackish or saltwater desalination is not as far-fetched as
once was thought. I really believe Texas is going to see the
economics of desalination projects come in line with
demand in the near future. We must think ahead and plan
ahead. I also believe in the property rights of landowners
with respect to the water beneath their land. We must be
clear about those rights and make sure our laws respect the
rights of property owners.

“Immigration,” Continued from Page 1
difficult, even if the immigration audits are over for the time
being in Texas.
Texas dairy farmers face many obstacles, but none may be
as hard on employers as the inability to find adequate labor to
manage today’s large, modern farms. ▪

What is the biggest challenge facing Texas, and why?
Our greatest challenge is keeping the "Texas Miracle"
alive and well. We have a formula for success in Texas that
includes minimal regulation, low taxes, a trained workforce,
adequate resources and the best quality of life in the nation.
We can’t lose sight of that formula and we have to do it
while building and maintaining our transportation
infrastructure, educating our children and providing for the
safety of our citizens. As I talk to folks in my area, I most
often hear about three things; public safety, public
education and property taxes – which makes them my
priorities as well.
I have a feeling it’s the same in other communities
around the state. ▪

