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New year signaling new directions for the dairy industry
The new year is here, and it is bubbling with excitement in
for change with the early spring temperatures begin a start of
the form of a new president and a new direction for our
better times. Especially when a year ago the Panhandle dairy
country on the national level, and a new
industry was struggling to recover from a
Director’s Update
legislative session with some new faces at the
record blizzard.
Darren Turley
Capitol on the state level.
As the winds of change are blowing, I am
One promised area of change on the federal
reminded that some things do not change. The
level is a reduction in regulatory over-reach, such as the
opening of the legislative session in January marked the fifth
Waters of the United States rule that is proposed by the
session since I began representing Texas dairy producers in
Environmental Protection Agency. The rule will have a longAustin.
lasting impact on agriculture if it is allowed to go forward.
That session a bill was filed that tried to take the sale of
But there are areas of concern as well. Fears of
unpasteurized (raw) milk from the farm to the farmers’ market
immigration reforms that could impact the labor force needed
or retail. TAD opposes expansion of raw milk sales – we
to produce milk and feed. Repealing NAFTA and other trade
agree with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
deals are very concerning to agriculture. All of agriculture
that consuming raw milk is a serious health risk.
needs trade with other countries to continue to grow and
While that bill was defeated then, it has been filed every
maintain its vitality. Texas is no different when one of every
session since. And 2017 is no different – the bill already is
seven milk trucks moves toward an export market. Trade is
being discussed by legislators. This will be a hard fight this
crucial for our industry.
session, but TAD has been working against this issue for 10
(See “Session,” Page 4)
Even the weather has seemed to provide a show of support

TAD blitzes the Texas Capitol in Austin
The TAD Board of Directors visited the Texas Capitol in
Austin recently to visit with legislators and their staffs about
issues of interest to the dairy industry, including legislation
filed on truck weights and unpasteurized milk.
The TAD Board traditionally has traveled to Austin during
legislative sessions to educate the increasingly urbanized
Legislature about rural and dairy industry issues. The current
session of the Legislature began in January and runs through
May 29.
“While TAD has a great team of lobbyists looking out for
the Texas dairy industry on a daily basis at the Capitol, it’s
important for lawmakers and their staffs to hear directly from
dairy farmers themselves, especially if they are constituents,”
said TAD Executive Director Darren Turley. “Our Board
managed to visit about xxx offices, and we were warmly
received.”
The TAD Board kicked off its Austin visit with a meeting
and briefing with Texas Animal Health Commission Executive
Director Dr. Andy Schwartz and Chairman Coleman Locke,
(Continued, “Dairy Day,” Page 2)

The TAD Board on the steps inside the Texas Capitol, as
members prepared to make the rounds to visit with Texas
legislators and staff. ▪
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Legislature committees get to work
By Lauren Wied, Shayne Woodard and J Pete Laney
TAD government relations

Committee work has gotten underway now that leadership
of both legislative chambers have made their committee
appointments. The committee process is where all of the work
is done and where differences in language between bills are
worked out. The bulk of the committee work is done between
now and early May.
Committees likely to hear bills important to the Texas dairy
industry are:
Senate Agriculture, Water & Rural Affairs & House
Agriculture & Livestock – Jurisdiction over agriculture,
horticulture and farm husbandry; livestock and stock raising
and the livestock industry; and all agriculture-related state
agencies.
Sen. Charles Perry (R-Lubbock) and Rep. Tracy King (DBatesville) both return as chairmen.

Meeting with the TAD Board for a briefing were Texas
Animal Health Commission Chairman Cameron Locke and
Executive Director Dr. Andy Schwarts (left) and State Rep.
Tracy King (second from right).

Senate Health & Human Services and House Public Health
– Jurisdiction over the protection of public health and the
Health and Human Services Commission and the Department
of State Health Services.
Specifically related to TAD: These committees will have
jurisdiction over the raw milk issue that will be considered for
the fourth session in a row.
Sen. Charles Schwertner (R-Georgetown) returns as
chairman, while Rep. Four Price (R-Amarillo), takes over as
chairman of the House committee.

who represents the beef industry. Also sitting down with the
TAD Board for a legislative agriculture update was State
Rep. Tracy King (D-Batesville), who is chairman of the
House Agriculture & Livestock Committee and a member
of the House Natural Resources Committee.
After an afternoon making the rounds at the Capitol to
the offices of key legislators, the TAD Board and the Texas
Agricultural Cooperative Council joined to host a dinner,
which a number of legislators attended. Land O’Lakes
generously sponsored the event.
The Board combined its trip to Austin with its regular
Board meeting and its Annual Membership meeting. It will
meet again in Austin in April.
For more pictures of our Capitol visits, visit the Photo
Gallery on our website. ▪

Senate & House Transportation – Jurisdiction over
commercial motor vehicles; the Texas highway system; and the
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles, the Texas Department of
Transportation and the Texas Transportation Commission.
Specifically related to TAD: These committees will have
jurisdiction over truck weights and the TAD-backed legislation
that would allow milk trucks to haul heavier loads.
Sen. Robert Nichols (R-Jacksonville) continues as
chairman, while the House committee gets new leadership from
Rep. Geanie Morrison (R-Victoria)
Senate Natural Resources & Economic Development &
House Natural Resources – Jurisdiction over water policy and
the natural resources conservation; control and development of
land and water resources; irrigation, groundwater conservation,
water supply, water control and improvement, and conservation
and reclamation districts; and the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) as it relates to the regulation of
water resources.
Both committees get new leadership from Sen. Craig Estes
(R-Wichita Falls) and Rep. Lyle Larson (R-San Antonio).
House Environmental Regulation:
Jurisdiction over air, land and water pollution; regulation of
waste disposal; and environmental matters regulated by the
Department of State Health Services or the TCEQ.
The committee will be led this session by Rep. Joe Pickett
(D-El Paso).
To view all legislative committees and their complete
membership, visit www.capitol.state.tx.us. ▪
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TAD presented Extension Partnership Award
TAD was honored by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service with a 2017 Partnership Award during the annual
AgriLife Extension Conference in College Station. The award
recognizes vital alliances with agencies, organizations and
others beyond the Texas A&M University System.
“We are grateful for the engagement provided by the Texas
Association of Dairymen, which significantly enhances our
outreach and impact to clientele in the dairy industry, as well as
the education of our youth,” said Dr. Doug Steele, AgriLife
Extension director.
The award was accepted by TAD Executive Director Darren
Turley and TAD Board members Willy DeJong and David
Volleman.
“Texas has continued to be one of the most progressive
dairy states in the nation and that could not have happened
without this partnership with Texas A&M AgriLife,” Turley
said.
TAD is steadfast in its support of AgriLife Extension
programming for dairy producers and workers, as well as
agricultural literacy for consumers and youth. TAD also
underwrites travel and other expenses so AgriLife Extension
dairy specialists can cover the state. ▪
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!

Meet Reps. Bailes and Stucky: New legislators with agriculture ties
In our urbanized state, it’s increasingly rare to find
legislators with an agriculture background – even out of 181
members. But two new members of the Texas House of
Representatives – Reps. Ernest Bailes and Lynn Stucky – were
both raised on farms.
TAD recently asked both men a few questions so our
members could get to know these new Texas legislators.
What motivated you to run for the Texas Legislature?
Bailes: I saw the need for more down to earth, common sense
business people to represent our rural needs in Texas. The
seasonality of my business afforded me the opportunity to serve
during the spring while the Legislature is in session. I feel that
we needed more people who know what it’s like to make
payroll on Friday and whose drive is community rather than
politics.
Stucky: I have always believed it is important to be involved in
the community and give back. Throughout my professional
career, I have been involved in agriculture, education, business,
medicine and real estate. My involvement and relationships
built motivated me to run for the Texas House of
Representatives.
What will be your #1 priority for the 85th legislative session,
and why?
Bailes: To take care of the people back home and to help
minimize the unintended consequences of legislation on a state
level. I feel that I’m a pragmatic guy who tries to always look at
the big picture. As a freshman, I feel it’s important to keep your
mouth shut enough to listen and to know what you’re talking
about when you do. I do appreciate the simple advice in regards
to serving here in the Legislature, respect the body and respect
the process.
Stucky: My number one priority this session is to serve House
District 64 to the best of my ability. I came to Austin to be a
representative of the people and not a politician, and the only
way I can do that is to have constant contact with the local
elected officials, businesses and constituents back home. It
takes teamwork to get things done. Working with stakeholders
to come to appropriate solutions on a latitude of issues is what I
plan on doing during the session.
How do you think your agriculture background will benefit
you as a legislator?
Bailes: If I learned anything growing up, I learned how to
work. We milked at 2 and 2, come rain or shine. I learned what
it meant to be accountable for my actions, to shake a man’s
hand and to look him in the eye. I learned to respect a person,
(Continued, “Bailes and Stucky,” Page 4)

Ernest Bailes
House District 18
R- Shepherd
State Rep. Ernest Bailes, a
lifelong rancher and agriculturalist,
was raised on his family’s dairy
and beef cattle operations in East
Texas. He grew up in Shepherd, is
a graduate of Shepherd High
School, and earned his B.S. from
Texas A&M University in 2004.
Following his graduation from Texas A&M, Bailes founded
his company, Repro Select, an advanced reproductive services
provider for cattle and whitetail deer producers across the
south-central United States.
Bailes and his wife Courtney, live in Shepherd with their
two sons, who attend Coldspring-Oakhurst CISD where
Courtney Bailes is a third grade school teacher. Bailes is active
in the community and serves on various boards, including the
San Jacinto County Fair Association, San Jacinto County Farm
Bureau, and SISD Technology Advisory Committee. They
attend the First Baptist Church of Coldspring. ▪

Lynn Stucky
House District 64
R- Denton
A native of rural Kansas, Dr.
Lynn Stucky was raised on a farm
with his five siblings. He is a
graduate of Kansas State
University in Manhattan, Kansas,
where he earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in 1979, followed
by his Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine in 1983.
Shortly after graduating, Stucky began practicing veterinary
medicine in Denton County and, in 1997, opened the animal
hospital where he still practices.
Stucky is a member of numerous veterinary professional
organizations and is a long-time veterinary volunteer for PRCA
rodeo events. He also has a long career in community service,
including serving on and leading the Sanger ISD Board of
Trustees. In 2003 and 2007, he was named “Citizen of the
Year” by the Sanger Chamber of Commerce.
Lynn and his wife, Lori, a former Denton ISD teacher and
coach, have been married almost 30 years and have three
grown children. The family belongs to Denton Bible Church. ▪
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TAD elects new Board officers
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The Texas Association of Dairymen Board of Directors held
officer elections in February at its Annual Membership
Meeting. Officers serve one-year terms.
Joe Osterkamp will continue as chairman of the Board.
Osterkamp owns and operates Stonegate Farms near Muleshoe
and is a member of Select Milk Producers.
David Volleman was elected first vice chairman. The
Volleman family owns and operates Wildcat Dairy in
Comanche. Volleman is a member of Select Milk Producers
Rocky Gingg was re-elected second vice chairman. A
member of DFA Southwest, he owns and operates Del Rio
Dairy in Friona.
Johan Koke was re-elected secretary. Koke, a member of
DFA Southwest, lives in Lingleville on his Blue Jay Dairy.
Gary DeVos will return as treasurer. DeVos is a member of
DFA Southwest. He and his family own and operate the Fox
Dairy in Plainview.
In conjunction with the Annual Meeting, the Board also
held its regular meeting.
The Board heard reports on operations, legislative and
public relations activities and from Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension. TAD also heard initial plans for a dairy crisis drill to
possibly be held in September.
The Board’s next meeting will be in April in Austin. ▪

regardless of their walk of life or whether they wear a suit to
work or a pair of jeans. In production agriculture, we learn
to be gracious of the good times, to take the bad times in
stride, and to realize that the man upstairs will never deal a
hand which is greater that we can take.
Stucky: I was raised on a farm in rural Kansas. My family
continues to cultivate that land to this day, so it runs in my
blood. For the last 34 years, I have been getting up at 5 a.m.
to make house calls for large animals on farms and ranches
before returning to my clinic to treat small animals.
Needless to say, a background in agriculture and
livestock has instilled in me a foundation of hard work. I
learned how to treat people fairly, honestly and provide for
family. I believe these life lessons will translate into my
work as a state legislator as we tackle the state's issues with
hard work and honest brokering.” ▪

“Session,” Continued from Page 1
years and will continue as long as needed.
For more on this and other TAD legislative issues, visit
our website. And with the legislative session moving
quickly, follow TAD on social media for timely updates. ▪

